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PREFACE. 


f flE work iiQvV otJcrcd tt) tlic public js tlic rcfult 
of fcvcTMt ycarb- application, diirino the author’s 
Velaxafion from his profc'fTional duties, and the 
avocation oi Ids leifure hours. 

■ An account of the Iranfadtions at the court ot 
Dcllii during an intcrcfling and to etitfnl period, 
and the incidents and occurrences which have 
marked die decline of power of the race of Tinioor 
under the turbulent reion ot tlie ill-fated Shah- 

O 

-\ulum, (in all probabilit\ the laft of that family 



XVlll 


PREFACE. 


who will fit on the throne of Hintloftaun) cannot, 

i 

it is prefumed, fail to prove acceptable to a Britifli 
reader. 

A long refidence in India lias afibrded the author 
frequent opportunities of acquiring much local in¬ 
formation; and rnoft of the geographical remarks 
were obtained by him on the fpot, wliile on a fur- 
vey, order;^ by the Bengal government, through 
the Doo Ab * and adjacent countries in \793-V; 
and on a fimilar occafion through the prov ince of 
Rohilcund in 17 9 S-G. 

The perufal of the fevcral Perfian manuferipts 
named in the Appendix, and particularly the Shah 
Aulum Nameh, (*a hifiory of the reign of the pre- 
fent king) written by Gholaum Ali, a hxarned 


* A country lying betwixt tbiC ri\crs Ganges and Jumna 
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native, afforded the author ample materials for re- 
lating fuch tranfadtions as took place within the 
authority and influence of the court at Delhi: and 
to his friends, on various c^ccafions, he is liappy to 
acknowicdoc his i 2 ;rateful obligations. 

To Major Charles Reynolds, furveyor-general 
of the llomba) diabliflimcnt, Mr. Johnflone of 
Lucknow, Major Kirkpatrick, Colonel Palmer, 
and Capty* i Salkeld, of the Bengal eftablifhment, 
he begs leave to offer liis hearty acknowledgements 
for the readinefs with which they fupplied him with 
a varictv of intcrefting documents for the prefent 
work. 

Sucli are t’ne materials from wfficlwthe Ilifiory of 
the Reign (;{ Shali-Aulum has been compiled; 
confeious, that notw ithfianding the pains and care 
which have been bcflowed bn it to attain perfedfion, 
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numerous errors and inaccuracies may have crept 
in, the author trufts that the authenticity of the mat¬ 
ter it contains, will, in a great meafurc, counter¬ 
balance its defedls, and he therefore cheerfully 
delivers it to the public, with tlic diffidence natu¬ 
rally attendant on a firft attempt in this arduous 
branch of literature. 


London, 

Bedford Street, Bedford Square, 
March 15, 1798. 
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OF THE 

E-MPEROR SHAH-AULUM. 


CHAI\ 1 , 

I /f the prmcipiil Oicuiniiccs and Revolutions of thi 

i.ouh' of SiiAHjEHANAiiAD from thc Rc/gn of Mahmud 

SiJ A fl . 

In the ];iil year of thc reign of Mahmud Shah i a . d. i 747) Ahmiid 
Sliah *, thc king of the Abdallccs, invaded Lahour, w hicli province he 
elaimcil by inlicritance from Nadir Shahf. Mahmud Shall lent a 
large army againfl him under the command of his fon, Ahmud Shah, 
attended by the vizir Cummer-okleen Cawn, and his fon, Mohim 


■* Ahmud Shah Dnoraiicc, or Ahd.illte , Shahifhahan, (or Kmp; of Kings), 
t By the treaty made between Nadir Shah and Maiiiniid Sliah, thc former was to 
pofTefs all the coiintrie.s lying wefi of tlie river Attoe, bclidcs thc revenues of tlic pro- 
vinec.s of Lahoor, Guzzerat, Multan, anti Cahul, on the otlicr fide, which were to 
be colleded by thc officers of thc Hindoftaun court* 
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ool Moolk. The Abdallce was woriled, and obliged to fly to his 
own country. Cummcr-o’dccn being flain in tliis war, bis Ton, 
Mohim 00} Moolk, was left Subahdar of tbe province of Lalioor, 
and the prince returned to Shahjehanabad. On his arrival at Pannee- 
putt *, he received the news of his father’s death, and immediately 
caufed hirafelf to be proclaimed king. He conferred the vizarut 
on MunsCir Alice Cawn, the uibahdar of Ovvd, who conllituted 
Cazooddeen Cawn, buxey of the empire. The new king being 
arrived at the city, gave himfelf up to his plcafures, leaving the 
aft'airs of flatc to his vizir, who ruled with abfolute authority, d he 
nobles, jealous of his power, and difplcafed with his adminiflration, 
formed a confpiracy againfl; him, and rcfolved to raife Intezamo 
Dowla h to the vizarut. The king, who had great caule to he 
offended at the conduct of his minifler towards him, joined in the 
defign. The vizir difeovering the florin which was brewing againfl 
him, detcimined to evade it by depoflng the king. He accordingly 
furrounded the palace fuddenly with an armetl force; but not I'cing 
able immediately to effedl his attempt, Cazooddeen Cawn, who was 
the leader of the oppolition, and had already levied a confiderablc 
force, had time to come to the king’s refcuc. A W'ar enfued, in 
which, after various fiicccfs, the vizir w'as at length worfled, and 
retired into the country of the Jauts, who were his friends, liitc- 

zam o’ Dowla was now created vizir in the room of M unfur Alice 

• • 

C’awn, and dreading, perhaps, the grow ing influence of Cazooddeen 

* Forty-two cofe, or 85 miles, from Shahjehanubad. 

+ Tlic youngeft fon of Cummer-c’dccii Cawn, and uncle, by tlic mother's fide, i(. 
( la/.ooddcen Caw'n. 
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Cawn, pcrfuadcd the king to accept of the mediation of the Jauts 
in favour of Muiifur Allec Cawn, who fued for pardon. This was 
accordingly granted him, and a khillut, or drefs of honour, with a 
Ihookka^, or letter under the privy feal, pardoning his pail; offences, 
and contirniing him in his iuhalhip, was fent to him from the king, 
flazooddccn Cawn refenting that the king Ihould takc.fuch a hep 
v\ ithout his concurrence or knowledge, and at a time when he was 
neir^reaping tlte iruits of his fucccffcs, exafperated at the vizir for 
hr-: mgrantiKU , and with the Jauts for having interfered, relblved 
epon revenge. Leaving the purfuit of Mimfur Alice Cawn, he 
invaded the country of the Jauts, and lubdiied them intirely except- 
me on!}’ a flrong fortrefs which they pofieffed in the borders of the 
country adjacent to Acbarabad. As he had no artillery with him, 
ind the place could not be taken without it, unlcfs by famine, Abdul 
Mcjccd Cawi;, rnc of his officers, was diTpatched to Shahjchanabacl 
fo requefl that the royal artillery might be font him; but the vizir 
letuled to }>art with it, and fliut up all the bullocks and elephants 
w ithin the walls of the palace, to prevent their being feized by force, 
which was aflually intended, incenfed as Gazooddecn Cawn was 
at tliis affiont, he w'as not yet in a fuflicient capacity to refent it.— 
Malhar Row, a Marhatta chief, being at that time in the country of 
the Rajepoots, where he had been employed in reducing their Rajah 
jeyfing, Gazooddecn Cawm invited him to his affiftancc; which the 
Marhatta inflantly complied with, being (befidcs the advantages 
which muff naturally accrue to the Marhatta power from thefe divi- 
lions) ftrongiy urged to take the part of Gazooddecn Caw’n, from 

* When font by any of the prince"-, it is called Rukaa. 
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,hc hatred which he bore to the Jauts, who Kiel fliin his fon. Ik 
accordingly joined Gazooddeen Cawn with lift; forces; and a folcmu 
treaty was made between them, Malhar Row f\\caring to icgard 
Gazooddeen Cawn as his fon, and the latter to look upon (he Ma- 
rhatta as his father. Every tiling being conceited between them, 
they began their march towards the capital, and were met in tlic way 
by the king and vizir, w ho gave tliem b;Utle, and were defeated, 
Tlie cniKpierors proceeded to the city, whither the king and tlu- 
vizij had retired, and had flint tiiemleJves w ithin tile w all of tlir 
jiaJ.uc with a few' follow ers, their Jail, hut juxii, lefonut 7 Ik 


ehicl ofiicers of the city, whom Gazooddeen Cawn's good fortuiK' 
had made his friends, readily obeyed an order from him to jiinound 


the palace till his arrival, when he commanded tlie wreielicd kinc’- 


to be deprived of his fight, and imprifoned togethei with iii^ 
minifter. A prince of the name of Azeezooddecn, being the nejvt 
in defeent of the race of Timur, was taken out of the palace, and 
proclaimed king by the title of Aulumgheer the Second, Gazooddeen 
Cawnaffuming the vizarut. This happened about the mouth ot 
Kovember 1755. 


rile ncv\ vizir being thoroughly ellabhfhed in his authority, 
Malhar Row rcturncel to his own country, leaving Junkoojee, one 
of Jiis generals, and a confiderahle part of his army, to prevent frclh 
infurret'tions, and to collcdl the revenues afligned as a recompence 
lor his kite fervices. 


I he king, who was railed to the throne only as an inflrumcnt of 
Gazooddeen Cawn’s ambition, was kept bv liim in a Rate of the 
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moll llavilli dependnnce, being furrounded by the vizir*s creatures, 
and not allowed to dir out v\ ithoiit his leave. In order to extricate 
hinifelf from fiich a confinement, he privately wrote to the Abdallce, 
dclirino; him to c ome to his alliitance. Invitations were fent him at 
the fame time by Munfiir Alice Cawn, the Jauts, and the Ro- 
billas. The Abi’allee readily embraced an occalion that promifed 
I'lim fiK'h e\ideiit advantages. An ftccident happened at the fame 
riri'.e^that giaallv lavoured the enterprise. IMohini o<d Moolk, the 
Kiijali'.ia: ol Lahoor, received a t.dl fiom liis horfe in hunting, 
wliitii put an end to his hie. His begum, a lady of gnat fpirit, 
liad intereil enough amongil the chiels ol the province to procure 
ha ir nomination ot'her to the lubahdauee in the place ot her de- 
eiaicd huthand. 

The affairs, f the empire were in this date, v\ hen the Abdallce 
invaded it. The Marhattas were mailers of the greateff part of Hin- 
Joliaun; a nominal king fat on the throne; the adminillration was 
ufurpeJ by a man who derived his influence and ellablilliment cn- 
tncly Irom a foreign }iower j the chiefs of the empiie had already 
vk tlarid their relolution of joining the invader j and Lahoor, the 
key ol Ilindodaiin, was governed by a w oman. 

The Abdallce having marched as far as Lahoor, fiimmoned the 
princefs to furrender; and upon her refufd, befieged the place.— 
After a very gallant defence, he at length became mailer of the city 
anel of the princefs’s perfon, whom he treated with great refpcdl, 
bedowed the highed encomiums on her valour and condubl, as well 
as on the virtues of her late luilband ; and adopting her formally" ai 
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his daughter, confirmed her in the fubahdarree. He left however a 
naib with a fmall force at the city, and proceeded towards Shalije- 
hanabad. The vizir, unable to cope with Inch an adverfary, went 
out with the king and all the nobles, and met the Abdallee at Pan- 
neeputt, from whence he was condudled in great ilate to Shahje- 
hanabad. 

•Ik 

As foon as he had entered the city, letters w^rc difpatched to all 
the Fates of the empire; and the vackeels refiding at the court w ere 
all fummoned to pay obedience to the King of Kings, and to deliver 
a tribute fuitable to the income of each feveral province. All obeyed 
the fummons excepting the Jauts, againft whom he refolved to turn 
his arms. Before he left the city, he removed Gazooddeen Cawn 
from the vizarut; and leaving the king the choice of his own 
miniflers, that prince conftituted his eldcF fon, AaPee Gov\hcr, 
naib of the empire, a poft equal in power to the vizarut, but differ¬ 
ing in the name, in refped to the quality of the poffefTor. 

Leaving a garrifon for the defence of the city, and officers to 
colled: the revenues, the Abdallee marched out againfl: the Jauts. 
who were well prepared for his reception. In tw'o engagements 
(probably not general) the Jauts had the better. Gazooddeen Cawn, 
who attended the camp under a guard of Nafflickchees, Teprefented 
to the Abdallee, that if he w'ould entruff: him with the command of 
the van of his army, he w'ould anfwer with his life for the fucccls. 
It is not related what arguments were ufed to perfuade the Abdallee 
to accept of a propofal feemingly fo chimerical and dangerous. It 
is faid he confented ; and Gazooddeen Cawn leading the army, at- 



SHAH-AULUM. 


7 

tacked the Jams with fuccefs equal to his promifes. It is certain 
that they were entirely defeated, and obliged to (hut themfelvcs up 
within the walls of their fortrefs, and to fue for peace; which, upon 
their fubmiffion, and the payment of a large fum of money, W'as 
granted. The Abdallee, pleafed with the bravery and conduct of 
Gazooddeen*Cawn, refolvcd to reward his fervices by rcHoring 
him to the vizarut, and wrote <to the king his intention, re¬ 
quiting him to comply w'ith it. The king unwilling to difplace 
his own fon for the fake of a man whom he hated and feared, 
remonhrated againft fuch a proceeding. To remonfi ite was all he 
could do ; but his haughty patron difdaining an appearance of op- 
pofition to his Will, immediately*fent his NalTupkchees to feize 
and bring before him the four forts of the king, and feizing the 
culktmdaun from Allee Gow her, gave it to Gazoodden Cawn. The 
princes rcm. iiied w'ith him in the hands of the Nafruckchecs, 
About this time news arrived, that the king of Balkh had invaded 
the territories of the Abdallee. This obliged him to return home. 
Leaving thereiore Nejt^b Cawn, tlic Rohilla, who by hts recom¬ 
mendation had been appointed buxey of the Empire, whth the 
charge of collcdling his revenues, he departed with his army, and 
an immenfe treafure, the fruits of his great fucccflcs. He had no 
fooncr pafled the frontier of Hindoftaun, than Gazooddecn Cawm, 
who now became as abfolute as before, of his own authority dif- 
folvcd the office of colledlor, which the Abdallee had conferred on 
Nejceb Cawn, and deprived him likewife of the buxey-ghccree, 
which poll: he conferred on Ahmud Cawn of the Bungelh race 

* The ftandith, the badge of the vizyrut. 
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Nejceb Cawn, upon this quitted the court, and retired to hi,- 
government at Seharunpore. 


The three youngcfl; fons of Aullumghcer, who were enlarged upon 
the Abdallee’s departure, returned to the royal palace : but Jllh\ 

, not chafing to put himfclf in the power of his profefl'cd 
enemy, fled to Jedger, his jaghecr, and raifed forces to defend hini- 
fclf again!! any attempts upon his perfon. I'he vizir entreated him, 
with profefiions of the greatefi: attachment, to return ; and the 
king was compelled to fet his hand to the fame invitation ; bur 
without effed;. At length the vizir folemnly fwearing upon tb.e 
Koran, to attempt nothing againft his lil'c and perfon, he fub- 
mitted and came back to the city. A houfe without the walls oi 
the palace was allotted him for his prefent refidcncc ; and the vizn 
frequently folicited him to go and dwell in the palace with his 
father and the rcll of the royal fiimily. But the prince, know¬ 
ing that the vizir fought only to get him into his power, evaded 
tile fnare by various pretences. This artifice failing, the vizir 
iiad recourfe to violence, and one morning by day break the prince 
fiiddenlv tound himfclf furrounded by an armed force. With the 
lew attve, hints and guards which were about his perfon he ftood 
upon his defence, and repulfed the fiift attacks ; after which the 
ailailants lurrounded the palace, waiting either Irclh orders, or 
fuecour from the vizir. 'J’hc prince feeing no hopes but in flight, 
found means to |>ain over Mehdee Coollee Cawn, who guarded one 
of the avenues to his palace; and fighting his way through the other 


# 
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guards, made his efcape out of the city. Eetal ’Row, a Marhatfa 
general, lay encamped on the oppofite banks of the river Jumna. 
To Iiim the prince fled for protection, and was kindly received, 
Eetal Row fwcaring by the water of the Ganges not to betray him, 
or deliver him up to the vizir. 

The Marhatta continued faithfuj to his engagements; and not- 
vvithflanding the repeated folicitations of the vizir, kept the prince 
in his camp five or fix months. 

At length, fearing either a rupture with the vizir, or that he might 
.titempt to furprifethe prince whilfi he remained fo near, he perfuaded 
him to return to Jedger. The prince faw the necefllty of taking 
Inch a flop, and confented. He w'as accordingly conducted by a 
flrong efcort konr the Marhatta to that country. Here he continued 
a few months ; but not judging himfelf fafe in fuch a fituation, he 
aecepted of an invitation from Nejeeb Cawn, and repaired to him 
at Sehaurunpore. Nejeeb Cawn allotted him a monthly income of 
50,000 rupees for his expenccs; and treated him with all the refpeCt 
which his birth, and the fimilarity of their fortunes, naturally de¬ 
manded from him. He had not forgot the injury which he fuffered 
from Gazooddeen Cawn; and thought he had now a favourable 
opportunity to refent it. He accordingly font letters to Seyed Oolla 
Cawn, Hafiz Rahmut Cawn, Doondec Cawn* and the other Ro- 
hilla chiefs, to Rajah Soorujmul, the chief of the Jauts, ant! Sujaa 
o Dowla; inviting them to join him in redrefiing the caufc of the 

injured prince, and freeing the king from the tyranny of the vizir; 

• 

but the dread of the Marhattas obliged them to decline engaging in 
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fo dangerous a fchemc. Fruftratcd in his defigns, and unable to 
maintain the prince any longer, or to proted; him againfl the vizir, 
who was adually preparing to fend a Marhatta army againlh him, 
Ncjeeb Cawn perfuaded him to feek for refuge with the nabob Shu- 
jaa o Dowla. In confequence of tins advice, the prince, after a 
twelvemonth’s rcfidcnce with Ncjeeb Cawn, took leave of him, and 
marched with a flemler train to *Lucnow. He was received by Shu- 
jaao Dowh with the greateft honours, and prefented with elephants, 
horfes, tents, and all manner of ncccflaries fuitable to his flatc, with 


a prefent (a nezeranna) of 3 lacks of rupees. The power of the 
vizir was too firmly eflablifhed, and the Marhatta name too formi¬ 
dable, to admit of the nabob’s afiilling the prince openly, unfup- 
ported as he mufi; be by any other power. To entertain him at his 
court could anfwer no end, and muft neceffarily draw upon himl'eli' 
the refentment of the vizir. All the fervice he could afford him 


was to fupport him privately, and w^ait a fitter t^pportunity to ad 
more publickly in his favour. The befl expedient, therefore, that 
immediately occurred, and which pronrifed the fureff fuccefs, was 
-o attempt the conquefi; of Bengal. All appearances concurred to 
favour fuch a defign. The province of Bahar belonged to him as 
the lawful Subahdar, a preferiptive right of the eldeft fon of the 
king.* jaffer Alice Cawm, the Subahdar of Bengal, and atdu<d 
governor of the three provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and OrilTa, had 
been railed to that dignity by the affilfance of the Englilli, by whofe 
influence alone he continued to poflefs it. His government was 
generally dilliked. His behaviour had drawn on him the hatred of 
the greateft part of the country. His Jematdars, moft of whom 
were once his equals, could not brook the diftance with which they 
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were now treated, and were cqnally obnoxious'to him from the little 
rcfpcdl which they put on in their behaviour to him. The Scapoys, 
a numerous rabble, were in arrears even froiu tire pay due to them 
in the time of Scrajah Dowla : t he Z emindars of bot h province s 
were ready for a revolt \\licncver they could do it avtth fujety ; and 
had already appeared in arms againli the Nabob in that^ or Bahar, 
tlic revenues of which were infullicient to defray its own current 
expences. With thefe advantages a more powxrful argument yet 
eoneiiired, which was, the name of the prince, and the vencrafion 
whitli the perfon of the heir apparent of the empire naturally drew 
from the fubjeefs of fo defpotic a flate ; and which was now 
heightened by his dillreffes. The conqueft of thofe provinces being 
thus ei.furcd, would facilitate the attainment of his grand objedl, 
the freedom of his father, and the fecurity of his own right to the 
fuccelhon, b’ die acquilition of fo great a revenue, the increafe of 
his force, and the influence this fuccefs would give to his name. 


Jsvery thing being concerted for eftcdling this enterprife, Shujaa 
Dow la afllfted him with a party of hi^ own forces under the com¬ 
mand of his kinfman, Mahmud Coolly Cawn, the Subahdar of 
yXllah.ibad. The prince folemnly fwore to beftow the vizarut upon 
Shujaa Dowla, whenever he came to the throne, as a reward for his 
loyalty, and departed. 


Towards the conclulion of the year 1758, the prince crofled the 
Currumnafl'a*, and entered the province of Bahar j where he was 

* A river which divides the province of Bahar from the Zemindarec of Benares 
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foon joined by a number of malecontents, and the diibanded Sea- 
poys of Jaffa* Alice Cawn. The fuccefs of his firff: attempt is too 
well known to need a particular relation. Repiilfcd in his attacks 
upon the cily of Patna, and not daring to ffand the approach of 


Colonel Clive, whofe name, and the rapidity with which he marched 
to meet the prince, already feemed to denounce his certain defeat, 
he retired with precipitation back to the province of Allahabad; 
whither it was deemed, in the then-unfettled fituation of the Na¬ 
bob’s affairs, imprudent to follow him, as a rupture in that cafe 
muff unavoidably have enfued with Shujaa Dowla. After this dif- 
appointment, he made a propofal of throwing himfelf upon the 
protedlion of the Englirti; which was reje<ffed. He therefore re¬ 
mained at Mukkunpoor, bn the borders of the province of Alla¬ 
habad, forfaken by moff of his followers, and waiting, without 
any determined plan, for what a better fortune Ihould throw in his 


way. 


Whilff the prince was puj'fuing his projeds in Bengal, a fform 
broke out w'hich threatened ttfovcrwhelm his ancient friend and pro- 
tedor, Ncjecb Cawn, againft whom the vizir fent junkoojee, the 
Marhatta general, with a large force. At the fame time Dettajcc 
'J'oppul, another Marhatta chief, was detached againff Lahoor, which 
he reduced, and drove the Abdallee’s Naib out of the country.— 
Nejeeb Cawn finding himfelf incapable of any long oppofition 
againff fo formidable an enemy, called his old allies, Sujaa Dowla, 
and the Rohilla chiefs, to his afliffance j and at the fame time fo- 
licited the Abdallee to return j who was likewife invited by the 
other Icatlers of the fame party. 
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Before his allies could join him, the Marhattas had entered his 
country. He met them, and gained fome inconfiderable advantages 
over them, fiifhcicnt however to gain time till he was ftrengthened 
by the jundion of his friends, who were already on their march 
towards him. Junkoojec, fearing left his enemies ftiould be too 
powerful for him, and hearing of the arrival of the AbcLdlee at 
Lahoor, fent advice to the vizir of his fituation, and dehred him 
to come to his afliftance. I'hc vizir replied, that he was unable to 
obey the fummons, having no forces with him fufficient to be of 
any fcrvicc, nor money to levy others. Junkoojec immediately fent 
him five lacks, with which the vizir now alfembled his people to¬ 
gether, and prepared to take the field. 

hearing to leave the king behind him at the city, and fufpeding 
that he had leagaed with his enemies, and indended to reftorc Inte- 
zamo Dowla in his abfence, he defired the king to accompany him 
on the expedition, which he refufed j and the vizir in confequence 
refolved to rid himfcif at once of his fears by putting him to death. 
This bloody refolution being taken, he affeded to be fatisfied with 
the king’s cxcufes, marched out of the city, and encamped a few 
cofe beyond it ; where he waited tlie execution of his plot, which 
was effeded in the following manner: 

Ballabaftrow, an emilfary of the vizir, went to* the king, and in¬ 
formed him that a fakeer of great fandity had taken up his quarters 
at tlie tow*cr of Feroz Shah; and partly by perfuafion, and partly by 
force, carried the deluded king to fee him, and in the way caufed 
him to be murdered. The vizir having thus accomplilhed his exc- 
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crable defign, ordered the palace to be plundered, and tlic Tons and 
relations of the deceafed monarch to be Gripped of all tlseir jev,els, 
which were converted into money for his urgent nceeflities. Mehdte 
Collec Cawh and Coja Bufl'ent were left with the ehaigc of the kclla, 
or fort. The former, hy the diredlions of his mailer, tool: a 
grandfon of Cambukfh, the youngetl fon of Aurengzeeb, out of the 
palace, and proclaimed him king, hy t!:e name of Shahjehan the 


Second, 


The vizir now proceeded to',>wir(is j inio, / ‘ec, and joined him about 
the fame time that Mejeeb Cav\r fh'hilia .h^es ’ re arrived to his 
aflillance; and Nejeeb Cavvn reached the bordeis'of Nejt do Cawn’s 
country, where he met with a detachment of Marhattas tlait had 
been fent round to cut off the fupplics of provifions coming to tl;c 
Rohilla camp, and put them to the rout. After this he png'ofed 
an accommodation between the contending parties; and a lugotiation 
enfued, which he contrived to protract till the Ahdallee wcic ad¬ 
vanced as near as Panneeputt, wJicn the vizir was obliged to march 
back with precipitation to prevent their feizing the city ; anel Shuja 
Dow la, Avho thought his prefence no longer neeclTary, returned to 
his pro\T.'.cc. 'I’hc vizir caufed a llrong entrenchment to be throe, u 
acrofs the road leading from Panneeputt to Shahjehanahad, and en¬ 
camped bciiind it, w’aiting the approach of the circmy. In the mean 
time Dettajce Topped, whom the Abdallcc had lately driven from 
Lah.oor, was detached with part of the arm)' to obflrudt the ene my’s 
march, and fell in with the van, commanded hy Jehan Cawn, by 
whom he was attacked, and his army routed, liimfe lf being llain in 
the flight, Jehan Caw'n continueij his march, whilll the Abdallcc, 
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quitting the direct road by the advice of Nejeeb Cawn, turned off to 
the left, in order to favour the junclion of the Rohillas, who were 
haftening to him through the defiles of Coonjpoora. Then pafilng 
by the vizir, he fuddenly arrived at the capital, of wMch he took 
polfclfion without oppolition. 

The vizir, intimidatctl by this uncxpctfled llroke, duflf not fiand 
the enemy, but fled to Akbarabad. "i'he Abdallee leaving Yacoob 
Alice Cawn to command in the city, and to put a fiop to the dil'or- 
ders committed there by his people, purfued the vizir and cut to 
pieces many of the Marhattas and Mogul troops in their flight.— 
From Akbarabad the vizir fled to the Jauts, with whom he had 
n'.adc peace a little before the entrance of the Abdallee. The con¬ 
quering army continued the purfuit to that city, and, taking polTcflion 
of it, halted ‘’’cre. The vizir and JunJkoojee lent advices of the 
inihappy turn of their affairs to Malhar Row, and entreated him to 
come to tiieir relief; he infiantly obeyed the lummons, and marched 
to them. During this tiirte the Abdallee having recruited his people, 
left Akbarabad, and advanced towartls the enemy, who declined 
coming to adion, and (hut thcmfelves within a llrong forticls be¬ 
longing to the Jauts. 

Notwithftanding the expeded union of Malhar Row, the vizir 
faw' that he fhould fiill be in little capacity of withllanding the 
pov\er of the Abdallee. He, therefore, fent a vackecl to the Ro¬ 
hillas to'defire their mediation with the Abdallee for obtaininu a 
peace; and if they approved of the motion, that Hafiz Rahmut 
Cawn might come and fettle the' conditions. The Roliillas con- 






[a. d. 1758. 
The demands 


of the Abdallee were limited to two krore ^ of rupees, which 
the vizir confented to pay, offering to give thirty lacks upon the 
fpot, and 'aflignmcnts on the country for th^' remainder. At this 
interval Malhar Row arrived, and annulled the treaty. Both armies 
therefore prepared to renew th,c war. 'Fhe vizir continued in the 
fortrefs, and the Marhattas marched out to meet the Abdallee.— 


Malhar R ow commanded tlic van of the former, Jehan Cawn led 
on the latter. They met the Marhattas, were defeated, and fled to 
Jcypore, a country of Rajepoots, governed by Raja jeyfing ; the 
vizir followed. 


The feafon being far advanced, and the Abdallccs ufed to a more 
northern climate, being unable to fuftain the feverc licats which now 
came on, the army returned to Annoopfhehr, a place on the borders 
of Nejeeb Cawn’s territories, and not far diftant from the capital, 
where quarters were provided for them by Nejeeb Cawn, on the 
north-eafl; fide of the Jumna. On their way they befieged the fort 
of Sabitgher, and took it 

From Annoopfhehr the Abdallee fent his Naffuckchees with letters 
to Alice Gowher and Shuja Dowla, offering the throne to the former, 
and the vizarut to the latter. They arrived firfi with Shuja Dowla, 
who difmiffed them with letters of his own to the prince, prefling 
him to feize the occafion, and return to Hindoflaun. 


♦Two million fterling. 
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'fills jiriiice liacl, notuithflanding his defeat iaR' year, thoiiglif 
Idmlclf in a capacify tills to renew his attempts upon the province 
Baliar ; :i!k! being invited by Camgar Cawn, the Zelnindar ol 
Mev, wl'io had lately efcaped from iinjirifonmcnt, and other malc- 
ecntcnts, advamed as far as SalTeram, when he heard of his father's 
srsiMeal en'.l, lie immediately laufeJ a throne to he made, and 
aiit.nied the imperial dignity, taking ujHin him the name of Shah- 
Auhifn. He wrote to all the potentates ol the empire, requiring 
.diem to ae'ki low ledge his title j anel fent a khillut for the vi'/aruf to 
Sbuja i)(M7la. 'J'hat Nabob accepted ol the honours conferred upon 
dim, il;uel; coins in the name of Shah-Aulum, and wrote to the 


\' d.de e end tilt Rohilkis in behalf of the new king. 


.'soon .iftei till KafUiekchecs arrived at tlip prince’s camp with the 
k ltei's lidin the . vbdallee anei Shuja Dowla. He returned a fuitabic 
nnfwt'i to the lormcr; and to the latter he replied, that after the re- 
diiclion ol Bahar and Bengal, he would return to take piollellion ol 
tile throne ; but that he woukl never depart till he had wiped olf the 
dnlgraee wliicii hi.s honour had fuffered in thofe provinces. 


Shui.i Dowla, who waited only to learn the prince’s rcfolufit.ns, 
as foon as lu liad received his anfwcr, left him to profecute his de- 
figns on Bengal, and fet out with his forces for the camp of the 
Abel.dice, who hael fent liim repeated fiimmons to attend him. As 
feion as he ;vas near Annoopfiie b.i', the Abdallec fent forwards his 
own vizir to meet him, and bring him in Rate to tiic camp; where 
lie wais received as the vizir of the new king, and prefented in per- 
lon with a khillut for that purpofe. 


D 
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Malhar Row, after his defeat, had written to Ballajee, reprefenting 
the ncceffity of his coming himfelf in perfon, or fending a large 
army to rejaieve the Marhatta power in Hindoftaun. Ballajee was 
then at war with Salabut Jung, the fubahdar of Deccan, whom he 
had reduced to great diArefs. But upon the news of Malhar’s ill 
fuccefs, he accepted of a compofition from Salabut Jung, who ceded 
to him a confiderablc part of the province of Aurungabad ; and a 
peace was concluded between them, 

Ballajee being now at liberty to piirfue the war with greater vigor 
in Hindoftaun, raifed a vaA army of 100,000 men, and fent it 
under the command of his own Ton, BiffwaA'row. His illegitimate 
brother, ShemAieer Bahader, ScdaAiewrow, Ibraliecm Cawn Gar- 
dee, Antajee Mankefer, Appajec, Jeyajee, and Rogojec, were the 
principal men that attended BilTwaAirow. They proceeded diredly 
to the country of the Jauts, and were met by the vizir, Malhar, and 
the Jauts, on the banks of the river Bcea. The river Jumna, which 
lay between the two armies, being fwclled to a great height by the 
rains, they were obliged on each Ade to remain inadlivc. 

During this interval Biffwaffrow propofed to the Abdallce a pcaee 
upon the fame conditions which were formerly made with Nadir 
Shah. The Abdallee rejedled thefe offers with difdain, and on his 
part demanded that the Marhattas, whom he reproachfully Ailed the 
Zemindars of Deccan, Aiould return to their own territories, nor 
advance beyond the river Nerbudda, which was to be the boundary 
of their jurifdidtion : that his own power Arould extend as far as 
Panneeputt and Carnal: and that the revenues of the empire Aroidd 
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be collcdcd by the oflicers of the crown, who fliould duly pay the 
Marhattas their chout; in the coIIe< 5 lion of which the Marhattas 

iliould have no concern. As neither fide would recede from their 

• ^ 

own conditions, the negotiations had no other effe<ft than to take up 
the time which they could not make ufc of to a better advantage. 

* 

I'hc city of Shahjehanabad was ftill in the hands of Yacoob 
Alice Cawn, the governor left in it l 3 ^ the Abdallee with only 2000 
men, of which about 500 were Abdallees. BiffwafiVow no fooner 
learnt the weak ftate of the garrifon, than he befieged the city, of 
which he foon became mafter, and difmilTed Yacoob Alice Cawn, 
without any other i)f)ury than firipping him and his people of their 
elfcils. He was no fooner mailer of the city, than he difpofiefl'cd 
all the officers appointed by the vizir, and treated him with fo much 
neglccd;, that he heft the army in difgull, dnd encamped with a few 
followers at Carna-pahrcc, about two cofe from the Marhatta 
camp. 


It is probable that at this time they had entered into private en¬ 
gagements wdth Shuja Dowla, to acknowledge him vizir. He 
arrived fliortly after at the camp of the Abdallee; who, by the ad¬ 
vice of the Rohillas, fent him to the Marhattas with frefii propofals 
of peace ; and the Jauts were defired to ad as mediators. He was 
received in the charader of vizir, and with marks of friendfliip, by 
BilTwairrow; who immediately difmifled Rajah Dileer Sing, Caz- 
ooddeen Cawn’s vackeel, from his prefence and from the camp.— 
Gazooddeen Cawn being thus rejeded by all parties, and deprived 


D a 
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of all hopes of redrefs, retired into the country of the Jauts, who 
afforded him a fubfiflence. 

« 

The particulars of the negotiation carried on by Shuja Dowla arc 
not well known. Two months were confumed in various con¬ 
ferences, without any nearer profpedt of peace. It appears, however, 
that he was not altogether idle, from what puffed during this interval. 
Each of the powers that hded with the Abdallec were guided by 
their own feparate intereils. In one thing they all concurred, whicli 
W'as an univerfal enmity to Gazooddeen Cawn. Beiides this, Shuja 
Dowla had other material points in view, the fuccefs of the caufe in 
which he had engaged with the prince Alice Gowher, and his own 
confirmation in the vizarut. Gazooddeen Cawn was already re¬ 
moved. The prince’s title was publicly acknowledged by the Ab- 
dallee; nothing was wanting to cflablifh his authority but the con¬ 
currence of the Marhattas. To obtain this feems to have been the 
bufinefs of Shuja Dowla’s private conferences with the Maihattas. 
The refult was, that Biffwaffrow declared Alice Gowher king, and 
placed his fon on the koorfee as regent of the empire, during hi\ 
father’s abfence. One condition on wliich this appointment was 
made, was a prefent of five lacks to Biffwaffrowg for which the 
inotlrer of the young prince gave her jewels in pledge to the Ma¬ 
rhattas. This ftep could not but alarm the Abdallee, who was in- 
cenfed againfl Shuja Dowla as the promoter of it. Another cir- 
cumftance which happened prefently after, ferved to add to Iris 
luipicion of Shuja Dowla. Coonjpoora is a llrong fortified city 
belonging to the RohillUvS, lituatcd about feven days journey to the 
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norfti-wcft of Shahjchanabad. AbdoolTummut Cawn, the Phoj- 
dar of Paiineepiitt, refided here on the part of the Abdallce, and 
Kootub Cawn on that of the Rohillas. The Marhattas marched 
againfl this place, intending to befiege it, and were met by Abdoof- 
fummut Cawn, and Kootub Cawn, who gave them battle, but 
were defeated, and retreated to the city. Idle Marhattaj, without 
allowing them time to recover from the effeds of their dclcat, en¬ 
tered the place by florm, and put the garrifon and inhabitants to the 
fword, and became mailers of the city, wherein was found an im- 
menfe booty. The two chiefs were taken prifoners, and fent to 
Bilfwaflrow, who flew AbdoolTummut Cawn, and irnprifoned the 
Rohilla. The Abdallce no i'ooner heard of this lofs, than he flew 
into the mofl: violent rage. Idle river which was flill very high 
preventing him from attacking his enemies, he vented his refent- 
ment on Shuja D 'wla, whom he accufed’as a traitor and an incen- 
diary, and commanded him to depart from his army. By the in- 
tcrceflion of the Rohillas, lie was foon prevailed upon to pardon and 
recall him; but as his fidelity was llill fufpedlcd, he would not fuf- 
fer him to encamp within his lines. The lols of a place of lo 
much confcquencc, and the mortification of feeing his enemy carry 
on his fuccefi'es with impunity, determined him upon immediate 
revenge. He mounted his elephant, and rode dircdtly into the 
river, rcfolvcd to difeover if poffible fome part where it was ford¬ 
able; but the water, wherever he attempted a paffage, rofe higher 
than the elevated trunk of the elephant. Impatient of longer delay, 
he commantlcd his army to follow him, and pufhing into the midll 
of the flream, he fwam over to the oppolite bank. His troops, 
animated by the example of their leader, did the fame, and in a few 
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hours the whole army was fafely landed on the other fide of the 
river, with very little lofs, which fell chiefly to the fliarc of Shuja 
Dowla. 


As foon as he had ranged his forces in order, he marched without 
delay to the capital, hoping to fcizc it before the Marhattas could 
arrive to its relief; but he fouiu.1 it fo well garrifoned, that, having 
no artillery, he was obliged to dcfill from the attempt, and turn his 
attention towards BilTwaffrow, w'no was advancing towards him. 
They met, and the Marhattas were defeated. It does not appear 
that this engagement was very deeifive. Some accounts even make 
it terminate in favour of the Marhattas; but this is hardly probable. 
From this period nothing of confcqucnce happened till the beginning 
of January. Both armies continued in their encampment. The 
Abdallee at Sehaleh, four"cofc eaft of Panneeputt, and the Marhattas 
at Segher, clofe to Panneeputt. About the month of December a 
reinforcement of 15,000 men joined the Abdallee, and the Marhat¬ 
tas received a fupply of treafure, faid to be thirty-feven lacks, con- 
duded by an efcort of 8,000 men from Deccan. The Marhattas 
were now fo much inferior to the Abdallee and his allies, that they 
elurlf not ftir from their camp, hut kept themfelves confined within 
a flrontr entrenchment; whilfl: the Abdallee remained maficr of the 
country round them, and cut off all their fupplies of provifions. 

Dclcel Cawn Rohilla, the Zemindar of Coonjpoora, the capital 
of which ftill remained in poireffion of the Marhattas, marched into 
that country, and facked all the villages, from whence the enemy 
might receive any fupplies; whilft other detachments committed the 
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like ravages in other parts; the Marhattas all the time lying inadlive, 
nor daring to oppofe them. They were at length reduced to the 
greateft freights; their provifion was wholly confumed, and the 
people and cattle daily wafting away by famine. In this diftrefs, 
which every day rendered more deplorable, Biftwaflrow aftlmblcd 
the chiefs, and it was unanimoufly refolved to truft to thp defperate 
hazard of a battle, rather than thus to perifti by hunger. This being 
determined on, the whole army marched out of the entrenchments, 
and on the morning of the 14th of January advanced towards the 
enemy. They were now within two cofe of the camp of the 
Abdallee, when he marched out to receive them. When both 
armies came in ftght of each other, they cannonaded one another 
till towards noon, when they came to clofe engagement with their 
battle-axes. The fight was maintained with great obftinacy, and 
various fuccels, lill towards the clofe of the day, when the advan¬ 
tage fecm.ed to be on the fide of the Marhattas, who had penetrated 
even to the Abdallee’s camp. At this juncture, a body of Fackeers 
in the fervice of Shuja Dowla ruftred in amongft the foremeft of the 
Marhattas with fuch intrepidity and fuccefs, as gave a turn to the 
battle. Th? Marhattas, unable to withftand fo fierce a conflid:, gave 
back. The affailants purfued their fuccefs, and foon after the rout 
became univerlal. Many thoufands of the Marhattas were flain in 
tl)e fight, and in the purfuit, w'hich was continued the next day; 
and the reii, difperfed about the country, were maffacred and plun¬ 
dered by the Zemindars, or efcaped and joined by degrees their 
feveral commanders. Shemflicer Bahader, and ibraheem Cawn 
Gardec, with moft of his people, being on foot, were flain. She- 
dafhewrow, the principal officer under Biffwaftrow, poifoned las 
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women to prevent their falling into the hands of the conqueror, and 
fled towards Narnowl in the road to li)cccan. Biffwafliow, Mal- 
har Row, Junkojee, and other cliicfs of note, arc faid to liavc been 
amonvft the flain; but this is not certain. All accounts concur in 
veprefenting the Abdallcc’s vidory as complete. Shuja Dowla, to 
whofe brayery and condud the fuccefs was chiefly owing, was 
honoured by the Abdallce with niofl lignal marks of his approba¬ 
tion. d1iat monarch embraced liim after tlic battle, fliled him in 


form bis fon, and caufed the vidory to be proclaimed and regiflered 
in his name. On the i6th of January, by the command of the 
Abdallce, proper officers were fent by Shuja Dowla and Nejeeb 
Oawn to take potTeflion of the Marhatta C'amp at Segher, and to 
take an account of the plunder, which was invaluable, conhfling 
of the whole artillery, tents, elephants, horfes, camels, and other 
cattle and baggage, with a vafl: treafurc. 


Naroo Sankcr, the Marhatta governor of Shahjehanabad, fled the 
day after the adion towards Akbarabad, with all liis efledls and 
treafurc; the latter of which mufl have been very conlidcrable, as 
his government had been a continued fccnc of rapine and extortion. 
It is fiiti, that he was flopped in the way by order of Soorujmul 
the | flripped of all his ill-gotten wealth, and left to purfuc his 
journev, iti equal diftrefs and terror, to Akbarabad. The next day, 
a detachment fent by Shuja Dowla entered the city, and took pof- 
fcTdon of the place; and jehan Cawn, the former Subahdar, who 
had gained the affedions of the people by his moderate and jufl 
adminiflration, was expeded there fliortly in the fame capacity. On 
the i6th, Mirza Bawber, the fon of Alice Gowher, rode out. 
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attended by his courtj to vilit the Abdalkc, and congratulate him 
on his victory. 


It will be proper now' to take a flrort Ikctch of the affairs of Ben¬ 
gal. The prince aflembled an immenfe army, defeated Rajah Ram- 
marain, who then commanded the forces of Jaffer Ally Cawn in 
Bahar; but was foon after attacked and worfled by the young Nabob 
and Major Caillaud. By thciflviceof CamgarCawn, he fuddcnly 
]')aired by the young Nabob, and entered the province of. Bengal by 
the pafles of the mountains; but was fo clofely puiTucd, that dc- 
fpairing of fuccefs, he returned by the fame road, and without 
lofing time laid tlotc hege to Patna, which was gallantly defended 
by the Knglilh garrifon, till the arrival of Captain Knox with a 
iletachment of Europeans andScapoys, who relieved it. The prince 
immediately raifed the fiege and retired to^Tckarrce, where he puf¬ 
fed the rains. The young Nabob and Major Caillaud arrived foon 
after. Sometime was fpent in the purfuit of Khaudim HulTein 
Cawn, Naib of Purnea, who had tided with the prince. But the 
campaign w as put an end to fooner than was intended by' the fudden 
death of the young Nabob who was Ifruck by lightening. The 
troops took up their quarters in Patna. In the month of Odlober 
the Nabob jaffer Ally Cawn refigned his government to his fon-in- 
law Coflim Ally Cawn, and retired to Calcutta. 


After the rains the two armies again took the field. A trcaiy of 
peace was fet on fcot; but broke off through the means of Caingar 
Cawn. At length, Major Carnac, who commanded the Englilh 
forces, marched againft the prince* on the 15th of January, and 
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attacked and beat him, taking M. Law and the French party pri- 
foners. He purfued the prince very clofely for fome days, till the 
latter found himfelf fo flreightened, that he offered to throw himfelf 
upon the protection of the Englifli, which was accepted; and on 
the 8th of January he joined the Englifh camp, and proceeded with 
them to Patna. 


Tlic province of Allahabad, indfbding the diltriCt of Corah, 
eflimatcd at the yearly revenue of twenty-two lacks of rupees, was 
afligned him in guarantee by the Company ; and, in addition, to 
render his eftablifhment fplendid, the Britilh governor, in behalf of 
the Company, agreed to pay into his majefly’s treafury the annual 
fum of twenty-fix lacks of rupees from the revenues of Bengal.— 
In return for thefc conceffions, Shah-Aulum direCted a firmaun to be 
made out, conftituting the Englifh Eaft-India Company perpetual 
Dewaun of the rich and fertile provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Oriffa, affording a revenue of three millions fierling. 


The city of Allahabad was fcleCled for his majefiy’s rcfidencc, 
where he kept his court in great fplendour. 

The provifion thus made for Shah-Aulum was certainly ample, 
and the terms dictated by a fpirit of confiflent liberality. 


Surrounded by his moft fiithful fervants, in the bofom of his 
family, and under the generous fafeguard of the Britifli nation, had 
Shah-Aulum properly appreciated his fituation, he might no doubt 
iiavc paffed the remainder of his days in tranquillity and comfort. 
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It would appear, however, that this prince’s clifpofition and 
capacity has been imperfed;Iy underftood by his contemporaries.— 
Tlie early part of his life had been active and enterprifing; and his 
condu 61 ; in extricating himfclf from the violence of Gazooddeen 
exhibited a fpirit of great gallantry and energy of mind. But 
weak, effeminate, and irrcfolute, he fuffcred himfclf to be wholly 
ruled by the will of others. Though apparently fatisfied in his ex¬ 
terior behaviour, Shah-Aulum, even from the moment of his fettlc- 


ment at Allahabad, fighed in fecret for the pleafures of the capital, 
and was ambitious of rc-afeending the throne of his anccflorsj under 
this impreflion, lie unhappily fuffered himfclf to be buoyed up by 
the promifes of tl>c Marhatta chiefs, and by the unworthy advice 
of his own counfcllors, who, big with the hope of ruling with un¬ 
controlled fway, urged their fovereign to throw off this dependance 
on the Englifh. alfert his own rights, and march to Delhi. 


Accordingly, after an unquiet rcfidcnce of five years at Allahabad, 
the emperor ventured on an ill-judged rafli experiment, which proved 
a fourcc of inceffant misfortune to himfelf and family; and which 
the woeful experience of twenty-fix years of anxiety, forrow, and 
trouble, has but too fatally demonftrated. 


Not, however, to anticipate the feries of events detailed in the 
following volume, we proceed to relate the particular circumftances 

that gave rife to this extraordinary refolution of Shah-Aulum *. 

• 

* As ample details of the tranfa^lions, from the deccafe of Mahmud Shah until 
1765, have been given by Colonel Dow and Captain Jonathan Scott, the author has 
deemed it eligible to treat of thofe events with brevity. 
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CHAP. II. 

Siiaii-Aulum rcpdes r//A llahabad—Nejeeb Al Dowlaii 
at Delhi — Succindl Account of the M a R 11 a t T a s — The 
Mariiattas invite the Kinv to return to Delhi — Negotia¬ 
tions—Kingfets out—Arrival at Delhi. 

i 

SHAH-AULUM, thus eligibly fituated, in the bofom of his 
family, and furrounded by fome of his mod; faithful fervants, might 
now have fecured himfelf a fafe and honourable afylum for the re- 
mainder of his days. But it was the misfortune of this prince to 
be fwayed by the counfels of defigning perfons, who, on the king’s 
return to his capital, forefaw a renewal of their own confequence, 
and an opportunity afforded for the gratification of their ambitious 
views. 

Buoyed up by the flattering profped: of afeending the throne of 
Timour, and enjoying the luxury and fplendour of the capital, Shah- 
Aulum was perfuaded to liden to the overtures which, about this 
time, were made him by the Marhatta nation. I'hc power of this 
nation, though flowly recovering from the effed.s of the latal defeat 
at Panneeputt, was dill formidable. Their dominions, in 1770, 
w'ere bounded on the wed by the country of the Rathorc Rajpoots; 
and to fouth wed, including the fertile province of C(i2crat, ex¬ 
tended to the Indian ocean. Their eadern confine touched the ex¬ 
tremity of Bahar and the Cuttack province, bounded on that fide by 
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the Soobanreeka *. On tlie north by the Chumbul, a large and 
niajeftic river which rifcs in the centrical parts of the Rathore moun¬ 
tains, and, after traverfing fome of the moft fertile parts of Hin- 
doftaun, difcliargcs itfclf into the Jumna on the confines of Binde. 

Within this widely-extended circuit were included the ancient 
kingdoms of Baglana and Beejapore, acquired by the valour of 
Sevajee, founder of the empire, the provinces of Berar and Bundel- 
ennd, Malwah, Cundeilh, and Guzurat., 

Poonah, a large and opulent, but unfortified, city, difiant 100 
miles north of Bombay, is the prefent capital of the Marhatta 
nation. 

In the latter years of the reign of Shal> jehan, Sewajee, a noble 
Marhatta, who drew his lineage from the ancient fovereigns of 
Deccan, laid the foundation of his country’s grandeur. Through a 
feries of bold operations, attended by uncommon fuccefs, he baffled 
every attempt of the great Aurengzeeb to deprefs his power; and, 
during the reign at that prince, he enlarged and extended his ter¬ 
ritory ; and died in the plenitude of his power and fovereign fway 
over fome of the richeil provinces in Deccan Jx His fon and fuc- 
ceffor, Sambajee, was weak and diffolute; but Rajah Sahoo, the 

* A river wliich divicks Bcng;il from tlic Cuttack province. 

t In this brief detail of the Marhatta Oates, the author has principally followed the 
intcreOing reports of the felcift committee of the houfe of commons on the firft and 
fecond Marhatta wars. Mr. Onne's valuable hiftorical fragments have alfo been con- 
fnlted oceafionally. 
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third of the family, enjoyed a long and fucccfsful reign. Under 
his aufpic® the Marhatta leaders, iduing from their ftrong holds in 
the niOtmtains, dcfcendcd into the plains of Hindollaiin ; and by a 
fucceffion of rapid and brilliant vidorics, overwhelmed the tottering 
fabric of the Mogul power, and fliook the throne of Timoor to its 
foundations. 

f 

On the death of Sahoo, the authority of Serajee’s family firft ex¬ 
hibited fymptoms of dedinc. The great lords of the empire took 
advantage of the lituation of an infant fovercign ; and, aifuming an 
independant authority, ereded the famous ofiice of PiuJIjwah, or 
Diredor-gencral of the affairs of the empire: which, in time, em¬ 
braced every department of the date, and totally eclipfed the in¬ 
fluence of the royal family. 

Bajerow Balajee, the firfl Paifliwah, was a man of great abilities. 
To the bravery of an intrepid foldier and Ikilful general, he added 
political fagacityr and after a long and fuccefsful adminiflration, 
had the lingular good fortune to tranfmit his authority unimpaired, 
and his influence undiminiflied, to his family and defeendants. 

A fucccllion of Paillrwahs after Bajerow continued (o dired the 
affairs of the Marhatta date, until the middle of the prefent century. 
During this period the reprefentative of the royal line of Sevajee, 
immured within the fortrefs of Sittarah, exhibited only the pageant 
of a fovereign. The idle ceremony of inveding each* fucceflive 
Paifhwah in his office, the only ad of royalty which he was per- 
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mitted to exercifc, fervcd but to render him an obje(9: of pity and 
degradation in the eyes of the princes of Hindoftaun., 

The great jagheerdars, or hereditary landholders, among the 
Marhatlas, polTeired on their own eftates a kind of foverdgn au¬ 
thority j and the terms by which they held their dQm.ains bore 
ftriking fimilarity to the ancient feudal fyflem of many countries in 
Europe. 

In times of war, indeed, when the public exigencies of the ftatc 
required, thefe chiefs were obliged not only to furniflr their quota 
toward tlie general ifock, but alfo to appear in the field at the head 
of their followers, to defend the great banner of the empire. When 
the time of that fcrvice expired, they returned to their Jagheers what 
they enjoyed in perpetuity, converting the’ revenues folcly to their 
own ufe. Nor would they, though frequently'^ called upon by the 
Pailhwah’s minifiers, confent to any diminution therein. 

• 

Confeious of their own firength and internal rcfources, thefe 
hardy chiefs were frtisfied with paying a nominal allegiance to the 
commands of the Pailhwah ; and as they incrcafcd in numbers be¬ 
came more daring, till at length they threw off the yoke; and the 
energy and a< 5 tivity which the firft Paifhwahs had difplayed ccafing, 
the Jagheerdars efiablifhed themfclves in independance of the court 
of Poonah. 

This fo far reduced the influence of the Paifliwah family as to 
give the Marhatta nation the appearance of a great military republic, 



3a HISTORY OF [a. d. 1770. 

united by general intcieds, but divided and diflincfl in tlie operation 
of its various executive branches, in which fituatioa it remains to 
the preient day. At the period now commenrorating, Madhoo 
Row Nerrain held the office of Pailbwah at tlie court of Poonah, 
By an early application to bufinefs, lie contrived to uphold liis 
autliority againfl the intrigues of his numerous enemies, and to ren¬ 
der his authority refpeded. 

On tlie other hand, three powerful families in the Pate were 
fecrctly endeavouring to undermine the authority of the Pailhwah, 
and erc6t their own on its ruin. 1. The familv of Bhonfclah, 
rulers of the province of Berar, -which tliey held in jagliirc from 
Rajah Sahoo. Moodajee Bhonfclah at this time ruled over that 
province, and is well known to the Britiflr nation. Allied by blood 
to the royal family of Sevajec, tin’s chief was coniidered with the 
higheP refped by the whole Marhatta nation; and having ePa- 
bliflrcd his authority on a found bafis, he is looked up to by all 
parties as a proper counterpoife to the inPucncc and over-weening 

ambition of the court of Poonali. 2. Pillagcc Guicawar, or the 

% 

herdfman, wl.ofe ancePors wrePed from the Mogul F'urrok Seer 
all the country at the foot of the Balah Ghaut mountains, and from 
Ahumudabad, the capital of Guzzerat, to the port of Damaun on 
the coaP of Conkan. This family (whofe jaghire was likewife a 
grant Irom Rajah Sahoo) formed an alliance with the BritiPi go¬ 
vernment during the fecond Marhatta war ’^. 3. Tookajee Holkar 

and jsiadhajee Sindia, who jointly lhared the Malwah province. 

• See reports of the fclcdl committee, &c. 
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The Marh.itc.i force when united might amount to 150,000 men, 
the major part of which being horfemen, were accuftonicd to a dc- 
fultory anti predatory mode of warfare, entirely defbitutc of fcicnce 
or difeipline, biip_ formidable from their numbers and cnergetick 
method of attack. d he Marliattas then, a.s already remark¬ 


ed, havintf recovercti 


in a 


great meafure the ihock fiilbun 


cd 


in tiicii late defeit, appeared ready to renew their efforts, and inter- 
pofe in tb.e tniidact loi'r. of tlie court of Delhi. Three chiefs of note, 
'i'oouajee, Sindiali, anti Befagee, had for fume time pad taken a 
favourable pofition with a large force to the northward ol tlic river 


Chunibul, in tbic vicinity of the town of Futtah Pore. Nujeeb A 1 
Do'.vla, wlio had been placed at the head of the adminifdration at 
Delhi, continued in tliat fituation v. itli great credit to himfelf and 
benefit to the fiatc. An able politician, a valorous foldicr, raid 
picafant and aHabIc in bis manners and demeanour, be gained the 
confidence of the Idelbians, and his influence was found fufficient to 
upliold the royal authority in the fmull portion of authority wl.-ch it 
Hill retained. Nujeeb A 1 Dowla, who was equally dcflrou^ witli 
the king’s friends lor bis majefly to return to Delhi, readily entered 
mfo tb.e \iew’s of the Marbatta.s on that head. He bad moiV'.wer a 
more loiv ible argument to infpirc him w itli tliat rcfobition. The 
j iiiti, V, iio, notw ithflanding their late difaflcr in ib,c lofs of Sooruj 
Mull, ibcir favourite cliicf, had made heaif again under his fon and 
iuceeffor, Jowalier Sing, and threatened Delhi wdth the horrors of a 
dege. fn.this critical lituation, the minifler entered into an alliance 
uit'i tlic Marhatta leaders, and in concert with tliem, invited Shah- 
.Aulum to return to his capital. The Marliattas who had an army 
I, oniifling of 30,000 horfe, if fincerc in their profefhons of 
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meliorating the king’s fituation, certainly poirdfed the means, totally 
independent either of the Britilli or any other nation in Hindoflaun. 
But it cannot be denied that their chief aim in uniting with the mi- 
nifter, and a concurrence with the king’s inclinations, were not dic¬ 
tated by a generous regard for his intcrcfls, but intircly with a view 
to their own aggrandilcment. 


Tlity expeefted when Shah-Aulum, through their aSifiancc, fliotild 
be eihiblilhed at Delhi, the whole management of affiiirs would be 
placed in their hands, and were determined that neither Nujeeb Al 
Dowla nor any other miniiler ihotild poHcfs influence in the flute. 
This intention, indeed, appeared manifelf throughout the negocia- 
tions; conformably to the charaderiflic policy ol their nation, they 
inflrudtcd their agent to announce to the king the reward they ex¬ 
pected for their interference, in the prefent critical Hate of affairs,, 
and made a previous, though fecrct, flipulation for H ecflion of the 
provitrees of Corah and Allahabad to be delivered (wer to them for ever,, 


To thefc demands, however exorbitant, Sliah-y\ulum, impatient 
of his eonfinement at Allahabad, anti eager to Itt out on bis in¬ 
tended iouniey, yielded a ready alfent. Kaijeeb Al Douli, v, lien Ik, 
wrote at this time to the king, recapitulated the eirenndlance', tint 
led to tlie prefent offers of the Marhatta leaders, and earnclily jaef- 
fed the neceffity of his fpcedy appearance at the capital. “ By 
“ tliis Hep,” faid he, " the dedgns of your enemies will be fruf- 
“ trated, and the rebels piiniilicd; and I fhall have the lingular 
' ‘ fatisfadion of feeing your rnajelly, befoic ! die, feated on the throne 
‘‘ of your illuHnous anccHors, and rcHored to imperial authoiity.” 
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A f cw c':;) s alter writing the above letter, this able minillcr, at an 
advanced age, b.aving, laboured under a complication of diforders, 
expired, to the great tletriment of the king’s intercHs, and the 
<rencral regret ot tlic inliabitants of Delhi, who hill continue to 
fjicak of his adminilira.tion in terms of refpedfui gratitude. This 
occurrence, however untowanl, made no alteration in the ]dan 
laid down; on the contrary, tlie king a.j'ipearcd more eager than be- 
lorc to commence iiis expedition; and notv\ ithllanding the falutary 
advice of th.c Englilli government, the intreaties (rf the vizir, or the 
rcmonjlrances of fucli of his lervanls who were attached to his real 
interefis, he perfilled in his defign. 


Previous to Shah-Aulum’s departure, his ininiflcr, Munecr Al 
Dowlali, who had already made two journeys info Deccan to concert 
meafures with, tire Marliutta chiefs, was now for the lafl time fent 
by the king to Calcutta to demand the approbation of the Jlritiil] 
government on his intended movement. But here he met r. ;(h a 
politivc refufd; convinced of the imprudence of die ftep liis nia jelly 
was about to take, (he council flrongly rcmoiiflratcd againd ic; 
drey told Muncer ,'\1 Dowluh that the king was tlirowing a\\'a' d.c 
fuldlance to grafp a fbarlow, and facrificing his folid and fnbilantial 
iritereils to the vain and idle gratification of rcfiding in the imperial 
•palace; they warnc.l him againfh the impolicy of placing confidence 
ju die Marhattas, the very people whofe perfidious conducL and in- 
fatiable anrbition liad already proved fo fatal to many of his augufl 
family. 'I'hcy finally predidlctl that tire prefent nieafure was equally 
dangerous and deftrudlivc to Ids real benefit, as it would undoubtedly 
hereafter prove diftrefling to his recollection. With tlrefe fenti- 
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ments, certainly honourable to thcm{elve6, the council <»F Calcutta 
difmiiTed Muneer A 1 Dovvlali. But tliourli the Britilli rovernment 
declined to fanhtion the kin^hs departure Irorn their protcittou, they 
permitted him to retain in his fcrvice Ihiiic battalions of Seapoys 
which had been traineel and dilciplined alter tlie luirojiean method, 
having firf}:, however, withdrawn their own oilicers. With thefe 
and caher aids, particularly a large I’upply I'roin tlie vizir, and tlu 
exertions of tlie Mogul nobles, Shah-Aulum was enabled in tlie 
fpring of 1771 to afl'emblc ;yi army o! about j 6,000 men. At liis 
departure, Shuja Al Dowla, the viz,ir, prefented a magniheent j'-ah];- 
culli, or offering, with four lacks oi lupecs in fpccic. He hkcwilc, 
in concert with the commander in chid of the Britifn force:,, ac¬ 
companied his majcfly to the frontiers of the Corah province; when 
having again renewed their folicitations to detain tlie king, but 
without effehl, they took their leave. 

On the road, intelligence was received of tlic eleatli of Ahinial 
Khan Bungeilh, the Nawauh of Furookhabad: on which the aimy 
halted, and a mclfage was fent by the king’s minillers to the guas- 
dians of the infant Nawauh, Muzuffiir Jung, to demand tlic ;irrcar-. 
due as paiiheulh to the royal treafury for fevcral years. 

This action, confidering the unprotcdlcd Ihire of the young .\'a- 
waub, was confidcred as opprelhve and unjull; tna it was vehe¬ 
mently defended by the minillers, on the principle of Ids majelly’s 
want of ability to enforce his right until the prefent period. 


Haifam Al Dowlah and other noblemen had a conference with 
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tlic giKuuians (>1 lia’ Nawaub ; at \\hich it was agreed that 

paidiciu'li ol four l .eks (d rupees drould be given on the part of 
Isui/uflui Jung; for w’lieli ]h‘ was honoured by his njajefty with 
a ivlullul, and otla r marks of tbfHndion; and a patent was direded 
to be illacd fixau the ehanecrv ofjiec, confirming' iiini Nawaub ol 
tlie di'iiiet. 

'The p-cne'dica.I rains being now fet in, the king ordered his arna)' 
oj ea.ntoii ;a Nabbcc tliinje, a (own thirty miles ueft of I'urooka- 
kad, an I ;n tlie high ruat! to Delhi. At this place Annnt Row, a 
iMa.rhatta vakeel, waited the arrival of the royal army, lie was 
charged vrith the fonow ing projuifitions lor the king’s conlideration : 

1. Tiiat wliafcver balance of Chou/'''- was due frotn the crown to 
tl\e Railliwah^ 1. mily finec the tinre of Mahmud Shall, Ihoulel be 
faithfully dileb.a.igecl. That whatever plunder might be acejuired 
during t'ue war ilrrmld be equally divielcd between the Marhattas ami 
the: fvhjgu! troops. 

2. h'hat on fix- king’s arrival at Delhi, the Marhatta leaders fliould 
b? iiaiMinud in tlie jiolfdhon of their refpedi\c iaghcers: and, 
nnallv, f, r the purpofc of carrying on the war againft the fauts and 
Olliers, ;he I'uin of h\v' lacks of rupees Ihould bq immediately ad¬ 
vanced fveiin the king’s treafury. 


* T !u' Cliout is the tribute impofeet by (he Mnrhattas upon every part of Hindoftaun 
that came under tlieir authority tince their firft irruptions. It lignifies one fourth part 
< f (he net revenue of' any hate or province. 
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Thefc propofals, at a time when his majcfiy was fo near his 
capital, caufed him extreme difgiifl:. He perceived too well th.c 
arrogant fpiyit by which they were didtated ; but confeious of bis 
own inability to rclift or evade the fullcfl compliance, lie accjuicfced 
in the demand. The vakeel was gracioufly received; and a few 
days after the Nawaub Mujud A 1 Dowla and fevcral of the nobility 
arrived in the camp from Delhi, to vilit and congratulate his majefly 
on his approach. I'licy brought with them from the Marhatta 
chiefs a variety of coflly prefents; and many foldiers of fortune and 
adventurers having joined the royal flandard, the court exhibited a 
gay and fplendid appearance. 

The arrival of the Marhatta chiefs enhanced the general fatisfac¬ 
tion; and on a day appointed, Sindiah, Holkar, and Becfajee, were 
introduced into the king’s prefence, and received with marks of 
diftinguilhed rcfpe(fl:. 

Every thing being now fettled, the army continued its march; 
and on the 25th of December, 1771, Shah-Aulum made his entry 
into the capital with much pomp and fplcndour, and amidft the 
acclamations of all ranks of people. 
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CHAP. III. 

Proceedings againjl Z a bit a Khan—Marhattas refufe to 
divide the Plunder — Nujurr Khan in high Favour — He 
quarrels ivith the Marhat'I'as — His Defeat — Pardoned — 
Cefion of Corah and /Yllahabad to the Marhattas — 
SiiujA Al Dowla inarches againf the Marhattas — 
Marhattas leiire to Deccan. 


THE fiift objed; to which Sh;ih-Aiilum direded his attention 
after a few' days repofe, was the punifliment of Zabita Khan, fon 
to the late minil'.cr, Niijeeb Al Dowlah. At the time of his father’s 
death, this nobleman rclidcd at Schaurunpore, the capital of the 
province of the fame name. 

i' 

Idiis province, fituated in the upper parts of the Dooab in the 
vicinity of the Sezea/iek hills, in the latitude of 28-29, N. long. 
77. 50. \V. and about 70 miles Eall of Delhi, was the jaghecr 
bellowed upon Ncjeeb Al Dowlah, as a reward for the many fervices 
rci'.dcrcd by him to the Hate. It commences under the Sewalick 
hills, anei is houndeei on the north by the fortrefs of Ghofe Ghur, 
call by Sakertaul on the Ganges j well; by the Purgannah of Seam- 
lee; anei fouth by the town of Meerut. The foil is fertile anel 

• 

* The country lying betwixt the rivers Ganges and Jumna. 
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luxurious, producing grain, fugarcane, and tobacco, in tlic gaatclb 
abundance: and until injured by the various internal conmiolions 
which ocejarred during tbe turbulent reigns of Aurcng7t< b’s fuc- 
celTors, it was eflccmed one of the mofl fertile parts of t!.c enijurc. 

Zabita Khan, not equally inclined to fupport the royal caufc as 
bis father liad been, deemed the confufed ilale of tbe kiiip’s afairs 
a fit opjiortunity to facilitate liis own ambitious vicu h ; and learec 
bad his father expired, vdien he applied liirn/'clf to raifing troops, 
who were chiefly Afgbauns of his own tribe, and in fortifying the 
flrong holds in bis dilfridf. Among tbefe was the poll of Sakertaul, 
fituated fifty miles from the capital, on the wefiern bank of the 
(hinges. Tins place was felcdlcd by Zabita Khan as the rnoft 
eligible to make an advantageous fland. He tlnew up flrong cn- 
trenebments; and having alleniblcd a numerous boiiy of i ctcran 
Robillas, rcfolved to wait the attack of the royal army, now on the 
way to punifh his rebellion. 

The khig commanded in perfon, and under him was the K;iwaub 
Mirxa iNujulT Khan, w Iio began about this time to be not.eed with 
marks of yairticukir regard by Ids majefly, which was tlic ((.'undation 
of his luture power. The Maihatta forces were fent on as an ad¬ 
vance guard, and the king and Nujuff Klian followed with the re¬ 
mainder of the troops. 

« 

Intelligence of the approach of the royal ainiy being conveyed to 
Zabita Khan, he thought it better, by making a fpirited effort to 
overcome his enemies in the field, tlvan ivaiting behind his entrench- 
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ments. He accordingly advanced a few miles in front of his camp, 
and offered battle to the king’s troops. The contert was bloody, 
and for fomc time doubtful; the rebel chiefs, Sadut Khan and Syud 
Khan, led on their troops with great fpirit; but the former being 
unfortunately flain by a cannon ball, the Rohillas, difpirited at that 
event, began to give way. Zabita Khan perceiving the difaflcr. 
Ordered a retreat, and was foon compelled to leave the field of battle 
with precipitation. The Marhatta horfc, advancing with great ra¬ 
pidity, commenced the purfuit of the flying enemy on all fldcs, and 
entering the camp along with the fugitij^i^, they foon got pofTcfTion 
of it, which rendered their vidlory complete. In the camp they 
found a fine park of* artillery, together w'ith an immenfe plunder of 
money, flores, and valuable effedfs of every kind ; and the whole 
of the family of Zabita Khan w'ere made prifoners. 


This firfl; effay .augured favorably for the fuccefs of his majefty’s 
arms; but the avarice exhibited by the Marhattas in the moment 
of vidlory caufed great difeontents among the king’s troops, 
and laid the feeds of internal difeord and animofity. Notwithftand- 
ing the ffipulations already recorded, which were entered into at 
Nubbee Gunj, the Marhattas appropriated the greatefl: part of the 
fpoil taken on this occafion to their own ufe. They fecured the 
whole of the treafure, amounting to a krore of rupees, without 
offering to make the fmallefl: difiribution with their gallant col¬ 
leagues. The king, incenfed at this condudt, complained of it 
with warmth to the Marhatta leaders, but without effedl. He found 
their prefent influence too great to be fet afide, and therefore dif- 
fcmbled; but the Mogul nobility nourilhed a fecret hatred againfl: 
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them, which they refolved to make manifeft on the firll opportunity 
that was afFprded them. 

Meanwhile the army advanced, and took poffeffion of Schaurun- 
pore, together with other firong places in the neighbourhood ; fo 
that, excepting the fort of Ghofe Ghur, the whole of the province 
acknowiedged the king’s authority. I'he family of Zabita Khan, 
who had been taken in his camp, were by order of Shah-Aulum fet 
at liberty, and fent with a ftrong efcort to the fort of Ghofe Ghur, it 
being an inviolable maxim throughout Hindoftaun, and in general 
moil religioufly obferved, to refpcil the honour of the Haram 

Having appointed a perfon to command in Sehaurunpore, and 
fettled the affairs of the province, Shah-Aulum returned with the 
army to Delhi. 

The conduit of the Marhatta chiefs in refufing to make a fail 
diftribution of the fpoil acquired by the late viilory, made a deep 
impreflion on the mind of Shah-Aulum. The prefenee of perfons 
who had infulted his authority was irkfome to him; and, in order 
to be releafed from the reftraint which they impofed, he requefted 
them to march their forces againft the Jauts, who had again alfem- 
blcd in arms under the command of their chief. Rajah Nuwil Sing. 
The Marhaltas obeyed the order, and departed; but had not been 
gone many days, when the king received authentic information that 
they were in league with the rebel, Zabita Khan, who had cajoled 

* The Haram fignifics any females of the family, wiiatcvcr may be their rank oi 
condition. 
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them into his views, and were aiHiually on the point of concluding 
a treaty with that nobleman. 


Shah-Aulum, determined to make one effort to deftroy their in¬ 
iquitous cabals, allccd advice from Nujuff Khan. He propofed to 
augment the Mogul army, and to raife new levies with ^ill poffible 
expedition. I'he king, who knew his ability, and was convinced 
of his attachment, relied entirely on his exertions; and to give proof 
of his confidence, he publicly befiowed on him the office of Pay- 
mailer General of his forces. 


Nujuff Khan in'a ffiort time affcmbled a confiderable body of 
troops ; and to animate their zeal on the occafion, he declared it w'as 
for the foie purpofe of proteifling the perfon of his majefly againff 
the infolcnt menaces of the Marhatta chiefs. 

Thcfc precautions were fufficiently jullificd by the conducfl of the 
Marhattas, who, on their arrival in the country of the Jauts, inflead 
of profccuting the war, were employed in fettling the terms of a 
treaty with Zabita Khan. On the arrival of that chief in their 
camp, it was flipulated that, on his advancing a large fum of money, ‘ 
they would return to Delhi, and on their arrival, in concert with 
him, infill not only on a pardon for his offences, but the invclliturc 
of the office of Ameer A 1 Omrah*, which his father had enjoyed. 
Conformably to this agreement they flruck their tents, and marched 
towards Delhi. When arrived in the neighbourhood of that city, 

• 

* Chief of the nobility, an office of the higheft rank in Hindoftaun. 
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they fent a meflenger to his majefty to require his compliance with 
the dernands aforementioned] but Shah-Aulum relying on the at- 
tachmtittb of the Mogul troops, and the fidelity of Nujuff Khan, 
alTumed a bolder tone, and difinifiTed the melTcnger with a pofitive 
rcfufal. 

Meanwhile the minifter by the king’s order led out his troops to 
battle. He took poll near the monument of a Mahomedan devotee 
without the walls of the city, oppofitc the gate called Ajmere. His 
army was w'ell appointed, having a numerous artillery commanded 
by a French officer. The Marhattas, who outnumbered their op¬ 
ponents, were confident of fuccefs, and the attack commenced with 
great fury on both fides, but an accident which happened to Nujuff 
Khan, by the blowing up of an ammunition waggon, and which 
caufed a confiderable lofs among his troops, turned the fortune of 
the day in favour of the enemy, and with great difliculy the mi- 
niftcr was enabled to draw off a part of his army under ffieltcr of a 
flight entrenchment thrown up in hafle by the French commandant 
of artillery. The Marhattas dill iking to attack the entrenchment, 
fuddenly wheeled off and attacked the gate of the city wliith was 
.near them, hoping to carry it; but Hufi'am A 1 Dowlah, who was 
ftationed in that place, repulfed them with great intrepidity, till 
finding they could not effedt their purpofc, they fuddenly witlulrcw' 
their army, and retired to a fmall diftance from the city. 

From the iffuc of the preceding day, tlie king faw too plainly he 
could not hope to prolong the conteflj and, at a confultation which 
he held with his Mogul officers, they with rtludlance advifed him 
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to accommodate matters with the enemy, and a negodatioa 

9 

accordingly commenced. The Marhattas were again invited to 
court, whither they repaired the enfuing morning, accompanied by 
Zabita Khan, who was pardoned, and moreover gratified with a 
khilkif, reinfiated in liis government of Sehaurunpore, and 
finally, appointed to the long-expcded office of Ameer AJ Omrah. 
It has been judged by many that thefe conceffions fo degrading to 
the king, were not w'liolly occafioned by liis inability to refill:, but 
partly from the intrigues of HtilTam A 1 Dowlah, who, though he 
had behaved gallantly in tb.a late attack, was known to be in the 
interell of the Marhattas. Tlieir triumph was now complete] 
and to cfiablifli it in t!ic eyes of all HinJoftaun, they alkcd and 
obtained from his majefty funnuds * for the province of Corah and 
Allahabad, which had by a folemn treaty already been granted to 
the Englifli. 


Though Shah-Aulum acceded to this degradation with indigna¬ 
tion and difguff, rigid impartiality demands that to his own weak- 
nefs, efi'eminacy, and indolence, be aferibed the real caufes of 
his difgrace. His total want of energy in judging for himfclf, 
made liim always a ready and eafy prey to the defigns of the info- 
kra or ambitious. Huflam A 1 Dowla, who had long been the 
perfonal enemy of NujuffKhan, took this opportunity of perfecut- 
mg that nobleman to the utmoft. Supported by the Marhatta chiefs, 
he publicly accufed Nujuft Khan as the foie advifer of the late per¬ 
nicious meafures in effeefting a breach betwixt his majcfly and his 
faithful adlicrents the Marhattas, and, that owing to his councils, the 


* A grant. 
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the Rate had fallen into difordcr; he infilled therefore on 
his i mm l^iate execution. The king, though well convinced of 
the at^^tnent of Nujuff Khan, was incapable of affording him 
any prote<Stion at the prefent juntdiurc; being cntiiely at the difpofal 
of the triumphant party, he would tlieiefore have fallen a virdim to 
the malice of his enemies, had not his own refolute fpirit refined 
him. 

When the aforementioned ncgociation commenced, Nujuff kiian, 
who forefaw the gathering florm, had retired prudently to his own 
palace; there, animated by a generous indignation at the unworthy 
treatment he had received, he colledled his friends and dependants 
around him, and thefc to the number of 3,000, determined witit 
their lord to flrare his fortunes. Inftigated by HulTam A 1 Dow la, 
the Marhatta forces were ordered to affault Nujuff Khan in his 
palace; the affair began to wear a very ferious afpedl, as from the 
known bravery of the general, he could not be taken without a 
defperate refiffance and much bloodfhcd. This, however, was 
prevented by the interference of Trojakce Holkar; admiring the in¬ 
trepidity of Nujuff Khan, and afliamed of the part his country¬ 
men were adting, this generous chief offered his mediation, which 
was accepted, and Nujuff Khan diredlcd to repair to court in order 
to receive his pardon. Accordingly, ftill attended by his faithful 
adherents, who refufed to quit him, he repaired to the imperial 
palace,' where he was gracioufly received by his majefty, honoured 
with a khillut, and appointed to the command of the army. For 
this laft favour, he was indebted more to the complexion of affairs 
than the inclinations of his enemies. 


I 
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During the late commotions within the province of DcE^li^lhcrs 
of a very ferious nature had arifen from an oppofite quartfV/ , The 
Rohillas were on the eve of a memorable conteft, in wnjsctr the m- 
terefls of the Vizir Shuja Dowla, as likewife thofe of the king, were 
materially involved. The Marhattas, who during the two preceding 
years had committed every fpecies of violence and oppreffiqn, laying 
wade the countries through which they paffed, and infulting the 
inhabitants, bad, among other places, made irruptions into the fine 
province of'Rohilcund, and by a barbarous fpecies of warfare in 
deftroying the produce of the country, excited in that warlike tribe 
a juft indignation. Not being of themfelves fufhcitntly numerous 
to refift the enemy, ‘they applied to the vizir for aftiftance, who, in 
concurrence with the commandcr-in-chief of the Britifti forces, 


agreed to unite and expel the invaders. Hafiz Reliumut Khan, 
chief of the tribe, on this occafion, formed a treaty with the vizir 
and the Englifli, in which he agreed, in return for the aftiftance 
offered, to pay at the end of the war the fum ol foity lacks of rupees 
to the vizier. In thefc tranfaeftions, Shah-Auliinr iiad ftcrctly born 
a confidcrable part. Pending the treaty, he had piivately confulted 
with the agents of the vizir, and had moreover informed the Biitifla 


government it was now as much his carneft defire to be rid of the 
thraldom in which he was kept by the Mamattas, as he had before 
been paitial to them. He added, likewife, that eveiy exertion 
fliould be made on his part to counteract their defjgns by conftantly 
giving intimation of their intended movements. 


In confequence of thefe engagements, the forces of Shuja A 1 

fl 

* Sec fclcdt reports, paffim. 
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DovVIE:,A ccompanied by the Englifli brigades, joined the Rohilla 
army ^M ^O were Rationed on the frontiers. Previous to this event, 
a veiynSrge Marhatta army commanded by Holkar and Beefagc 
had croffed ihe Ganges, and laid waRe great part of the countiy; 
they were however foon repulfcd and driven back acrofs the river 
with the^ utmoR precipitation. I'lie remainder of the Marhatta 
army under Sindiah, attended by Nujuff Khan, who, as already 
mentioned, had been reinRated in his appointment, nqjv arrived, but 
finding the ill fuccefs of their aflbeiates, and obferving the counte¬ 
nance of the Britifh troops, they held a confultation upon their fu¬ 
ture operations. Finding the fituation of affairs hoRile to their 
views, and knowing the king’s mind was now entirely eRrangcd 
from them, they refolved for the prefent to return to Deccan, de¬ 
termined to renew their ambitious fchemes as opportunity Ihould 
offer. Agreeably to this refolve, Sindiah and Holkar firfl, and 
Befajee afterwards, withdrew their refpedlive troops, -and taking 
the route to Jyporc, quitted HindoRaun. Nujuff Khan returned to 
Delhi with the Mogul troops. 




Mirzii Xujiil!' Khan ^fulli<'ar a! 3>«wlah. 
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SHAH-AULUM. 


CHAP. IV. 

Adminijlration of Nujuff Khan —Conquefs in the Jaut Country 
—Rupture Siiuj a Al Dowla and the R^ijillas— 

Redudlion of Rohilcund — Defeription of that Country — 
Death of Shuja Dowla —Aceount of the Oude Family. 

THE retreat of the Marhattas afforded Shah-Aulum the higheft 
fatisfatlion : freed from the vexations occafioned by their infolent 
demeanour, he hoped he fhould once more be enabled to maintain 
his authority in the ftate, and bring his affairs into a better train.— 
He was refolved to place his whole confidence on Mirza Nujuff 
Khan, who in every refpedl was well qualified for the important 
truft. High fpirited, and an adlive, equally a valiant commander, 
as of courteous and obliging manners, he conciliated the efteem of 
every one; and by his unremitting attention to bufinefs, he preferved 
regularity, and reftored order throughout every department. 

The king, to give public proof of his opinion of this nobleman’s 
attachment, thought proper, as a preliminary ftep, to difmifs his 
rival, Haffam Al Dowlah, from all his employments. His majeffy 
had long beheld the prediledlion which that minifter had entertained 
for the Marhattas, whofe intereffs he had dared to prefer to thofe of 
his lawful fovereign; and refolved to piAiifh him for his prefump- 
tion. He was degraded from his nobility, and all his eftates con- 
fifeated to the royal treafury. His appointments were conferred on 
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, who was at the fame time created Captain General' 
of the empire, and dignified with other titles *. 

The treafurcs taken from MafTam A 1 Dowla, which had been 
amaffcd by opprcllive means, afforded a fund fufhcient to aiifwcr 
the expenses of a war with the Jauts, who, during the late difputcs 
at court, had again made head, and were exeiting frefli dillurbances 
in order to embarrafs the king’s government. 

About this time, Mujud A 1 Dowla, a nobleman of confidcrablc 
eminence, was appointed to the office of Dewaun-f: and the king, 
to encourage his army, caufed it to be fignified to the troops that the 
plunder acquired during the intended expedition, ffiould be divided 
amongfl them. 

The country of the Jauts, fo frequently mentioned, is fituated on 
both fidcs of the rivei Jumna, and comprehends a trad of 150 miles 
in length, by about 60 in breadth. It extends from the vicinity of 
Gwalior, a large tower 60 miles weflvvard of Agrah, to the fkirts 
of the capital; and contains within its limits many llrong fortrclfcs 
and other holds. Towards the dole of the reign of Aurengzeeb, 
tliis fngular tnbe firfb attradled notice. Emigiating fiom a ienu<fe 

• Hit. titles at Icntrih wen', KU.m Sip.ihi Sillar Hindoltaim, Riiflum A1 I)(wla, 
Ruflumi Hind, Zullicar A1 Dov\li, Miry/a NujufF Khan Behadnr, Chalibjung.— 
In I'digldh thus: 

L."Jcr of the armies of llindodaun. Splendour of the State, Ruftum of India, 
Swou! of die Empire, MIrzi NujufF Khan vidorious in battle. 

t Colledor of Ure revenues. 
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fpol on the banks of the Indus, in the lower parts of tfa feip buftan 
province, and accuftomed to the humble occupations of JM^ndry, 
they were allowed to fettle themfelvcs peaceably in their^^pKTent rc- 
hdcnce. In the- courfc of a few years becoming numerous, they 
ventuicd to attack the caravans proceeding to Delhi with fupplics for 
the royal army; and having met with unexpected fuccefs on their 
firll: attemj'.ts, at length became fo formidable as to require the pre- 
fence ol' toe imperial troops to overawe them. 

Their future progrefs was inconceivably rapid; and amid the civil 
wars carried on by Aurung/.eeb’s fucceffors, the Jauts found means 
to fecure a large jTOition of country to themfelvcs, in which they 
built forts, and accumulated great wealth. Their natural propenfity 
to plunder, which accompanied them in their emigration, has com¬ 
municated itfclf to their pofterity, and they arc ftill a moft notorious 
and daring banditti. 

Chura Mun, one of their firft chiefs, was an intrepid foldier, and 
remarkably fortunate in his encounters with the imperial troops, who 
were frequently compelled to retire with precipitation before this 
daring tribe. In later times, Suruj Mull, who fell in an ambuf- 
cade a few year fince, was one of the mofl refpedtable of their 
leaders. He, in 1756, having been dignified with the title of Ra¬ 
jah, or Prince, kept his court with great fplendour. But with his 
death their power, in a great meafure, expired. His eldefi: fon, 
Nuwil Sing, who now commanded the tribe, w'as not equal to con¬ 
tend with the ability of Nujuflf Khan ; but being a man of great 
perfonal courage, he determined to rifk the ifi’ue ; and for this pur- 
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augmenting his army, he had fortified in the ftrongcft 
mann^^» towns of Deig, Bullum Ghur, and other places within 

• 

Zulficar A 1 Dowla having received his infirudions from the king, 
put his troops in motion, and marched towards the Jauts. In his 
way he reduced feveral refradory Zemindars, whom the late dif- 
turbances at court had tempted to revolt from their allegiance. On 
thefe he impofed heavy fines, and by this means enriched his trea- 
fury to a confiderable amount. In the mean time the Jaut Rajah 
hearing of the fuccefs of the captain general, was fearful he might 
make an attack upon the fort of Deig, one of-his firongefi: holds, 
which, if fuccefsful, would undoubtedly put an end to the war, and 
prove utter deftraidion to his affairs. To prevent this, he rcfolved 
to hazard an adion; and, agreeably to his determination, threw 
himfelf in the way of the royal army. A fliarp engagement cn- 
fued; but Nujuff Khan’s good fortune prevailing, the Jaut Rajah 
was totally defeated, and compelled to quit the field of battle with 
very few of his foldiers. He took refuge in the fort of Deig, which 
he refolvcd to defend to the laft extremity. 

The plunder of Nuwil Sing’s camp, which was immenfe, pre¬ 
vented an immediate purfuit: and Nujuff Khan, elate with his 
vidory, fent an account of it to Delhi without delay. The news 
of fuccefs, fo important, was received at court with the higheft 
fatisfadion; and rewards and honours were conferred on the captain 
general and his army by the king’s exprefs command. He fent the 
general a letter of thanks, written with his own hand, and recom- 
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mended a vigorous purfuit of the enemy, which it ^i^^HToped 
would bring the conteft to a fpeedy and favourable ilTy^KFrom 
the field of battle, Nujuff Khan led the army to Ag^l" which 
place he invefted on all fides ; but not having a fufficient train of 
artillery, he was compelled to turn the fiege into a blockade, which, 
indeed, is the more general method adopted by the armies of Hin- 
dofiaun. 

During the fiege, he fent detachments to different parts of the 
furrounding country, by which means, feveral of the rcfradlory 
Zemindars were induced to fubmit themfelvcs to the king’s au¬ 
thority. 

About this time, the Vizir Shuja A 1 Dowla, advanced into the 
Doo Ab with a confiderable army. That prince, whofe am¬ 
bition was great, deeming the retreat of the Marhattas favourable 
to his defigns, refolved to appropriate fome of their poffeffions to 
his own ufe. He accordingly laid fiege to Etaw'ah, a city on the 
frontiers, from whence he expelled the Marhattas, and placed a 
garrifon therein on his own part. From Etawah he proceeded to 
Agrah, then befieged by Nujuff Khan, whom he affifted with an 
increafe of force, and feveral fine cannon, which enabled the cap¬ 
tain general to carry on the fiege with vigour. The garrifon, threat¬ 
ened by a dearth of provifions, were, without difficulty, peifuaded to 
capitulate, and accordingly delivered up the fort and its dependen¬ 
cies to Nujuff Khan. A meflengcr was immediately difpatched 
to the capital with the important intelligence, and carried with hinx 
the keys of the fort to be laid at his majefty’s feet. 
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Sbu^4^1 Dowla at the fame time fent Illiij Khan his favourite, 
to vvaitj^’the king, and, in his name, compliment him on the late 
I'ucccfles/' .Blit that nobleman was charged with a llcict commilhon 
of a more important nature. It was to engage the king’s confent 
to the defigns whicli he now meditated againll the Roliillas, and, 
in the event of contiuell, to participate with his majelly in lharing 
the country between them. The jealoufy with which the vmir had 
long beheld the Rohilla power, and his alarm at the e.Meniion (d 
their influeni'e, fo contiguous to his own dominions, determined 
him, though contrary to ftridl juflie'e and found policy, to quanel 
Avith that nation; and, that a pretext mi<ght not be wanting in his 
favour, he urgetl the infraClion of the late treaty, and complained 
loudly of the treacherous condudl of the Rohillas in delaying pay¬ 
ment of the fiipulatcd fum. 


'fhe violation of a treaty made under fuih circumftances, and by 
which the Rohillas hail certainly received material ailillance in the 
cxpullion of the invaders of their country, cannot indeed be juftified 
by any principle of common honelly, though at the fame time the 
inordinate ambition of the vizir, and his enterprizing fpirit, were 
grounds of alarm, fuflicient to perluade the Rohilla Sirdars to coun- 
teradl and curb it by any means within their pov/er. 


llluj Khan, on his arrival at court, confulted w ith Mujud AlDowla 
on the foregoing points; and, as he brought a large fum of money 
with him, he found lefs dilhculty in fucceeding in his objeiit. A 
fecret treaty was at length formed, by which the vizir bound himfelf 
not only to defray the expences of the war, but, at its conclufion, 
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his majelly Ihould participate in the diflribution of the 'as 

v\r!l as a ihare in the conquered province, or, if more aj|^able, 
have an equal proportion of country more contiguous to D^m. On 
the part of the king, he was to fend the army under Nujuff Khan 
to the alhlhincc of the vizir, who was preparing, in concert with the 
Bntiih forces, to take the held. Shirh-y\ulum appeared to liflen tO 
their propofals with much complacency; yet, as an ingenious hif- 
torian * has juflly remarked, he did not heartily concur in the mca- 
fure, being averfe to aggrandifing the vizir at the cxpence of the 
Rohillas. Whatever were his real fentiments, the captain-general 
was recalled Irom Agrah, and direded to march the army towards 
Rohilcund, and the.king prepared to take the field, but indifpoli- 
tion, whether leal or pretended, prevented him from attending the 
army, which fet out under the command of Nujuff Khan. 


I'hc memorable battle of Cutterah, and the termination ol the 
Rohilla war which foon followed, arc too well known to requin 
anv comment m thefe tranfacfions; it may howcvci giatify cuiiofil> 
to tike a view of the then fituation, foil, china . , and produiflions, 
ol tliat celebrated province. 


Rol/A///iJ, called in Sanicril C.iittj ’n, compichcnds that tiacfl 
lying c<ifl of the (hinges, between the c.Sih .md rod) ih gees 
noith latitude, and liom 76 to S'o lom'itudc. C'oinrnciu ine in tiic 
viemUy of Loll Dong, at the foot of the kummow IiilL, 11 c - 
tends eailward to the town of IMlibcct; on the iiorih a,.d well, it 


* Captain Jon.ufun Scott. 
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by the Ganges, and to the fouth, by the diftrid of Ma- 
in the dominions of Oude. 


The foil of Cuttair is in general a rich black mould, intermixed 
in many parts with fand and red earth; it is uncommonly fertile, 
and capable of the highclf cultivation, abounding in all forts of 
grain, fugar-cane, and tobacco. Few countries have, in truth, 
more natural advantages than this; it is well fupplied with fcvcral 
large rivers, befidcs numerous fmallcr Rrcams. Among the firfl, 
are the Ramgonga, and Dewah, (or Gambcra.) 

The Ramgonga, taking its rife between the firft and fecond range 
of mountains to the north-eaft, iiTiies forth into the plains of Hin- 
doflaun at the Gaut of Colly; and after travciTing the greateft 
part of Rohilcund, in a fouth and fouth-wcRerly diredion, and 
fertilizing the lands, is joined in its progrefs by other rivers, and 
finally, difeharged into the Ganges in the vicinity of Kinnouj. 
This majeftic river, until late years imperfedly known, is navigable 
for feven months in the year; its fiream is broad and rapid, and its 
banks are adorned with many large and populous villages. On the 
cafiern fide, the Dewah iffuing from the fame mountains, runs by 
the town of Pillibeet. Here are embarked the finefi: Saul, SilToo, 
and fir timbers, the produce of the neighbouring forefis that fkirt 
the foot of the Kummow hills. At the city of Shahjehanpore, 
the Dewah joins the Gamberah, whofe name it afiiimcs, and after 
wafliing the towns of Sandy, Beroun, and other places, meets the 
Ramgonga near its jundion with the Ganges. The fmaller fireams 
are the Coflillah, Nahul, Byghul, Dakra, Bukrah, Beefrah, and 
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Yarwufadar; thefe likewifc contribute highly to the cultivation of 
the country, and by means of refcrvoirs. Unices, canals and acque- 
duils, difperfe their waters throughout the corn fields in every di- 
redlion, but more particularly fo in the jaghecr of the late Fyzoo- 
lah Khan. 


Another property peculiar to Cuttair, is the facility with which 
water is procurcti ; cxclulive of the rivers and llreams before enu¬ 
merated, the foil is fuch, that by digging a few feet from the fur- 
fue of the earth in any part of the country, water is procured in 
abundance. 


So haj^pily fituated by nature, Rohilcund has in all times been 
deemed of great ]>olitical importance. In the early times of the 
empire, commerce tiounlhcd. 'The great cities of Shahabad, Shah- 
jehanpoie, Bareilly, Bifiowlcc, Bedaon, Oulali, Mooradabad and 
Suinbul, fiirmerly kept up a conllant intcrcourf- willr the caiavains 
<jf the north. By them were exported into Cuttair, tl.e pre dudls 
of L.ahoor, C'abul, Callimirc, Candahar and Pen'ia, rubies, pre¬ 
cious ilones, tufenesge, copper, iron, tin, lead, borax, drugs, Calh- 
meii.in lluiwls, (oirmauian wool, mules, hoifes a, d camels; in re¬ 
turn they rece'ved, co.ulc cloths, fugar, grain and tc/nacco. 

During the reign of tire Patan Dynafly in I lindollauir, many prin¬ 
ces of tliat family kept their lourts for a feries of years in the an- 
tient city of Bedaon. There, as in many parts of Cuttair, arc to 
be leen the remains of magnificent edifices, palaces, gardens, 
mofcjues, colleges and nrauloleums. Among the firlf-rate cities of 
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modem days are to be placed, Owlah, BifTowlee, Bareilly and Pil- 
libcet, which having been the rcftdenccs of thofe Rohilla chiefs 
who founded a new empire in Cuttair within half a century back, 
demand on this occafion particular attention. 


The city of Owlah, fituated in the centre, and in one of the fineft 
parts of Rohilcund, is built on an eminence, having a commanding 
view of the adjacent country. The river Nwuijui NudJi runs along 
the fouth-wellern fide of the city. The town is of confiderable 
extent, and adorned with many handfome buildings, moft of which 
arc now in ruins. Enough however remains to difeover the former 
grandeur of the place, and to regret the fatal ravages of defiruclivc 
ambition. On the fummit of the eminence is the fort built of brick. 
It was credled about fifty years fince by Ali Mahomed, founder 
of the Rohilla government in Cuttair, and here he kept his court. 
Within the fort is the palace of Ali Mahomed, a cathedral, and feve- 
ral other public buildings. In the environs of Owlah arc ruins of 
palaces, gardens, and mofques; the adjacent country is by nature 
beautiful, but the total want of cultivation renders melancholy the 
profped, Owlah is fixteen miles N. W. of Bareilly, from Bif- 
fowlcc fourteen, and about equal diffant from Delhi and Pillibcct. 
At Bifiowlec arc likewife to be feen evident traces of the former 
fplendour of the Rohilla government; and it is moreover remark¬ 
able for being the burial place of feveral of the family of Ali 
Mahomed. 


Bareilly, fituated on the bajnks of the united flrcams of Jooah 
and Sunkra, is a large, handfome, well-built city. It was the 
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capital of Hafiz Rchunrmt, and a place of confidcrable trade. It is 
tliifant from Lucknow iHo miles, and from the Ganges J20.—- 
Lallly, the town of Pillibcet. 7 'his place, thirty-fix ipiles to the 
north-calf of Barcilh', was peculiarly fclcdtcd by the diferiminative 
forc/ight of Haliz Kchumut Khan, as of great importance in its 
commercial rclourccs. For the encouragement of trade .that prince 
built a fpacious Shchr Punnah, or Pettah, which is four miles in 
circumlerencc. It is lurrounded by a brick wall, and wdthin the 
enclofurc is ereded a magnificent mofque. Admirably htuated on 
the banks of the Dewah, Pillibcet, during the Rohilla government, 
was an emporium of commerce. Its ffaples are Saul, Seflbo, and fir 
timbers, fugars, anil coarfe cloths ; and from the mountains of Al- 
morah are imported borax, pitch, drugs, wax, and honey: of late 
years, however, it is melancholy to add, the hand of commerce is 
flirunk up, and the want of a well-regulated police, the total dif- 
couragement to indulfry, and the vexatious impoffs levied by the 
rulers have almoff annihilated its once-profitablc and flourilhing trade. 

The revenues of Cuttair are flated, in the imperial regiffer at 
Delhi, to be five millions Iferling. During the flourilhing times of 
the empire, the face of the country will warrant the fuppofition, and 
under the Rohilla government, who paid unremitting attention to 
agriculture, the province might have yielded that fum. After the 
conquell of Rohilcund by Shuja Dowla, an offer W’as made to that 
prince to rent the province for two millions. Since that period the 
revenues, from a variety of caufes, have continued to decline; and 
under the prefent government, the province of Cut fair w ith difficulty 
yields the fum of 36 lacks, or about 400,000!. flerling. 
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inhabitants there yet remains to fpeak. The Rohillas*, 
who, it is well known, originally emigrated from the mountains of 
Afghaniftaun, about 60 yeais finee, fettled in Cuttair. I hty arc a 
hardy warlike race, equally' capable of arms and huflxindry. 1 heir 
feudal fyflem of government, limilar to thole of Europe in feumer 
day^s, has .infpired them w ifh ideas of tinbulencc and ferocity; at 
the fame time they are uncommonly' patient under hadlhips, .ind 
attached to tlieir chiefs by indilfoluble bonds of naticmal afktlion. 
But u ithal, in common witli other Afghauns, they are crafty, 
trend and ivvcnge/u]. 'J’his cbaracdcnflic national Ipiiaf, aided 

by the impetuous fallies ol a ferocious and uncivili/ed mind, renders 
diQicuu the government of this race. Hence Ivequent revolutions, 
civil broils at home, and wars abroad, have conllantly maiked the 
Rohilla government under its different rulers. Yet has it been 
evinced in more inftances than one, that by kind and proper tieat- 
ment even this gcnerally-confidered ferocious tribe may be rendered 
tradlablc : that when their peculiarities and prejudices are attended to 
by a wife and liberal government, they will prove not only good 
fubjcdls, but even Ideady and faithful allies. 

Shortly after the battle of Cuttera, Zulfica A 1 Dowla joined the 
vizir and the Britifh forces. He was received with diflindion, and 
the vizir nominated him to the Ncabut of the vizarut, an oflice more 
honourable than lucrative, but accepted by the captain general with 
thankfulnefs, Shuja Dowla now thought proper to difmifs him ; 


♦ Confult the account of the Roliilla I'Vfghauns, publiflicd by tlic late Captain Cliarles 
Hamilton, of Bengal. 
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and in order to attach him more to his interefts, gave a 
meat of his own troops. 

It has been feen that by the treaty of Delhi, Sluija A 1 Dowla had 
agrectl to lliare his conquefts with the hing, and to make an equal 
divifion of the plunder acquired by the war. Confonant to the 
fpirit of this treaty, the captain gtneial liad come from Delhi in 
aid of the vizir: but (!ic behaviour ot Sluija on this occahon was 
neither jutl: nor honourable. Though inunenfc plunder had been 
acquired in the late battle, his avaricious f]i:rit prompted Idm to re¬ 
tain the whole to b.imielt ; and wlien urged by the cajitain general to 
deliver up tl)c kind’s thare, he pcraijptorily declined it. A con¬ 
duct, in every rdjtect fo unwarrantable, excited extreme difguil in 
the king’s mind; but having made Icvcral fruitlefs ami ineffedual 
endeavours to alter the vizir’s refolution, his majelly at length de- 
fifted, and Nujutf Khan was compelled to return to Delhi. 

Shuja Dowla, after fettling the government of the province, and 
appointing yVumils to the feveral dilbrids, took his leave of the 
Britilh commander in chief, and returned to Oude, During the re¬ 
mainder of that year, he employed himfelf in arranging the affiirs 
of the province of Furrokabad, which was tributary to him j but 
having been long afllicLed with a violent diforder, which now re¬ 
turned with accumulated violence, notwithdanding every exertion 
and alhilance afforded by his phylicians, he expired in his palace at 
Fyzabad *. 



* In the month of January 1775- 
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All hiftorian *, rcfpcdablc for his talents, has informed the 
world that the reigning family in Oude were obfeure in their origin 
and of low birth ; but as that information, from accounts procured 
at a later period, appears to be incorred, vve have, with that defe¬ 
rence to fidelity which the impartiality of hiffory demands, detailed 
a more aufhentic account * of the rife of that family. 


SAADUT KHAN. 

Saadut Khan, fon of Mirza Nuffur A 1 Dcen Hydcr, known at 
firft under the name of Meer M^ihowed Amcen, was born in the city 
of Nifliapore, in the province of Khoraufaun. He was defeended 
in a dired line from the Imaum Moufa Kafim, of the family of 
Ali, eflcemed in Perfia as of the highefl and moff noble extradion. 
Towards the conclufion of the reign of Behadur Shah, the fon and 
fucceffor of Anrengzeeb, many Perfian families of diflindion, re¬ 
tiring from the diforders and civil wars which overwhelmed their 
native country, fought an afylum in Hindoflaun. At that period 
Meer Mahomed Ameen, who had been bred to arms, became delirous 
of fignalifing himfelf; and w ith the laudable hope of providing for 
his family, he bad adieu to his native country, and repaired to l-j- 
hore. He was received into the imperial fervice, and Ihortly after 
took the name of Saadut Khan. By means of the friendIhip w hich 
he formed with fevcral of the principal officers about the court, he 

* Colonel Dow. 

t In tills dctnil the author has principally followed a fmall genealogical work, entitled 
Owfaf Afoph, or the Genealogy of Afuf A1 Dowla, the prefent vizir, which M'as pro¬ 
cured by the friendihip of Mr. George Johnftonc, many years refident at Lucknow. 
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was introduced to the emperor’s notice, and flood high in his favour, 
and continued fo until his death. On the acceflion of Mahmud 


Shah, Saadut Khan was created a noble of the empire; and through 
the influence of his great patron, Sirbullund Khan, he was nomina¬ 
ted to the government of Akbarabad.—Increafing in favour, he was 
appointed Soobadar of Oude, and at the fame time prefented with 
the rank of 7000 horfe, and honoured with a new patent of no¬ 
bility During the reign of Mahmud Shah he held with applaufe 
the highefl: offices of the ftatc; and by his fucceffes in Deccan, and 
on the frontiers of the empire, upheld the tottering fortunes of a 
weak and dilTolutc government. 


But in paying this tribute to his abilities, his condudt, when actu¬ 
ated by bafe and unw'orthy motives, muft be equally reprobated.— 
At the memorable invafion of Hinifloflaun by Nadir Shah, when his 
country became a prey to favage ferocity and lawlefs outrage, Saadut 
Khan, from felfilh views and a fpirit of inordinate ambition, excited 
the vengeance of the conqueror, and by apprifing him of the im- 
menfe riclies to be acquired by vifiting the capital, he brought 
incalculable calamity upon his fovercign and his fubjeCts-f. He did 
not, however, live, as has been juflly remarked, to reap the fruits 
of a conduct fo treacherous, dying, fhortly after the conqueror’s en¬ 
trance into Delhi, of a cancer in his back. 

• His titles at length were Boorhan A1 M(x>iuk, Itimaud A1 Dowla Mccr Mah¬ 
mud Amcen Khan, Bchadur Shoukut Jung. In Englifli tlius; 

Pillar of the empire, confident Support of the State, Mecr Mahmud Amecn Khan, the 
Glory of War. 

t Confult fecond volume of Captain Scoth’s interefting Hiflory of the SuccclTors of 
Aurengzeeb. 
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SEFDAR JUNG. 

When Saadut Khan quitted his native country, he left behind him 
an only lifter, married to a nobleman named Jaafer Beg. He pro- 
mifed at his departure, Ihould fortune prove favourable, to fend for 
his family to Hindoftaun, which he did accordingly. But Jaafer 
Beg had died and left two fons, Abul Munfoor Khan and Mirza 
MohulTun, the former better known as Sefdar Jung. Thefe youths 
were received with affedtionatc regard by Saadut Khan; and to per¬ 
petuate the family honours, he bellowed his only daughter in mar¬ 
riage to the elder brother. That princefs, the grand mother of the 
reigning Nuwaub, is well known to the Britifli nation. After living 
to the great age of ninety, Ihe expired a few years lince at her palace 
in Oude. On the death ol his uncle, the young Nawaub Sefdar 
Jung was confirmed by the king in liis government ol Oude; and 
on the tic'parturc of the Perfian conc^ueror, became a great favourite 
at the court of Mahmud Shah. Emy.loycd, like his predccell'ors, 
in dillant paits of the empire, his fueeefs was frequently brilliant : 
and he rofc gradually to the higheft honours in the Hate. In addition 
to the government of Allahabad, he was apjiointed to the oiliee of 
Grand Mailer of the Artillery; and on the tieatli ol the celebraicd 
Nizam A 1 Mooluk, was made vizir* ol the empiic, and dignified 

* It was cot llicii the ton of a Perfian pedlar who ruled o\'i r Oude, hut a man of 
hirth and family ; and whatever might have been his demerits, or politieal errois, his 
fer\ iee,s to his country entitle him, in ev'ery unprejudiced mind, to an apjicll uion more 
honourable. 
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with honours and titles. He died in 1756, having the ^iai:a<^er of 
a daring and intrepid foldier, and ellcemed by his own fubje< 3 :s as a 
good man and upright magiftratc. 


SHUJA DOW LA. 

Shuja Dowla, fon and fucceifor of Sefdar Jung,, was called in his 
younger* days Mirza Jelaul Addeen Hyder. Had this prince lived 
in the reign of Shah Jehan, or the Great Aurengzeeb, he might have 
attained a high chara(!fer in the annals of the empire; but he was 
born at a period when the houfe of Tiraoor was rapidly declining, 
and the fuperior genius of a foreign nation had acquired an afeen- 
dency not to be overborn. Shuja Dowla, in his conteft with the 
Engliih, having ralhly efpoufed the caufe of the unfortunate Caffim 
Ali, Nuwaub of Bengal, felt the cffe( 5 ts of this afcendcncy; and 
after two uncefsful attempts, perceiving his incapacity to refill, he 
wifely rcfolved to conciliate the attention of his enemies. He was 
not deceived; the peace of 1765 (well known in Europe) placed 
him in a lituation more eligible than what he held at the commence¬ 
ment of the war: for, exclulive of the relloration of the conquered 
provinces, he became the friend and all}r of the Englifh; and to 


* It is cuftomnry in Ulndoftaun, and thrtnighout feveral of the Afiatic courts, to 
change the name of a prince on his acceffion to the throne. Thus the famous Jehan- 
guirc was called Selim; Shah Jehan, Khorrum ; Shuja A1 Dowla, Mirza ydaul Addeen 
Hyder; his fon and fuccelTor, Afuf A1 Dowla, was Mirza Amauni. Mai^ other in- 
fiances occur. 
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cement the union by flill clofet tics, he afked and obtained the aflif- 
tance of a Britiih force for the protcdlion of his frontiers. 


When, relcafed from the aforc-mentioned contefi, Shuja Dovvia 
direiflcd his attention to the augmentation of his army, and to the 
management of the affairs of his own dominions, into the govern¬ 
ment of wliich great abufes had been introduced. If \vc take his 
charadler comparatively, Shuja AI Dov\la will be allowed confidera- 
blc merit: atflive and vigorous in his mind, he W'as bold, daring, 
and enterprifing, which he manifcflcd on various occafions, and in 
htuations of danger and dilliculty. His temper was irafcible, 
which often led him to commit ad:s of cruelty; yet he was an ex¬ 
cellent magiftrate, a lover of jufticc, and anxioufly defirous of the 
profperity of his country. To the internal economy of his govern¬ 
ment, he paid a rigid attention; and by his judicious and prudent 
arrangements, aided by the exertions of fome very able officers, he 
cleared his dominions from the remains of a neft of banditti which 
had long infefted and difgraced them. His condurt with regard to 
his neighbours, the Rohillas, was on every account the moll ex¬ 
ceptionable ; and his hohile attempt to deflroy their pow er evident!)' 
originated from a fpirit of ambition, boundlcfs as inordinate and re- 
prchenilble : nor can his endeavours to extenuate his conduct by 
throwing the blame on the impolitic obllinacy of tlie Rohillas in 
refuling to difeharge the llipulated fum, in any Ihape jullify the 
means he ufed to effect their deflrudlion *. 


* In the above detail it has been the author's intention to be guided by the 
fltiClcft impartiality, neither wifliing to exalt too high the charaekr of any individual 
«ho merited praife, nor to ubllain from cenfure when it appeared deferving. 
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CHAP. V. 

Rcfurn of the Captain General to Djclhi —Accejfwn of Asuf Al 
Dowla to the Go-vcntwcnt of Oude —Embajfy of Ii.LUJ 
Khan to Delhi — Proceedings againf Z A BIT A Khan — De¬ 
feat of the King's Troops —Z a bit A Khan unites ^joiih the 
Seiks —Hucrintl Account of that Nation — Occurrences. 


NUJUFF KHAN, on liis arrival at Delhi, met with a reception 
different from liis expedlations. The king was difgufted with him 
for not having infiftcd in a more refolutc manner upon the delivery 
of the diftridls whieii had been flipulated in the late treaty with the 
vizir j and for omitting to urge his right to participate in the plun¬ 
der acquired in the Rohilla war. Shah-Aulum, in fadl, fufpedied 
his minifter to have been influenced on this occafion more by an at¬ 
tention to his own interefls than that of his fovereign, as the vizir, 
previous to his departure, publicly beftowed on Nujuff Khan the 
Neabut of the vizariit. This fufpicion was diligently foflered in 
the king’s mind by tiie fuggeflions of Mujud Al Dowla, who now 
began to acquire an afccndancy over his majeffy ; and being jealous 
of the authority and influence of Nujuff Khan, rcfolved to oppofc 
him in every thing. The miniffer had long entertained hopes of that 
very appointment; but baffled in his exertions to attain it, he repre- 

* The deputyfliip of the office of vi/.ir, or his reprefentative at the court of Dclhu 
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fented Ids rival as a perfon defirous of advancing his own authority 
over that of his mafter. Nujuff Khan, however, had too powerful 
a party at'court, as well as in the camp, to be ealily fupplantcd; and 
the. war againlt the jaiits requiring immediate attention, his majelly 
appeared fatisfied with the excufes offered by Nujuff Khan. 


The army again aflembled, and the captain general led it without 
delay againfl the fort of Deig, the only place of confequence that 
remained to the Jauts. Nujuff Khan having inverted the fort on all 
fides, and completed the blockade, detached a fmall portion from 
his main body throughout the adjacent country, and reduced many 
of the Zemindars to obedience. 

While the army lay before Deig, an embaffy arrived in camp, 
fent by the vizir Afuff A 1 Dowla. That young prince, who fuc- 
ceeded to the Mufmid of Shuja A 1 Dowla, was eighteen years of 
age. On his acceflion, it was deemed advifeable to requert of Shah- 
Aulum a confirmation of his patent of the vizarut in his own name. 
For this purpofe, Ilhij Khan, a favourite fervant, was deputed to 
Delhi, attended by a fplendid fuite, and carrying with him firty 
lacks of rupees as a pailheufh. After a fhort ftay in the camp, he 
proceeded on to the capital, where his fuccefs at firrt fell Ihort of his 
expedfations. The king did not appear inclined to expedite the pa¬ 
tent } and under various pretences delayed giving a direCl anfwcr.— 
But a fevere misfortune which at this time befel his majerty’s arms, 
caufed an immediate and ready affent. Zabita Khan had again be¬ 
come refradlory, and ref ufed to forward the rtipulated tribute to the 
royal treafury; and was now prepared to fupport his rebellion by 
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force of arms. Abdul Calfem Khan, on the part of the king, was 
ordered to march an army to attack the rebel. Zabita Khan, who 
was polled in Ghofe Ghur, hearing of that nobleman** approach, 
marched boldly out, and offered him battle. A defperate conflidt 
enfued, and the event was on the point of proving favourable to the 
royal forces, when a body of Patan horfc, who had beep planted in 
an ambufeade by Zabita Khan at the commencement of the adlion, 
came fuddenly out of the place, and fell upon the rear of the king’s 
troops with fuch fury as totally to difeomfit them. The general was 
ilain whilfl endeavouring to rally his men j and his fall threw the 
troops into fuch diforder, that it was with great difficulty Mujud A 1 
Dowla, who fucccc’dcd to the command, was enabled to make good 
his retreat with a very fmall party. Zabita Khan re-entered his fort 
in triumph. 

Accounts of this fatal difafler arriving at court, created the greateft 
conflernation and difmay. Fortunately, however, for Shah-Aulum, 
at this critical moment he was relieved by the appearance of Lutaufut 
Khan, one of the vizir’s officers, who brought along with him a 
body of 5000 troops, and a train of artillery, for the king’s ufe. 
This falutary aid proved of the higheft fervice; and being relieved 
from any apprehenlions for the prefent, the court determined to 
gratify the vizir for the clfential lervice he had rendered. A patent 
was immediately made out, accompanied with the infignia of office 
and valuable prefents; and the whole were fent off with much pomp 
and folemnity under tlae charge of four commiffioners named by the 
king for this exprefs purpole. 
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During thefe tranfacflions, Nujuflf Khan was ftill employed before 
Deig; that fortrefs, which was uncommonly flrong and defended 
by a numeri)us garrifon, continued for more than a twelvemonth to 
bid defiance to the efforts of Nujuff Khan. The repeated and 
bloody affaults which were made by the garrifon had, however, 
much weakened their force, and the health of the Jaut prince be¬ 
ginning to decline, he entertained thoughts of fubmilhon; but before 
he had time to execute his refolution, he was hurried off by death. 
Runjeet Sing, his brother, fucceeded to the command: he was willing 
to continue the defence to the laft extremity; but provifions growing 
fcarcc, his troops mutinied, and he was compelled to withdraw 
privately from the fort. 

Accordingly, availing himfelf of the opportunity of an extreme 
dark night, and taking with him his family and treafures, accom¬ 
panied by the greater pait of the garrifon, he effedled his efcape. 
On the enfuing morning, the king’s troops, who were prepaicd for 
an affault, were aflonifhed to find the walls unmanned, and no ap¬ 
pearance of refinance. The general at firfi: fufpedlcd a ffratagem ; 
but on a clofer infpedtion, perceiving the rebels had adlually retired, 
he entered and took pofl'cffion. 

A great quantity of amrnunition and fiorcs, with a train of ar¬ 
tillery, were taken, but not much plunder, which circumfiance cx- 
afperated the troops, and induced them to commit all forts of vio¬ 
lence upon the dcfencclefs inhabitants. Not content with infulting 
them, they proceeded to attack their Pagodas, where they broke and 
demolifhcd the idols, in fpite of the prayers and intreaties urged by 
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the poor wretches in behalf of their altars. On the capture of Deig, 
all the remaining part of the Jaut country fubmitted j and as heavy 
fines were impofed by the general upon the different Zcibindars, he 
continued to' fill his treafury, which enabled him to difeharge the 
arrears of his troops; at the fame time he ordered a general rejoicing 
throughout the camp. 


The cmbafly afore mentioned arriving at the fame time, Nujuff 
Klum availed Jiimfeif on the occafion to fhew his refpedt to the 
vizir, by entertaining the commiffioners in the moff fplendid man¬ 
ner. He feafled them for feveral days, and then difmifled them 
with additional prefents. 


The conqueff of the Jauts being now complete, Nujuff Khan 
dire( 5 led his attention to the collcdlion of the revenues, and in re¬ 
forming the abides which had prevailed during the war. But in the 
midff of his arrangements, he was fuddenly called off by letters re¬ 
ceived from Delhi, which required his immediate prefcncc at that 
city. Zabita Khan, whofe fuccefs, as already related, had inflamed 
his refentment and excited his ambition, was rtfolved to peidifl in 
his rebellion, and actually threatened Delhi with a liege. Previous, 
however, to proceeding to open hoflilitics, he augmented his army, 
and took into his pay large bodies of SW/s. 

He formed, moreover, connedions with fome of the jn’incipal 
chiefs of that nation; and in order to render this alliance the moic 
cffcdual, he embraced the tenets of this extraordinajy fed, and be¬ 
came a convert to their faith. The part which the Seiks have borne 
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in the tranfadions of later times in tl>e upper parts of Hindoftaun, 
juftify an attempt to deferibe their origin and progreffive advance¬ 
ment to aifthority in the empire. 

During the reigns of Akbar, Jehanguirc, Shah jehan and Au- 
rengzeeb, ‘the annals of Hindoftaun exhibit a fcrics of events and 
brilliant adions which raifed the empire to the firft ftation in the 
hiftory of Afia. Emulating the condud of their founder the great 
Timoor, thofe princes whilft they trod in his fteps rendered their 
dominions flourifhing and their people happy, and the power of that 
auguft family appeared eftablifhed on fo folid a balls as to bid de¬ 
fiance to the fluctuating and capricious changes of fortune; but the 
feeds of diflblution and decay were internally generated even in the 
height of their profperity j and the indolence, folly and eflTeminaiCy, 
of the princes of later times, overthrew the fabrick of power, and 
buried the authority of the houfe of Timoor under its ruins. Out 
of the fhipwreck of its former grandeur, feveral new and inde¬ 
pendent ftates arofe. To the Seiks, among others, may be afligned 
an intcrefting ftation; obfeure in their origin, in a remote part of the 
province of Lahoor, this tribe had nothing but novelty to reconi- 
mend itfelf or attra<5l notice. 

In the reign of the Emperor Baber, Nanick Shah, founder of the 
tribe, w'as born at a fmall village named Tulbindee, in the province 
of Lahoor; at an early period of life, this extraordinary perfon, who 
poflefled a good capacity and amiable manners, forfook the w^orld,, 
and devoted himfelf to a life of religious aufterity. In this reclufe 
ilate, aided by the effufions of a fervid imagination, Nanick framed 
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a fyftem of religion, compofed from the fpeculative and ctMitempla- 
tive theories of Muflulman divinity, which he delivered to his nu¬ 
merous followers as of divine origin. This book he teoned Gur- 
runt, which, in the Punjabee dialed;, implies fcriptural. Nanick, 
after reaching his nintieth year, expired peaceably, and was buried at 
Amrit Seer, where his tomb to the prefent day attrads the^attention, 
and animates the piety of his numerous difciples. He left two 
children, Lucfmi Dofs and Sree Chund. 

At his death, Nanick Shah, with a view to render permanent his 
new fyllcm, ordained that the fucceflion fhoyld be eledivc and not 
hereditary, an ordiuiition which, as it precluded the fupremc au¬ 
thority from remaining in one family, placed the benevolent and 
diiintereftcd views of the founder in a light truly amiable. Sree 
Chund, who found yteans to fecure his eledion, prefided over the. 
tribe for fcveral years, and, at his death, Angajee fucceeded. But 
this cuftom, though it obtained for fome time, was at length fet 
afide, and Gooroo Ram was the firft who eftablirtied an hereditary 
fuccclTion. 

The tribe continuing to incrcafc by the vah number of converts 
which it had acquired, had not hitherto attraded the notice of the 
neighbouring pow ers; occupied in paying a fcrupulous adherence to 
the laws and ordinations of their founder, the Seiks were looketl 
upon as harmlcfs, inoffenfive devotees; but the period was at 
hand wdien they were to ad a different part, and to contend witli 
vigour againfl: imperial authority. Teigh Behadur, wdiofe adions 
and misfortunes render his name memorable, was the firft v\ho took 
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up arms againfl: the officers of Aurengzeeb, till after many bloody 
encounters with the king’s troops, he was at length overcome^ taken 
prifoner, said put to death. His fuccellbrs, animated by revenge, 
continued a predatory war with the defeendants of Aurengzeeb, 
and, during the ilruggle, the Seiks acquired a confiderable addition 
of territory. Among the moft memorable of thefe chiefs, was 
Bundah, who, after a long and fevere contefi, was taken prifoner, 
carried to Delhi, and there fuffered with heroic fortitude an igno¬ 
minious death *. 

In the reign of Ahumud Shah the tribe became very formidable. 
Profiting by the difturbances which then prevailed in every part of 
the empire, the Seiks again made head againll the government, and 
with far better fuccefs. They conquered the whole of the Punjab, 
(or country included within the five rivers which fall into the Indus) 
and even puflied their arms beyond it. 

In the laft reign (Aulum Geer the Second) their dominions were 
bounded on the weft by the country of Cabul, and extended eaft- 
ward to the vicinity of Delhi, north by a range of high moun¬ 
tains, and to the fouthweft they embraced the province of Moultan 
and the city of Tatta, fituated on the banks of the Indus. Lahoor, 
the capital of Punjab, was fcledted as their chief city of refidcncc, 
and as fuch has lince continued. They poflefs many large towns, 
and among the principal are thofe of Puttiali, Hurrial, Loch Ghuf, 

• See a particular account of this enterprifing chief in Captain Scott’s fecond volume 
cf the Hiftory of Deccan. Article Furrok Seer. 
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Serhind, Shahabad, and Tanafler. The Seik territories nw faid to 
contain prodigious quantities of cattle, horfes, oxen, ebws, and 
fheep; and grain of various kinds is produced in abundance. The 
precious metals are very fcarce ; and their trade is for that reafon 
chiefly carried on by barter, efpecially in the manufacturing towns. 

At Pattiali they make excellent cloth, and fire arms fuperior to 
inofl parts of Hindoftaun, The collected force of the Seiks is im- 
niailc, they being able to bring into the held an army of 250,000 * 
men, a force apparently terrific, but, from want of union among 
themfelves, not much to be dreaded by their neighbours. Divided 
into diftindl diflriCl?, each chief rules over the portion appropriated 
to him with uncontroled fway j and tenacious of his authority, and 


* The following tabic which was delivered to the author by a Seik chief when at 
Pannepat in 17 9 3-4, will exhibit the fituation of the different chiefs at that period. 


Bccjcc Sing -- - - • 

Tanah Sing - _ - - _ . 

Jeffah Sing - _ _ . . _ 

Kurrun Sing (of Shahabad) - - - _ _ 

J effah Sing (of Ramghur) _ _ . . . 

Jundut Sing (of Amrit Seer) - - . . - - 

Khofal Sing (of Fuzoolah Pore) - - 

Herri Sing (on the confines of Moultan) - - - - - 

Runjet Sing (of Loch Ghur) - - . - . - 

Sliahur Sing (of Pattiali), Loll Sing, Jufwaunt Sing (of Nawbeh), Gujput 
Sing (of Chunda), and other chiefs . - - - 


Mea 

12,000 
22,000 
14,000 
12,000 
12,000 
24,000 
22,000 
40,000 
70,000 

20,000 


Total 248,000 
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jealous of his brethren, it felJom happens that this nation makes an 
united effort *. 

The Seiks are armed with a fpear, feymetar, and excellent match¬ 
lock. Their horfes are ftrong, very patient under hardflrip, and 
undergo incredible fatigue. The men aic accullomcd to charge 
on full gallop, on a fudden they ftop, difeharge their pieces with a 
deliberate aim, when fuddenly wheeling about, after performing 
three or four turns, they renew the attack. The diock is inipichiee 
when oifeicd only to infantry, but againll artillery they cannot hand. 
It is a fadt well known and eftablifhed, that a few field pieces is 
fufficii-iit to keep in check their moh numerous bodies. Inured 
from their infancy to the hardfliips of a military life, the Seiks arc 
aeldidted to predatory warfare, in a manner peculiar to themfelvcs 
alone. When determined to invade a neighbouring provinee, they 
aflcmble at firft in fmall numbers on the frontier, when having firh 
demanded the rah or tribute, if it be complied with, they retire 
peaceably; but when this is denied, hoftilities commence, and the 
Seiks, in their progrefs, are accuftorned to lay wahe the country on 
all lides, carrying along with them as many of the inhabitants as 

* Tlie alarm once excited in the Britifli government of the formidable power of this 
nation, might be obviated by obferving, that the difcc’rdaiit and cl.ifliing intcicfts of the 
refpedtive Scik chiefs prevent almoft the poffibility of a general union; and even it dif- 
pofed to attack the territory of our ally, the vizir, they would be ncccffitatcd to keep a 
watchful eye over their own territoiies, which would be left open to iiivatlon from the 
north. It is well known that Zemaun Shah, the king of Cabul, is dcfirous of fiiaring 
in the fertile province of Punjab, and cfpecially of getting pofllflion of Lahoor, empha¬ 
tically termed the key of Hindoftaun. His late attack at the end of 1796, is a proof 
of this affertion. 2 
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they can take prifoners, and all the cattle. The prifoners are de¬ 
tained as Haves, iinlefs redeemed by a pecuniary compenfation.— 
But though fond of plunder, the Seiks, in the interior parts of their 
country, preferve good order, and a regular government: and the cul¬ 
tivation of their lands is attended with muchalTiduity. Their revenues 
arc colleded at two Hated periods of fix months each; and by an 
equitable adjuHmcnt between the proprietor and cultivator, tlie 
latter is allowed a fifth part as the reward of his labour. 

Of their religion much information has not as yet been acquired; 
but it has been remarked by an ingenious and fpirited hiHoiian, that 
in the ad of receiving profelytes, they compel them to the perfor¬ 
mance of an ad equally abhorrent to the principles of the Hindoo 
or Mahommedan faith Yet, notwithflanding the nature of their 
ceremonies, it is certain they continue to gain numerous converts. 

The Seiks, in their perfons, are tall, and of a manly cred de¬ 
portment ; their afped is ferocious, their eyes piercing and anima¬ 
ted ; and in tracing their features a ffriking refemblance is obferva- 
blc to the Arabs who inhabit the banks of the Euphrates. The 
drefs of the males confiffs of a coarfe cloth of blue cotton, thrown 
loofely over the flioulders, and coming down between the legs, is 
confined round the waifl: by a belt of cotton. An ample turban of 
blue cloth covers the head, and over this is frequently wore a fifli of 
filk and cotton mixed, rcfembling both in colour and pattern a Scorch 

* By obliging the MufTulnnaun to drink water, in -which fomc Seiks. have wnflicd 
their feet, mixed with hog’s blood, and the Hindoo with tliat of a cow. See Captain 
Scott, Vol. II. article Furrok Seer. 
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Tartan. They fpeak the Aufghaun or Poofhto language, with pro¬ 
lific additions of Perfian, Arabic, and'Hindoovcc 

From this digreflion let us proceed to relate the tranfadlions at court, 
Shah-Aulum, who was enraged at Zabita Khan for his repeated adls 
of infolence and difrefpedl, refolved to take the field in perfon, and 
had for this purpofe, as above remarked, ordered the captain general 
from Deig. On the minifter’s arrival, the king marched out and 
encamped. 

At a fecret conference held on the occafion, it was refolved, pre¬ 
vious to commencing hoflilities, to make one effort to perfuade the 
rebel to return to his duty; though had a rctrofpedl of his former 
condud; been taken, they would have forefeen the infufficicncy of 
any but refolute meafures. Agreeably to this refolve. Rajah Dai- 
cram, Himmut Behadur, and Lutafut, were fent to Schaurunpore to 
treat and offer terms j but for fear of an unfuccefsful iffue, the king 
and the general followed with the army. The deputation at firfl 


• In the year 1793-4, the author was at Panneput in company with Major Charles 
Reynolds, of the Bombay cftablilhment, employed by the Britifli government on a furvey 
through the Doo Ab; the refult of which, when communicated to the public, will no 
doubt prove a valuable addition to the geography already acquired. At that time he faw 
a body of Seiks then in the fervice of the great Sindiah; they were about one thojfand 
in number, under the command of D(x)lchcc Sing, from whofe brother moft of the in¬ 
formation above mentioned was received. The author has to apologifc for giving a 
/ketch fo imperfc6f, though he is happy to learn there is another and far better account 
already before the public from the late Colonel James Browne, of the Bengal eftabli/h- 
ment, but w hich account the author has not fecn. The account here given /lands merely 
on his own refcardies. 



A. D. 1777.] SHAH-AULUM. 7^ 

gave hopes of a peaceful termination. A conference took place be¬ 
tween the captain general, Mujud A 1 Dovvla, and Zabita Khanj but 
unhappily a mifundcrftanding arofe, which proceeded to violent 
altercation on both fides. Whether Zabita Khan, who was' of a 
turbulent and haughty fpirit, could not brook the manner of the 
king’s minillcrs, who talked in a high ftrain, or whether he was 
determined at all events on refinance, has not been clearly afeertained. 
From whatever caufe it arofe, he w'as obferved as became out of the 
tent to be uncommonly agitated ; and without waiting for the 
miniilers to accompany and introduce him, repaired diredlly to the 
royal tent. Having paid his refpeds to the king, he withdrew to 
his own camp; and. fuddcnly, without aligning any reafon for fuch 
a condud, ftruck his tents and went into fort. Notwithllanding fo 
glaring and infolent a conduct, the king did not proceed to the im¬ 
mediate punilhmen! of the rebel. On the contrary, he was per- 
fuaded, through the mediation of Lutafut, who, it is afferted,' was 
bribed largely on the occafion, to pardon him. Zabita Khan was, 
therefore, invited to court, and, on promifing fubmiflion, was again 
confirmed in his government of Sehaurunporc. The army returned, 
to Delhi. 
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CHAP. VI. 

Revolt of the Rajah of JypoRE —SuccinB Account of the Principa¬ 
lities of OuDiPORE — Jqudpore and Jypore —The King 
marches to JypoRE —Taking o/’Narnoul and Dhansney— 
Dijgrace ^Mujud Al Dowla —Death of Prince Furk- 
HINP A Bukht —Death and Charahler ^’Nujuff Khan. 

ON the return of the royal army to Delhi, NujiifF Khan, who 
had lately been appointed to the government of Agrah, repaired to 
that province: about this time news arrived at court of the death of 
Madhoo $ing, ruler of Jypore, and of tlie acceflion of Pertaub 
Sing, a youth of twelve years of age, to his father’s government. 
The confider^le lhare which this prince bore in the tranfadions of 
the court of Delhi, juftify our taking a retrofpedive view of the 
provinces of Oudipore, Joudpore, and Jypore, or the countries de¬ 
nominated by geographers Rajpootana*. 

When the Moguls firfl entered Hindoftaun, they found the inha¬ 
bitants in general effeminate and luxurious, and in confequence in¬ 
capable of oppofing with effed thofe hardy bands who at firfl under 
Zingis Khan, and afterwards his defeendant, the Great Timoor, ac- 

* Confult the excellent memoir of a map of Mindoftaun by Major Rcnncd, to whom 
the author begs leave to return his thanks for his liberal and polite attention in permit- 
ing him to copy the map prefixed to this volume. 
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quired a fuccclTion of conquefts, and finally laid the foundation of 
the Mogul empire in Hindoftaun in the perfon of Baber, fixth in 
defeent from Timoor. 

But however competent to overturn the Patan government, they 
found it more dilTicult to fubdiie the great Rajpoot principalities.— 
The princes of thofe countries, who were the aboriginal fovcrcigns 
of Hindoftaun, inherited from their anceftors a high and warlike 
fpirit, which, added to the natural advantages of their fituation, in 
countries furrounded by high mountains and interfedled by narrow 
vallies and numerous defiles, rendered hazardous a foreign invafion. 
The Rajpoot princes’ therefore continued long to refift with effedl the 
valour and difeipline of the Mogul troops ; and the different fove- 
reigns of the houfe of Timoor, after repeated, but ineffcdiual, 
ftruggles to reduce them by force, were in the end neceflitated to 
adopt a method more conciliatory. The firft princes of the race of 
Timoor not only invited them to the capital, and heaped upon them 
honours and dignities of all kinds, but were accuflomed to inter¬ 
marry with their families, a circumftance, which, if the tenacious 
adherence of the Hindoos to preferve their blood pure and unconta¬ 
minated be confidered, would appear difgracefulj but an alliance 
with the fovereign was, among the Hindoos, deemed honourable by 
the ancient ufages of their country. 

The great acquifition of interefi: thus obtained by the Rajpoot 
princes, the fecurity of their pofTeffions, and, above all, the profpe<T 
of their defeendants mounting the throne, were motives that infured 
a cheerful acquiefcence in thq propofed alliances, and abated their 
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,lpvt of independence, and contributed to render them con¬ 
tented in their tributary Rate. Accordingly, during the reigns of 
Jehanguire, Shah Jehan, and Aurengzeeb, the Rajpoot princes, 
were gradually allied to royal blood *. 


Rajpootanah^y or country of tlic Rathorc Rajpoots, in the im- 

« 

perial rcgiRer is included in the province of Agimere. hVom Jypoic, 
one of tlie principal cities, it extends 3 6S cofes | to its north-w efltra 
boundary of Bekaneer, a city which flcirts the confines of the defart; 
to the cafUvard it extends 150 cofes, and is Injundcd on that quaitcr 
by Agr.ih ; well by the city of Debalporc, on the banks of the Sutt- 
luz; and fouth by the province of Guzerat. 


The principal river, the Puddar, rifes in the mountainous part of 
the country ; and, aftci traverfing a vafl: extent, is difehargcil info 
the fea, near the gulph of kutch. 


Within the aforc-mentioned trad! arc tlie cities of Oiidipoie, Joud- 
pore, and jyporc, including tb.c Rrong foitichc'. of Cheitore and 
Rintimporc; the former memorable for reiilling the arms of the 
emperor Akbar ; and the latter lor liacing affoided an afylum to tlic 
families of Shah Jehan and Aurengzeeb, when in rcbebion againil 
their parents. Thefc countries abound iir cotton, opium, indigo, 

* Sec Dow’s flindoftaiin— l>njjlm. 

t In tills dcfi riiaiiai tlie aiitlior iuis availed hinifclf of a Pitlian MS. intitled 
HudcfLa .‘iJ Aid! I-em, or A gLO^\ayi\,\: at count oi fctcial of the j rint'ip.il tints and 
provinces of Hii'idoftann. It isv.rirtcii by a Itaintd native, .md contains ninth tuiious 
aOd iifcful information. 

I Cofs is equal to two Bridtli miles. 2 
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tobacco, and grain of various kinds, moft of which articles Wt feX- 
ported to Ab.unuidabad, the capital of Gu2crat, which returns the 
nianui'.KSluits o! kuiope and Periia. They have alfo a breed of ex¬ 
cellent lioifes, vhich are in general life among the Marhatta armies. 
While llie enijurc dourilhcd, the revenues of the Agimere province 
V. ere efiimated at twenty-llx millions; and the different Rajahs, when 
united, could bring into the field an army of 200,000 men, a force 
truly formidable, and which proved frequently fatal to the Mogul 
princes, even in the zenith of their power and authority. To con- 
tlude our icmarks on this fingular people, in the words of a fpirited 
liiilorian “ their lituation enabled them to retaliate injuries in the 
“ tenter of the empire; but attached to their foil, as ground on 
“ which theii deities as well as their anceflors had lived,’few of 
“ their princes had been ambitious of increafing their territory.” 

Towards the clofe of the lafl century, Jyfrng, a: prince no lefs 
celebrated for his warlike talents than for his reputation as a phdlofo- 
phtr and a cultivator of the arts, founded the modern city of Jypore, 
which he called Jynagghar. It is lltuatcd in the central pares of 
Rajpootanah, and about 140 miles weft of Agrah. The town is 
handfomc and well built; the houfes are of flone, and the flieets, 
wdiich are large and fpacious, interfcrSl each other at right' angles. , A 
citadel, w hich commands the town, is built upon a fleep rock, around 
which extends a chain of fortifications four miles in circumference. 
In the town is to be feen an obfervatory, credlcd by the prrince afore¬ 
mentioned, to which, during his life time, many eminent and 

* Onne’s Hiffoik-al Fragments. 
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learned men were invited, where the fcience of 
Cduoufly cultivated. 


[a. d. 1779, 
aftronomy was af- 


This city has of late years increafed in commerce and opulence ; 
for fince the communication through the province of Lahoor has 
been flopped by the Seiks, the merchants from the north have been 
accuflomed to enter Hindoflaun by the route of Jypore. Rock fait, 
iron, and copper, are found in the province ; and its revenues are 
eflimated at five millions flerling. 


The inhabitants are wholly Hindoos; and their manners are repre- 
fented by travellers to be hofpitable and unaffedlcd. Since the death 
pf Jyfing, who may be confidered as the founder of the prefent fa¬ 
mily, there has been a fucceflion of four princes *. Purtaub Sing, 
who, as already remarked, was a minor in the hands of his guar¬ 
dians, from inexperience was incapable of governing and entirely 
under the guidance of others. During the late dillurbanccs, his 
miniflcrs taking advantage of the abfence of the royal army, had 
negled-cd to fend to court the cuflomary tribute, which Shah-Aulum 
was determined to punilh. He accordingly afiemblcd the army, the 
command of which was given to the Nawaub Mujud A 1 Dowla. 
This nobleman, eager to gratify his own ambition, had long beheld 
with impatience the authority of Nujulf Khan: he thought the pre¬ 
fent opportunity favourable to his views ; and the abfence of the 
captain general, who was employed in the Agrah province, gave him 
hopes of eftablilliing his afcendancy over the mind of his fovercign. 


Jyfing Sewaii, Alfcri Sing, Pritlii Sing, Madheo Sing 
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and by the redudion of the Jypore country fix himfelf in ppwet 
without controul. 


The army being aflembled, Mujud A 1 Dowla, accompanied by 
the king marched againft Rewari, a large town in the dominions 
of PertaubSing, the place after a fliort rcfiftance fubmit^ed, as did 
alfo the forts of Narnoul and Dhanfiiey. The fuccefs of thefe 
operations induced Mujud A 1 Dowla to carry the king to a greater 
difiance, and to propofe to his majefty to extend his circuit through 
the provinces of Agimere, under pretext of paying his devotions at 
the fiirine of a Mahomedan faint. This plan which was to fepa- 
latc the king from'Nujuff Khan, would in all probability have 
fuccccded, had not a circumfiance occurred which baffied his 
fehemes, and led in the end to important confcquenccs. Nujuff 
Khan hearing of the late fuccefies, and perceiving the incrcafed in¬ 
fluence of Mujud A 1 Dowla, ventured on aperfonal vifit to the royal 
camp; and leaving the care of Agrah to his friend Mahomed Beg 
Khan, lie began his march towards Jypore. The minifters of Per- 
taub Sing, after the lofics afore mentioned, finding farther refifiance 
vain, now made overtures of fubmifiion in the name of tlicir 
mafier, and a ncgociation accordingly commenced. A large pailh- 
cufla was offered on the part of the young Rajah, and profcT- 
fions of loyalty and attachment in his future conduefi.—Pending 
this treaty, Nujuff Khan, who was informed of the circumfiance, 
refolvcd it fhould not be terminated until his own arrival. lie 
therefore, difpatched an exprefs to the king, requefiing that the treaty 
fliould not be concluded without him ; and on his own *authority 
forbade the Jypore Vakeel to proceed any farther intheaflair, Com- 
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fHands didlated in terms fo forcible had the defircd effeif, and Shnh.- 
Aiilui^ was compelled to acquaint Mujud A.! Dowla of his ac- 
quiefeenep iu the demands of his rival. 

In a few days the army of Nujulf Khan arrived in the neigh¬ 
bourhood.of the royal camp, and, to do the general honour, his ma- 
jefty font his third fon, the Prince Yezdan Bukht, to meet and con- 
diufl him to the prefence. A private conference was held on the 
occafion, and Mujud A 1 Dowla was convinced that the authority of 
his rival was too powerful to be overthrown. Pertaub Sing was now 
ordered to repair to the royal camp, and on prclcwting an offering 
of five lacks of rupees, received his majclly’s )>ardon, and was re- 
llored to the government of the Jypore province. 'Phe army then 
returned to Delhi, where Nujuff Khan, foon alter his arrival, cele¬ 
brated the nuptials ot his youngeft daughter with tlic Navvaub 
Nujuff Cooly Khan. The marriage was honoured by the king’s 
g;-efcncc, and in a few days after Nujuff Khan returned to Agrah. 

During- the remainder of the current year, little occurs at Delhi 
worthy ol notice ; but the enfuing leafon exhibited a new feene of 
action, and occafioned a conliderable alteration on the face of af¬ 
fairs at court. The Seiks, who for fcveral years had confined them- 
lelve's to their own territories, now fuddenly appeared in great 
numbers on the frontiers, A great force under diffeient leaders 
having affembled, entered the king’s territories, and commenced 
their ufual courfe of plunder and devaflation. They foon pene¬ 
trated as far as Carnal, a large city ico miles north of the capital. 
Of this they took polfeflion, and difperfed their parties in various 
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dire( 5 tions to overrun the province of Delhi. To repel this 
invafion, Mujud A 1 Dowla, accompanied by Furkhinda Bukht, a 
prince of the royal family, were ordered to take the field. _ Twenty 
thoufand with a rcfpc6tahlc train of artillery, were foon ready 
to march. Advancing by cafy marches along the weflcrn bank of 
the river Jumna, the royal army reached Carnal without interruption. 
At th is place Runjcct Sing and Deo Sing, two of the principal leaders 
of the Seiks, difpatchcd a vakeel to camp with oflers of fuhmif- 
fion. They promifed a puinicufli of three lacks of rupees, and to 
rccal their alfociatcs from tlieir predatory incurfions. Mujud AI 
Dowla acquiefeeing in the propofal, thofe chiefs were dircdled to 
attend the royal army in its future progrefs. Accordingly hav¬ 
ing evacuated the town of Carnal, they joined the ininiflcr. From 
Carnal, Mujud Al Dowla advanced to Puttiali, a town 60 cofes 
north of the latter, and fituated on the Seik Irontier. That place 
was defended by Amur Sing, wdio with a numerous garriion, and 
abundance of provitions, refolvcd to fuflain a ftge. Amur Sing 
had, however, other motives for rcfifiancc; he was aware that a large 
reinforcement of Seiks had left Lahoie, and might llionly be ex- 
pedled at Puttialinor was he witliout hope that even in the event 
of their non-arrival, and the town being hard prclfed, but that he 
ihould be able to gain over the minifler to his views, by the aid of 
all-powerful gold. However this might have been, Mujud Al 
Dowla befieged th.c place in form; but many days had not elapfed, 
when it was announced to the army, that a ncgociation for peace 
was in train. Amur Sing confenting to become tributary, commif- 
fioncrs were appointed on both fides to draw up an amicable treaty. 
The conferences accordingly commenced; but an a(ft of treacheiy 
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on the part of the Seiks, and in which it was fui'pcded the minider 
had a confiderable fliare, fuddcnly dilfolved the meeting. To re¬ 
late with precifion the circumftances w'hich led to this breach of 
faith, we miift recollc6l that the Seik chieftains, who fubmitted 
at Carnal, were Rill in the royal camp. They having received ad¬ 
vice of the expedled reinforcement of their countrymen being near 
at hand, fent notification of it to Amar Sing ; at the fame time ad- 
viling that chief by fome means or other to break off the treaty tlicn 
pending. 


Agreeably to this information, Amar Sing exhibited to the com- 
miffioners many fhuffling evafions and pretexts ; and to this was 
added an haughty and contemptuous behaviour, which could not be 
mifiaken. Rajah Daieram, the chief commifiioner, perceiving his 
drift, quitted the town of Pattiali, and with his affociates returned 
to camp. 


Meanwhile the traitors there endeavoured by ffudied refped: to 
preclude all fufpicion of their fidelity in the mind of the minifier. 
Mujud A 1 Dpwla faid nothing; and his fliameful fupinenefs on this 
occafion in fuffering the infults fufiained by the royal commiffioners 
at Pattiali to pafs unnoticed, afforded additional proofs of his collu- 
fion in the difgraceful feene. Early on the following morning, 
Runjeet Sing and his affociate fuddenly left the camp : a party was 
diredled to go in purfuit of themj this paity had fcarcely cleared 
the advanced ports of the army, when they difeovered the van 
guard of an immenfe hort of Seiks, who by forced marches had 
advanced thus far unnoticed. At the fame inrtant Amar Sing, of 
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Pattiali, illiiing out of the fort, covered the retreat of the traitors^ 
and with them diortly after joined the troops from Lahoor. The 
Seiks now made a violent attack on*all hdcs: accuftomed to a de- 
fultory mode of warfare, they charged the line in fcveral parts at 
once, and by the ficrcenefs of their onfet, threw the king’s troops 
into confufion. Tlic whole army would now have been facrificed 
had not the officer who commanded in the rear, by a well-dircilcd 
fire of his artillery, given a timely check to the enemy. The king’s 
troops were, however, compelled to retire; and for four days made 
a difgraceful anti diforderly retreat. On the fifth day, the army 
reached I’anniput, under the walls of which they cnct^mped. Here 
the Seiks quitted them; and unfatiated with fuccefs, and fiercely 
thirfting for plunder, they divided into feparate columns, and 
croffing the Jumna, fpread rhcmfelvcs over the upper parts of the 
Doo Ab, committing every where ad;s of cruelty, devaftation, and 
death. 


The late difgraceful feenes had excited in the army univerfal 
indignation againfi: Mujud A 1 Dowla. On him the eyes of all 
men were bent; and numbers fcrupled not openly to accufe him 
of having been bribed by the Seiks to betray the king’s interefis, 
and devote his army to utter ruin. If, indeed, it be confidered 
that a finer and better appointed army never marched from Delhi, 
that they were fiulhed with recent fucceffes, and animated by the 
prefence of a prince of the blood; that this army ffiould be inc'cr.- 
petent to fuftain the fhock of a tumultuous rabble, appeared incre¬ 
dible in the eyes of all men, and proved the reproaches thrown on 
the minifler to be firidlly merited. Even after the enemy had re- 
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feflead of remaining on the frontier to recover his foldiers 
from their late depreflion, he, as if panic ftruck, marched pre¬ 
cipitately to the capital, thereljy leaving the whole country expo fed 
in hi$ r<ar, and the wretched inhabitants a prey to tire ravages of 
thofe barbarous invaders. But he was foon to receive a punilhnient 
adequate to his deferts. 


Intelligence of this difaftrous event arriving at Delhi, conflerna- 
tion and difmay feized on all. The king was highly inccnlcd at 
the bafe condud; of Mujud A 1 Dowla; and to prevent farther ill con- 
fequences, required the immediate attendance of the captain gcncial. 
It was indeed high time for fome effedlual intcrfcreircc. On one 
hand the Seiks were filling the Doo Ab with outrage and devaha- 
tion, while on the other feveral of the Zemindars, availing them- 
fclves of the confufion of the times, rofe in arms in many parts of 
the country. 


The minifter, who by this time had reached Delhi, on his arrival 
laboured incelTantly to remove from the king’s mind all fufpicion 
of his fidelity. He entered into a long defence of his condudl, 
wherein he attempted to prove that the laic difaficr was imputable 
not to his want of attachment, but to the common accidents of 
war; that for himfelf he had ever been one of the foremoll in zeal 
and exertion for his majefty’s fervicc. 

Shah-Aulum, who was not in a condition as yet to refute the ar¬ 
guments of his minifter, (that nobleman’s guards having poft'eflion 
of the palace) apparently accepted his apologies j but the fcquel 
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inclined all thinking perfons to conclude, that the king ^ 

own rnind refolved on his difgrace. It muft here be refflifcmbered 
that Mujud A 1 Dowla, from his extenfive influence at court, had a 
ftrong party in his favour in the army; that he, moreover, was 
in polTelfion of the king’s perfon and the citadel, and therefore re¬ 
folved to oppofc his enemies by force of arms. It* was juftly 
feared that the contention between tlic rival chiefs would, to the 
citizens of Delhi, be attended with confidcrable mifehief, if not of 
bloodlhcd. 


Tlicfe alarms, however, were happily fubdued by the condudl 
and dexterity of the captain general, who was how on his way to the 
capital. By means of his emiflaries, difperfed throughout the city, 
he, bv large bribes and promifes of preferment, drew over to his own 
views the leading chiefs of the minifter’s party. Secure on this 
head, he helitated not to carry his deligns into inftant execution. 

On his arrival in the neighbourhood, the prince Furkhinda Bukht 
and Mujud A 1 Dowla were ordered to meet and conduit the captain 
general to court. Prior to Mujuel A 1 Dowla’s*quitting the citadel, 
he received information of the intended combination againfl him. 
He was told of the deligns of his enemies to feize him, and of the 
king’s acquiefcence and fecret indignation toward him: finally, they 
recommended him to be upon his guard; and, in the flrongefl man¬ 
ner, urged him to remain witliin the citadel, wdiere, with the force 
he polfelfcd, he might bid deliance to the united efforts of his ene¬ 
mies. Staggered at the unexpected intelligence, the minifler for a 
‘moment paufed. But impelled by an unaccoimtable infatuation, he 
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relied on the king’s pcrfonal favour, and, maugre the intrcatics of 
his friends, rcfolvcd to go on. 


Scarcely had the prince’s retinue quitted the city, when Afrahab 
Khan, a young foldier of fortune, who had been bred in the camp 
and in the family of Zulficar A 1 Dowla, at the head of 500 horfe, 
feized on the gate; thence proceeding to the citadel, he compelled 
the garrifon, who had been Rationed there by Mujud A 1 Dowla, to 
lay down their arms and evacuate the fort. They obeyed : the 
fpirited youth then took polfeRion for SIiah-Aulum in the name of 
his benefadlor. The king having taken no notice of this tranfadlion, 
it was fuppofed his majeRy was apprifed of the ‘w hole plan prior to 
its execution. 


By this time the prince and Mujud A 1 Dowla had reached the 
camp of the captain general. After a few complimentary ceremo¬ 
nies, the miniRer was informed that he w^as no more to vifit the 
king. Perceiving his difgrace inevitable, he begged leave to return 
to his palace in the city. This wais allowed, but a guard was fent 
along with him; ^nd fhortly after the whole of his propert)^ 
amounting to more than twenty lacks of rupees, was feized, and 
confifeated to the ufe of the captain general. 

In a court fo fruitful of revolutions as Delhi, the removal or death 
of a miniRer is in general viewed by the people with perted: apathy 
and indifierence: yet on this dccafion, Mujud A 1 Dowla’s condudl 
in the late expedition had excited a difguR among all ranks; which, 
added to his former ads of rapacity and oppreflion to fupply the' 
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extravagance of the court, altogether rendered his difgracc juftly 
merited. 

Zulficar Al Dowlah, on his prefentation at court, was received 
by Shah-Auluni uith marks of the moft affetflionatc refpetfl. In 
return he made an ofiering of four lacks of rupees, together with 
fome beautiful Perfian horfes for the ufe of the king’s liable. The 
palace of the late vizir Cummir Aldeen Khan was afligned for the 
refidcnce of the new minifler, who from henceforth determined to 
fix his refidcnce at Delhi. 

The difmiffion of Mujud Al Dowla from all his employments 
occafioned fome alterations in the arrangement of offices. At the 
recommendation of the captain general, the prince Mirza Jiiwaun 
Bukht was made fuperintendant of the bathing apartments j prince 
Furkhinda Bukht, Mccr Atulli, or Grand Mailer of Artillery; and 
his majcfly honoured the captain general himfelf with the high office 
of Vakeel Mutluck, or Abfolute Diredor General of the affairs of 
the empire. 

The commencement of 1781 was taken up in preparations for 
puniffiing the Seiks. That lawlefs banditti were flill ravaging the 
upper parts of the Doo Ah. To chaftife them, Mirza Shuffee Khan, 
a young nobleman who polfcffcd great military experience, was de¬ 
tached from the capital with a body of twelve thoufand men, and 
a fuitable train of artillery. After eroding the Jiinina, he went in 
npucfl of the enemy; and after feveral ineflcdiial ikirmifhes and. 
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a defultoiy warfare, lie at laft brought them to a general and decifivc 
adlion. 


On the 15th of Auguft, under the walls of Meerut, he attacked 
them with great gallantry and fpirit: the king’s troops, llimulatcJ 
by the remembrance of their difgrace the preceding year, and burn¬ 
ing for revenge, exerted on this occahon their utnioft efforts to make 
an honourable amend. Succefs crowned their wilhcs in a total 
overthrow of the enemy w'ith a terrible llaughtcr. Sahib Sing, tlieir 
leader, with fevcral other commanders of note, wxre llain on tlic 
fpot, and upwards of 5000 men. Difpirited at this lofs, the Seiks re¬ 
turned in the utmoff confuhon, croffed the Jumna w'ith precipitation, 
and finally took refuge in their owm territories, which affonled relief 
to the miferable inhabitants over whom for the fpacc of fcveral 
months they had exercifed the raoft uncontrolcd and unbounded 
fe verity. 


After the vidlory, Mirxa Shuffee Khan humanely diredlcd his 
attention to the diftreffes of the inhabitants ; and to ahord tliem 
folid proofs of his benevolent intentions, he, in die name of his 
majefty, granted them a remiffion of taxes for a year. 

Order being once more reffored, he returned in triuinjdi to the 
capital. Had the advantages we have above detailed been purfued 
W’ith a vigour proportionate to the occalion, tliere is no doubt but 
the mod: fubdantial benefits w’ould have acrued to the royal caufe. 
The enemy were totally difpirited witli their lolfes; and by natural 
confequence, were at variance with each oilier, and incapable of 
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refill:ance. Here then was a mofl favourable opportunity afforded 
tor extending' the kind’s influence from the environs of his capital 
even to the Attock; and of cllahlifhing his authority on fo fccurc 
and permanent a bafe as in future to have elledlually precluded all 
attempts of bis ambitious nciidibours, or, what was to him of more 
cuniequence, to keep within bounds his own rebellious flubjeds.— 
Untortunately tor the flate, tlicfc advantages were not followed up; 
nor could the prime minifler be prevailed on to rc-aflemblc the army 
tor an invation of the riinjab. He was now advancing- in years, 
and had bteomc indolent, to which it might be added the minifler 
could not without jcaloufy behold the abilities and rifing fortunes of 
Mirza Shuffee Khan. High fpirited and adlive, that nobleman had 
gained the attachment of the'foldiery in a very uncommon degree; 
and bv <ieds of liberality and munificence, he was careful to confirm 
tlicm in their fentiments. 


Alcnnwliilc, as the perfon mofl fit for the appointment, Mirza 
Shufiai was nominated to the command of the frontier flation ; and 
accordingly having received his difinillion from the prefence, atten¬ 
ded by a conliderablc force, he repaired to the city of Panniput. 

About this time ambaffadors from I.ahoor arrived at court.— 
They brought letters of fubrniflion from the principal chiefs, which 
were accompanied by a large pailhcufli in money,^and a promife of 
tl'ic payment in future of a regular tribute. The city of Carnal was 
likewile redored to the king; and the ambaffadors moreover made 
a pecuniary compenfation for the Ioffes fullained in the late in- 
vallon. 
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Shah-Aiilum now celebrated the nuptials of his fecond fun, 
Prince Akbar Shah, with a princefs of the royal family. The 
cererrtony was performed with much fplendour at the houfe of the 
miniffer, who took this opportunity of gratifying his maffer by 
, beftowdng liberal piefents on the new-married pair. 

Toward the latter end of the current year, died the Prince Furk- 
hinda Bukht. His remains were interred in the maufoleum of 
Humaioon, the general repofitory of the rdlies .of the houfe of 
Timoor *. 

The death of the prince was followed fhortly after by that of the 
miniffer. He had been much afflidled for feveral preceding years 
with a feverc rheumatic complaint. This was increafed by a com¬ 
plication of other diforders occafioned by an irregular mode of 
life, which at length inflamed his humours to fuch a degree of acri¬ 
mony as rendered life a burthen to him. In this deplorable ftatc, 
he languifhcd for feveral months, till in the month of April 1782, 
he expired in the palace of Sefdar Jung, flncercly regretted by his 
fovereign, who vifited him during his illnefs, and lamented by the 
inhabitants of Delhi, who loved and revered him. He was buried 
in the fepulchre of Ali Mirdaun Khan. 

Mirza NujufPKhan Zulficar A 1 Dowla was a native of Perfia: 
by the mother’s fide, he claimed his defeent from the royal houfe of 
Sefi, who, at the commencement of the prefent century, fat on 


Vide Appendix i. 
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the throne of lArila. When Nadir Shah ufurped (hat government, 
lie put under eonhnement all the relative braneh.eS of the royal i'a- 
inily who remained. Among thofc were th.e mother of Nujuff 
Klian : lire had two children, hiinlclf and a filler, named Khadeeja 
Snltaun. 

• 

In 1746, Mirza Mohttflun, brotlicr of Sefdar Jung, Soobadar of 
Oude, was fent on an embalfy to the Pcrlian court. By his intcr- 
cedion, the family obtained their liberty ; when the mother, pre¬ 
ferring to remain in her native country, Mirza Mohulfun carried 
back into Hindoflaun Mirza Niijuff Khan and his filler, at that 
time about thirteen years old. This princefs was Ihortly after mar¬ 
ried to her deliverer, and had by him one fon, who, in procefs of 
time, iKcamc governor of Allahabad. In that llation Mahmud 
Cooli Khan, the perfon above mentioned, was, by order of Shuja 
A 1 Dow la, moll bafely aflaffinated *. 

Mirza Nujuff Khan, at tlie time of his ncphcw'’s dcccafe, was 
likcwife in the vizir’s ler\icc.—But Shuja having taken an aver- 
fion to him, wliich moll probably arole from an unworthy jealoufy 
of his fuperior accoinphlhments, treated him in fevcral inflanccs 
with marked difrel'pedL The high fpirit of Nujuff Khan could 
not brook thefe indignities, and accordingly quitted for ever the 
dominions oi’ Oud,c. 

In the year 1762, he repaired to Patna, where Coftim Ali Khan, 

♦ At the fort of Jclaulabad, about five miles difiant from the city of Lucknow. 
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Nabob of Bengal, at that time held his court. That prince taking 
Nujuff Khan into his fervice, he was promoted to the command of 
a body of Mogul horfe. He was cmployetl during the war that 
foon after broke out between the Sooha anil the Ih itilh government, 
and was prefent at the attack of Oiidah .Nulla, and other places; 
and on all occafions condudlcd himfelf with vigour, Ipirit, and 
gallantry. 

On the defeat of Shuja Dowla at the memorable battle of Buxar, 
and the total ruin of the affairs of the unfortunate Coflim, Mirza 
Nujuff Khan being unwilling to trufl to the vizir’s clemency, 
fought an afylum in Boghilcund. Here he remained until the treaty 
of Allahabad in 1765, when he was fent for by Shah-Aulum ; and 
at his recommendation, Lord Clive gave him a penfion of two lacks 
of rupees, chargeable on the revenues of the Corah province *. 

On his majefly’s retreat from Allahabad, Nujuff Khan accom- 
panictl the court; and from that period he rofe, as we have fecn in 
the preceding pages, to the firff offices and highefl honours in the 
date. 

Mirza Nujuff Klian, by his powerful influence, high military 
charadler, and unrelaxcd attention to bulinels, was well fitted to 
condud; the affairs of the empire with a vigorous and Heady It.aid. 
He reftored order and tranquillity to the alnioll-ruincel provinces ; 

* See tiic reports of the feloif committee. 
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Ainl 1 y Lis Vv ij\‘ aLiniiiiilration, recruited in a condderable (S^'grec 
flic e.'diaudcil uuanees. 

'j'luiuyh cmiiiuidiy furrcaindcd by numerous and warlike ene¬ 
mies, the al.'ii.t'es ui twc eaytain ycr.cral were equal to the contefl. 
I'} a I'.ea'ly and uiideviaiiiyy yurluit in his dedgns, he at length 
(1 iuinjiliC'd over all ins enemies, and reaped the fruits of his well- 
earned labours by ercLling lor himfelf a noble principality. 'I'his, 
eonftling of the province oi Agrah, of whieh lie was governor, 
the adjoining countries of Mcriit and Machcri, tb.e whole of the 
faut territories, and greater part of the Doo Ah, allogctlier yielding 
a ixwcnue of two niillions Ifcrling. His eAabliflimcnt was magni¬ 
ficent and cxlenlive; and hc' lived in a manner worthy a prince. 

To great Ikill in military affairs, Nujufi' Khan added the haprpy 
talent of being able to conciliate the attachment of his troops 
in an uncommon degree. The foldicrs admired his patience under 
adverfity, his affability, gencrofity, and manlincfs of fpirit ; and 
though, from a variety of circumAances, and the Audfuating 
changes incielent to an Afiatic army’-, they were not unfrcqucirtly 
thrown into difeontent, and fomc times even to mutiny, NujuA' 
Khan, on tliefc critical occafions, never failed, by his addrefs and 
dexterity, to pacify the inoA unruly without a diminution of his 
own authority.—A rare and fortunate example. 

That no other perfon w as equally capable to combine and keep 
together fuch a variety of difeordant intercAs as the policy of an 
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Eailftm government ever exhibits, was cffedually evinced in the 
examples of his fucceflbrs. 

Upon the whole, we may, with jufticc, -afcribc to Nujuff Khan 
the charader of an able datcfman, a fkilful commander, and a hu¬ 
mane and benevolent man. Polite and affable in his manners to 
all perfons, which is indeed proverbial to bis countrymen, he was 
generous to his dependants, and ffridly I’lill. His death was dc- 
fervedly regretted by Shah-Aulum, who certainly owed to Mirza 
Nujuff Khan a fituation more refpcdable than he had before, or 
was hereafter, deftined to experience 


• The foregoing account of the family of Nujuff Khan is extradfed from a Perfian 
MS. in the author's poffellion; it is entitled Khazanab Omrah, or Biography of t!ic 
Mogul Nobility, a work frequently mentioned by Oriental hiftorians. 
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CHAP. VII. 

Tiwif.iUions at Conn fuhfc'juoit to the Death o/Zulficar Al 
D o w L A —A F R A s 1 A 11 K ii A N appointed Minijicr — ^Dijjentiotix 
among the Mog g l Lo)'Js—E levation &/' AI iRz A Shut f e e Khan 
— hitrigiies—He is aU'aJJinated Lefoye Deu; — Rc-appointme/il cp' 
Afrasj A 1; K.nA'H—^ReJlceliuns. 

UNTIL NujufFKhan’t; death, affairs at court, though at times in¬ 
terrupted by temporary dillentions and dilagrccmcnts betwixt tlic Mo¬ 
gul nobles, had by the adive vigilance of the captain-general been 
amicably fettled. But their turbulent fpirit, however, reflrained 
during his life time, now broke foith witli a fury which wais to¬ 
tally ungovernable. Hence in (he fecptel of this hiflory we fhall 
be reduced to the painful neccllity of recortling fi eiies of violence, 
anarchy, and bloodllicd. Shah-Aulum aebancing in years, and 
diditute of that energy and vigour of mind io neccllary to ileni the 
torrent, was compelled as occafions demanded to vald to i(s force, 
and the unhappy king, in the evening- of life, had the morlif'Aatiou 
to perceive his authority totally annihilated, andi himf(.lt lieconie a 
wretched pageant in the hands of his rtbdhous fubjedls. 

Among the principal competitors for power was Afra.fab khan. 
This young foldier, bred in tl:c camp, and untler the e}'e of the 
late captain-general, had by his military talents ac(|uircd the afkc- 
tions of the army. He was nominated to the poll of Ameer Al 
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Omrah. His firll attention was judicioiilly direded to fecure tl'.c 
attachment of the diiTerent Moaul chids. Anioiur thefe Mir/a 
Shuflee Khan was one of the mull powerfu] ; his life lliccafs againfl 
the Seiks, and his fituation in command of the frontiers, induced 
the miniflcr to treat him with extraordir.aiy attention. Afraliab 
Khan, therefore, fent letters to that nobleman, e\prd]ivc of tlie ut- 
molf cordiality, and recommended lii^ vigilant attention to his 
charge on tlic frontiers. Similar letters eeeie lent to the Nawaub 
Zabita Khan, ruler of Schaurunpore. 1 he new miniller he-ing po¬ 
pular in tlic army, and a man of aeknoulodged refolution, it was 
thought he would have fecured a contiiui.ition of lii.> authority; but 
an oppofition e\hieh ar<:>fe totally imexj'etle'd by him from an op- 
polite quarter, not only lor the prefent deprived him of his autho¬ 
rity, but even brought him to the very brink of ruin. 


To trace the canfe of this oppofition, we niiift recur to the ftua- 
tion of the family of the dcceafed miniller. NujufF Khan’s iKter, 
tlie Princefs Khadtjce Sullaun, was at this time at Delhi, pollclfed of 
great wealth ; and being a woman of a mafeulinc and intriguing 
fpirit, Ihe boldly entered into the politics of the times, and refoKctl 
to fornr a party of her own. She had conceived a great avcrllon to 
Afraliab Khan, who had treated her with difrcfpedl, and know¬ 
ing the ambition of Mirza Shuflee, feledcd that nobleman as a 
counterpoife againfl: the minifler’s influence. Khadcjee Sultaun, 
therefore, in ceineert with Zeein A 1 Abuden Khan, his brother, and 
othci lords, whom flic had gained over to her views, invited Mirza 
Shuflee to maich to Delhi, and take upon himfelf the adminiflra- 
tion of affairs. They affured him at the fame time, that the king 
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iccrcfly approved the plan, and concluded by recommending his 
fpccdy ajipcarance. 


The dedgn of this confederacy, however cautioufly condudled, 
could not long be kept fccret from Afrafiab Khan. Information of 
the intended confpiracy being conveyed to him, he rcifolntely de¬ 
termined on a counter plan, and by a coalition of interells wdth 
fomc difidc< 5 ted lords, to ilefeat the deligns of his cnemico. 
Among thele were the depoled miniiler, the Nawaub MnjudAl 
Idovvla ; that nobleman had linee his difgrace been kept in clofc 
confinement. Afrafiab Khan finding him wcdl inclined to the con- 
needion, applied to Shah-Aulum for his rcleafe. licobfcived to 
his majefly, that Mtijiid A 1 Dowla, having experienced a fevere 
pnnilhmcnt for his faults, in a tedious imprifonment, and the con- 
fileatioti of his fortune, there was now room for clemency towards 
liim. Shah-Aiilum acquiefeing in the requeff, Mnjud A 1 Dowla was 
iiberated from his arrefl, and again placed at the head of the Khalifa *, 
at the fame time Nujufi Cooli Klian, fon-in-law of the late mi¬ 
ni her, was jiiL/niotcd to the oflice of Dewaun. 'i'he contending 
panties wei'^, in force, nearly equal, but as Atrafiah pollelled tl e 
f.od of advanta'e, in liaving the eitadel under his immediate eom - 
mind, he fiattered himlelf with the hopes of fuceefs. 


Such was tl'.e fitnatiun of affairs, wdien Mirza Shufiec Khan, 
with his arm)' arrived in tlic neighbourheod of Delhi, d he king, 
it is fiid, being favourable to his pretenlions, difiurtched a con¬ 
fidential fervant fecieth. to Ins e:imj>, who recommended for the 
prcfciithis remaining inaeiive. d his tranfaedion did not efcape the 

■* 'i'lic trcafiiry. 
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notice of Afraliab Kha’n, and on receiving' information of it from 
liis cmilTaries, he determined by a vigorous mcafure, at once to 
bring th6 matter to idue. Repairing to the palace, he, in peremptory 
terms demanded the diimillion of Mirza Shufke, and told lh.e king 
th.at perceiving his enemies had formed a plan to fubvert his autho¬ 
rity, it was incumbent on him by every means in his power, to pre¬ 
vent inch an ad; of injuftice. That with iclpcCt to the appearance 
of Mirza Shiiffee at the capita], he nniil be called on to adign his 
motives for quitting his Ration on tlic trontieis w ithout leave ob¬ 
tained, and in manifed; violation of his oath of ;illegiance. 
Afrafiab Ivhan concluded with remarking the inqn'oper condud of 
the Princefs Ivliadtjcc Sultaun, whom he knew acied in concert w’itb 
his enemies, and urged tlie necedfity of la.ying fomc redraint upon 
her ambitious and intriguing fpirit. He charged, her withadefign 
to degrade his majedy’s authority ; and dually concluded his re- 
mondrance, with a requidtion for that princefs immediatelv to de¬ 
liver up the fortrefs of y\grah, with the cannon and warlike dons 
contained therein. Shah-Aulum under the redraint of his minider 
acquiefeed in his demands, and accordingly Mirza Shuflee was 
called upon by letter to date his reafons for having quitted his dation. 
This vigorous meafurc, though it alarmed Mirza Shudee, did not 
incline him to relinquidi his purfuits. Indead ol anfuering to the 
charge, he advanced his camp oppodte the Ajimcrc gate of the 
city, which he clofely blockaded. 

The afpetd of affairs was gloomy. The rival chiefs were each 
determined to red the idlie of their refpetdive claims to the fw ord, 
and a fccnc of tumult and horror was apprehended by the peaceful 
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inhabitants. At this crifis of affairs an imexpeded circiimftance 
arofc, which defeated the defigns of the prime miniller, and gave the 
palm of fuccefs to his opponent. During the difputes above re¬ 
lated, Mahomed Beg Khan Hamdani, who was governor of Agrah 
on tire part of Nujuff Khan, availing himfclf of the confiifion of 
the times, refolvcd to participate in the fpoils. He left tlie fort of 
Agrali, and began to plunder and lay wafle the country, but his 
vengeance was principally diredted againft the Jaghcer of Afrafiab 
Khan, of whole authority he was jealous. Afrafiab Khan deeming the 
prefervation of bis cllate preferable to maintaining his authority at 
court, determined to retire. But previous totaking that ftep he delivered 
over the citadel to his afibciate Mujud AI Dowla, and at his departure 
fold the king he would foon return, and take vengeance of his ene¬ 
mies. He then with a felcdl body of horfc took the road to AgraJi. 


Scarcely had Afrafiab Khan left the city, when Mirza Shuffee 
Khan marched in with his whole force. His fuccefs w^as rapid, 
having fecured the gates and principal avenues to the palace, he 
detached a party to furround the houfes of Mujud Al Dowla, 
Laitafut Khan, Nujuff Cooli Khan, and other chiefs, attached to 
his rival. After a Ihort, but defperate refifiance, in which feveral 
were (lain, thofc noblemen w'erc compelled to fubmit; and Mirza 
Shuffee, elevated with his fuccefs, repaired in triumph to the palace. 
He was immediately invefted with the dignity of Ameer AI Omrah, 
and the fupremc adminifiration of affairs. Tranquillity being 
reftored in the city, Mirza Shuffee paid a vifit to the Princefs 
Khadcja Sultaun. After mutual congratulations the princefs pre- 
fented him with a large fum of money, of which he was much in 
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want, and to confirm his authority by every means in her power, 
flic bellowed on him in marriage the only remaining daughter of 
her deceafed brother. The nuptials were celebrated with much 
fplendour at her own charge. 


Arrived at the height of his ambition, it might naturally be con- 
j€(fturcd that Mirza Shuffee would omit no precautions to confirm 
his authority upon a folid bafis. But in his fubfequent conduct he 
was highly rcprchenfible. That condutl whicli had acquired him 
the affedlion of the troops and the lupport of the officers, noiv ap¬ 
peared to have forfaken him. His demeanour on a fudden became 
haughty and imperious, which excited murmuring anti difeontent 
in the breafls of his aflbeiates, and their ctFeCt were for him but too 
foon apparent. In the mean time we mult direct our tittcnrion to 
the depofed minifter. Afrafiab Khan hearing of the late revolution, 
wifely refolvcd to make Mahomed Beg Khan Hamdani his friend. 
He being equally well difpofed to a compromife, a treaty was ac¬ 
cordingly drawn up, in which it was agreed to join their forces and 
march forthwith to Delhi, to reinflatc Afrafiab Khan in his autho¬ 
rity, and afterwards lharing in a mutual adminifiration. 


In the mean time their view's W'crc advanced, though unintention¬ 
ally towards them, by the difclofure of a plan w hich had been con¬ 
certed under the aufpiccs of the Prince Juwaun Bukht, which pro¬ 
duced a new revolution in affairs. That prince, who had long been 
indignant at the degraded fituation of the royal authority, thought 
the abfence of Afrafiab Khan a favourable opportunity for pro- 
fecuting a plan for the king’s relief, and of taking a lhare of the 
government to himfclf. He had for this purpofe privately gained 
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over to his views Lutafut Ali Khan, Mahomed Yacoob, and fome 
other lords. To the weight of their influence, was added that of 
Mr. Pauly, a French ofliccr, who commanded the difeiplined bat¬ 
talions of the late Somroo. 


The plan of operations having been thoroughly digcfl:(?d, Mir^a 
|uwaun Bukht, accompanied by his aflbeiates, difclofed it to Shah- 
Auliim. Tlicy ftrenuoufly urged his majefly to difmifs Mirza ShufFcc 
Khan from his employments, and to rc-alTume lus authority, and 
punilh the rebels. They concluded by recommending tlie immediate 
arrefl: of the miniflcr, whom Mr. Pauly undertook to fecure. Shah- 
Aulum hgnifying his acquiefccnce, the confpirators prepared to 
carry their plan into execution. It was however rendered ncedlefs 
by the voluntary departure of Mirza Shuftcc Khan. He was that 
very morning excrciling his troops on the fands of the Jumna, 
when lie received an account of the plan for his deflrudlion. He 
faw his danger, and finding his troops infulllcicnt to face the com¬ 
bination, prudently rcfolvcd to retire. The Nawaub Mujud A 1 
Dovvla and about 1000 horfe, accompanied him in his flight. 
They took the road to Agrah. On Mirza Shuflee’s departure, the 
king mounting an elephant proceeded dircdlly to the 
where he received the compliments of the nobility, and diflributed 
a large fum of money to the troops. His majefly then invefled the 
Prince jinvaun Bukt with the oflice of Ameer A 1 Omrah, and re¬ 
turned to the palace. But this triumph of the court was of very 
fliort duration, and the principal adlors in the late tranfadlion were 

* The principal rnofipic in the city of Dcllii. See Appendix i. 
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foon defined to experience a fad reverfe of fortune. Indeed every 
attempt of tn?s ill-fated monarch to emancipate himfelf from the 
redraints itnpofed by his rebellious fervants, feems only in the con- 
clufion to have rendered his fituation more wretched. 


Mirza Shiifice and his alfociate on quitting Delhi, determined to 
feek an afylum in the camp of his inveterate foes. But it mud: be 
recolledled that circumftanccs were now materially altered. He, 
like them, was a fugutive, and a fenfe of their common danger had 
moreover naturally reconciled the exiled chiefs to a combination of 
their mutual intereft. Mahomed Beg, Mirza Shulfce, and Afratiab 
Khan, having met in the neighbourhood of Muttra, after a mu¬ 
tual interchange of compliments, drew up a folcmn treaty to the 
following cfFcd:: i. An equal divifion was to be made of the lands, 
pofleffed by the late Nawaub Zulficar A 1 Dowla. 2. Mirza Shulfce 
Khan to be re-inflated in the pofl of prime niinifler, and to remain 
at Delhi. 3. In confideration of Afrallab Khan yielding up his 
claim to the chief dired:ion of affairs, he was to be left in joint au¬ 
thority with Mahomed Beg Khan, to rule in the Doo Ab and fouth 
wefl of the Jumna. The treaty was concluded by an uiKuiimous 
alfurancc of inflidling on their enemies the mofl exemplary punifli- 
ments. The united forces of thefe powerful chiefs then commencctl 
their march towards the capital. On the road they were joined by 
Pertaub Row of Maehcri. On reaching Fcreedabad, a town about 
twelve miles fouth of Delhi, the confederates encamped, and from 
Ircnce rcfolved to didate to the emperor their own terms. Agree¬ 
ably to this refolution, Mujud A 1 Dowla was difpatchcd to court. 
He was commiflioned in the name of the confederates to declare 
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to Shah-Aulum, their refolution to maintain their allegiance to his 
majclly, but at the fame time to Hate the necellity of reftoring to 
Mirza ShufFee Khan, that authority of which by the machinations 
of his enemies he had been fo unjuflly deprived. 


'I'he arrival of this ambaffador created the mod: alarming appre- 
henfions in the king’s mind. A council was all'embled on the oc- 
cahon, when Prince Juwaun Biikt fpiritedly propofed to oppofe 
the rebels by force. He obferved to his majedy with much judg¬ 
ment, that drould the rebels obtain their infolent demands, there 
was no reafonablc ground in future to hope that any rcfpc<d: would 
be paid to his majefty, but that the traitors, as the natural effedd of 
an eafy compliance, would not red; fatisfied without the complete 
degradation of the royal authority. The prince was fupported in 
his opinion by the whole council, and Mr. Pauly affirmed that his 
own force was of itfclf fufficient to overthrow' and difperfe the rebels. 
But the king with a pulillanimity totally unwortliy of him, which 
arofefrom a fear of fuffiiining infults diould lire rebels be liiccefsful, 
rejcdled the falutary advice of his fon, and commanded him in 
concert wdth Mr. Pauly to enter into an amicaihle agreement with the 
confederates. Many perfons at Delhi {cnipled not to affirm, tlrat 
the king on this occalion, was Iwaycd by the intrigues carrying on 
in the haiam. 'Phat the Princefs Khadejee Sultaun, the aunt of 
Mirza Shuffec, had perfuaded his majedy to pacific meafures. It is 
moll probable that to the latter caufe may be attributed his irrefolu- 
tion. Pauly and Lutafut therefore, were charged with the ncgoci- 
ation, and to give appearance of greater cordiality on the part of his 
majcfly, the Prince Juwaun Bukht was dircdled to accompany the 
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commiffioncrs to the rebel camp. Mean while a plan of which 
Afrafiab Khan is faid to have been the contriver, was agitated in the 
councils of the confederates. They agreed to the propofitions for 
peace, but, infligated by a revengeful fpirit, defeended to the perpe¬ 
tration of an atrocious adl. 


A general reconciliation of parties being agreed to, and properly 
ratified by the refpeeflive fignatnres, Prince Mirza Juwaun Bukhr, 
accompanied by Pauly and Lataiuc, left tlie city and proceeded to 
tlie confederate armies. Bi.it fcarcely had the devoted vidims entered 
tlie camp, w hen a party of hoifc, wiio had been placed in ambufi adc, 
fuddeiily iliuing frenn their concealment, attacked an.d difpcrfeil the 
follov\ers of tlic coi'niriii'iioners, feized and o\crpo\vcrcd tliul'e un¬ 
fortunate men, and by a bloody procefs flruck off the he.al of' Mr. 
I’auly, and deprived Lutalut of figiit. 'I'he ai;niy ol the nbcls t);en 
attacked the battalions of the commifhoners, whom as tlicy were 
totally unprepared for the treachery, were cafily overpowered. 'I’o 
the prince th.ey promifed implicit obedience, and fhortly after in his 
company entered the city in triumph. 

Shah-Aulum, thus reduced, was conflraincd to receive th.c rebels 
with apparent fatisfadion and marks of refped. Mirza Shuffee 
was re inflated in his authority, and the other chiefs were honoured 
with titles and dignities. 

P'rom the afcendancy thus acquired by Mirza Siiuflce, hati he 
purfued an upright concluft, tlierc was every profpecl of his authority 
being pcrntancnt. But it foon appeared that the late reconciliation of 
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the contending- chiefs -was temporary and infincere. The prime 
miniftcr, in order to rdlore tranquillity to the province of Agrah, 
which had fuliercd much by the tumults before mentioned, refolvcd 
to repair thither in perfon : he took with him the prince Sohmaun 
Shekoo. We may recoiled the llipulations made in the treaty of 
Agrah. the preceding ye.ir. Mahomed Beg Khan Hamduni, who 
deemed himfelf the principal indrument in the refforation of the 
miniiicr’s aur!)oi-iry, now c.dled on him for the performance of his 
agreement. He dem.inded his lharc of the lands of the late Zulficar 
A! Dow la. Mirz.i .Shu.dee, whether he thought his audiority too 
i'iimlv (:dnbliliK.d tt) be again lhaken, or jealous of ihvieled fway, 
iciuied compliance with the terms of the treaty. 

'Mahomed Beg Khan, juffly incenfed at tin;; breach of faith, gave 
vent to the natural ferocity of his difpohtion, and refolvcd to t.ike 
a levere revenge. It is probable, however, that th-. minilicr might 
have warded off the blow-, had he not by an act of equal folly and 
injufticc, burned the whole body of the Mogul nobility into atls of 
o]un hoffility. It will be netcikiry here to develope the caufes of 
fu.lden evolution which led to the cxtim'tion, not only of his au¬ 
thority, but his life. To an unbounded ambition, Mirza Sluiffcc 
unfbrliin.ilcly added an incxtingiiill.ablc avarice : actuated by that 
unworthy pafhon, lie in a fatal mon^ent determined to refume thofc 
land.s whuii h.ul been granted by the late Nujuff Khan as j^uedud 
for the nraintenar.ce of ihe troops of tire different Mogul lords. In 
lieu of thefe, he determined it fh.ould henceforth be difburfed by 
monthly payments from the royal treafury. His commands, when 
notified to the different chiefs, excited univcrfal murmurings and dif- 
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content. But Mirza Shuffee enforced obedience to his orders.— 
Fatal were the confequcnces which followed this rafli and impolitic 
meafure. The commanders, irritated at tlie iinvvortliy treatment, 
with juftice deemed their fervices merited a return far different; and 
under the impulfc of paflion, hurried thcmfclves into the commilfion 
of a crime of the blacked: dye. Afraiiab Klian, Mahomed Beg 
Khan, and other lords, entered into a confpiracy to affalbnate the 
minider; and bound thcmfclves, after the perpetration of the deed, 
to place Afrafiab Khan in the authority of the deceafed, and to rc- 
dore the Jaiedads. The more effcclually to conceal tlicir intentions, 
it was agreed to invite Mirza Shiiftec, who v\as by tins time ad¬ 
vanced towards Agrah, to an amicable conference, to reconcile and 
fettle their mutual difputcs. 

On the 23d of September of the current year, the two armies 
met, and encamped in the neighbourhood of Dcig. Though the 
confpiracy we have before related, had been planned with the utmod 
fecrecy and caution, it, by fome means or other, reached the ears 
of Mirza Shuffee’s friends : and previous to the intended interview, 
the prime minider was warned of the treacherous defigns of his 
enemies. . But Mirza Shuffee rejeded the information as a concerted 
falfehood; and totally rcgardlefs of pcrfonal fafety, accompanied 
by a few fol’owers, he proceeded on his vifit. The army of 
Mahomed Beg Khan was drawn out as if ready to receive and com¬ 
pliment the minider. Each of the chiefs was mounted on his ele¬ 
phant ; as the animal on which Mirza Shuffee rode approached the 
other, Mahomed Beg Khan, conformable to edablifhed ufage, rofe 
up, faluted, and embraced his rival; but in the performiince of 
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that adl, liavin;^- fcizcd hold of the minillcr’s right hand, which 
was the hgnal agreed on, Mirza Ifmaccl Beg, his nephew, who 
lat in the Khawals *\ plunged a dagger into the body of the devoted 
viitlini. He groaned, fell back, and expired. A defperatc ad;ion 
enfued bctucen tlie e.imics ; but at length Afrafiab Khan, exerting 
his influence, perfuaded (lie troops of the late rninifler to join the 
confederates, d'he body of Mirza Shuft'ee was taken up by his 
followers, and interred in the fort of Deig. 


Of thi:. event Afrafiab Khan having fent notification to Delhi, an 
anlvvcr was received’, exiireflivc of the king’s approbation of the 
deed. At the fame time a firmann arrived, which conftitilted Afra- 
fal) Ivha ', y'imecr A 1 Omrah, and moreover gave permiffion tea 
appro’priatc to his own ufc the effedls of the late minifter. Finally, 
Afratiah Khan and prince Solymaun Shekoo were ordered to repair 
to the capital with all pofTible expedition. 


The iniiifFercncc wdth %\hich this important trull: w'as conferred 
upon Afrafiab, creates a fufpicion that the fate vvliich had befallen 
Mirza ShufTee was not difagrccablc to his majefiy. A generous 
mind, on this furmife, deplores the humiliating lituation of a def- 
cendant of Timoor, fandlioning a< 5 ts difgraccfiil to humanity, and 
fubverfivc of the principles of moral and focial order. 

When Mirza ShufFec was afi'aflinated, his brother, Zein A 1 Ahii- 

* The Khawafs is the back feat on an elepliant, in which a perfon is ufiially placed 
with a Cl’nvn, or fan. At court, and ainongft the nobility, it is deemed the liighcft 
honour to be placed there. 


o 
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deen Khan, was governor of Meerut. The king, tenacious of the 
power which he derived from that fituation, determined upon his 
removal. A mandate was accordingly iffued for that nobleman’s 
appearance at court. He was received with refpedl. Shah-Aulum, 
after condoling with him on the death of his brother, intimated to 
him the neceliity there was to refign his government. Zein A 1 
Abudeen, who was a man of impatient temper, in fecret burnt with 
indignation at this unworthy treatment; at the time, however, he 
faid nothing; but on retiring from the b.all of audience, he repaireel 
to his own palace, whence he privately departed. Senlible that tluh 
condueft would enrage the king, he haffened to Meerut; and deter¬ 
mined to re/iff the royal authority, he there colledcd around him his 
friends and dependants. 


Intelligence of this dcfcdlion reaching Afrafiab Khan,' he alTcm- 
bled the army, led it to Meerut, and invefted the town. He had 
determined to have punilhed the rebel in the mofl: exemplary man¬ 
ner; but this determination was overruled by the advice of his 
confidential officers. '^I'hcy reprefented that his power in the hate 
was as yet infirm, and it therefore became him firfl to m;ike o\er- 
turcs for negotiation, to which, in all probability, Zein A 1 Abudeen 
would afient. Nor were they deceived in their conjedurcs. Inti¬ 
mation being given, a treaty was fet on foot; and Zein A 1 Abudeen 
confenting to fubmit to his majehy’s clemency, was pardoned. He 
was received at court with honour, and a ftipend out of the royal 
treafury wars allotted for his fupport. 


The prime miniher returning to Delhi, was received with great 
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diftindlion. IL anfwcrcJ Sliah-Auhim with protcflations of per¬ 
petual attachment; and as proof, prefented his niajcfty with an 
offering of three lacks of rupees, and fomc valuable Perfian horfes. 


Cuttub A 1 Dow la was now fent to command in Meerut; and 
Kujuft' Cooli Khan, fon-in-law to the late minifler, who had till 
now refided at Meerut, was diretflcd to remain at court. 


In the beginning of 1784, Major Browm, who had been com- 
mifhoned on a deputation to the king by the fupreme council of 
Calcutta, arrived at the capital. The Major was received wdth high 
ref})ec);; and in behalf of the Britifli government, prefented Shall- 
Aulum a handfome paiflicufh. 

The arrival of this deputation excited various emotions in the 
minds of the Dclhians ; fome were of opinion that the period was 
at hand when Shah-Aulum would return to the protedlion of his 
oldelf and, in truth, his beft friends, the Englifli: others again 
conjedfured that the intent of the embaffy was, to arrange with the 
minifler the concerns of the royal family. Thcfc, during the late 
commotions, had arifen to a height which was truly diflrefsful. 
But the real caufe of Major Brown’s arrival * was in confequcncc 
of orders he had received from his go^'ernmcnt, not to decline any 
overture that might be made for affording a military aid to the royal 
caufe. The Seiks had for feveral years back, by their predatory 
incurfions into Doo Ab and Rohilcund, excited alarm in the go- 


• See the proceedings of parliament on the trial of Mr. Haftings. 
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Afloniflied at the king’s abrupt departure, Afrafiab Khan, in 
hillcn filetife, retired to his own palace. Giving loofe to his refent- 
ment, he there determined on a mcafurc equally violent and unjufl:. 
At the conference abov'e mentioned, the .\uwaub Mujud A 1 Dowla 
had been prefent. That nobleman having endeavoured to difl'uatlc 
the king from his intended expedition to Agrah, the ollicious remark 
pafled not unnoticed by the haughty fpirit of Afraliab. He now 
directed NujufF Cooli Khan, his dependant, to lead a party of guards 
to the palace of Mujud A 1 Dowla, and feize his perlon. His or¬ 
ders were obeyed with alacrity, and the unfortunate man again lound 
himfelf in the courfc of a few lliort hours reduced from alfiuence 


and command to penury and a prifon. His property was fenzed, 
and converted to the minifler’s ufe. Mujud A 1 Dowla was after¬ 
wards confined in the fort of Agrah, where he died in 17S8 ; not 
much regretted, except by Shah-Aulum, whofe confidence he had 
fo frequently abufed by the commiflion of opprefTivc adls upon his 
fubjedls. He was an intriguing artful courtier, avaricious, and in- 
folent. Shah-Aulum, when informed of this outrage, w^as filled 
with the deepeft indignation. He refolvcd therefore, at all events, 
to throw himfelf into the hands of the Marhattas; and by a foreign 
aid, to relieve himfelf from the infupportable infults daily offered 
him by his own fubjedls. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Rife and Progrefs (f M d n a j e e Si n d i a h , Ruler of M a l w a 11, 
from the Pfablifhmc/it of his Family in that Province until his 
Jntcrjcrcncc in the Politics of the Court of Delhi —Intrigues 
oj Aerasiab Khan —His Death and Churatler —Sindiaii 
1,' made Prime Minijler. 

FROM the preceding fcencs of party violence, the reader will 
with plcaiurc follow hiftory through the more edifying detail of 
geographical information. We fhall proceed, therefore, to take a 
retrol'pcCii\e view of the Malwah province, in its fludluating Hate 
under a facciflion of rulers. But the confiderable influence acquired 
by Madhai',e Sindiah in the politics of Hindoflaun, previoufly de¬ 
mands attention to the rife and progreflive fortune of this extraor¬ 
dinary man. 

Madhajee Sindiah Putted Bahadur was defeended from a Rajpoot 
family. His father, Ranojee Sindiah, was an officer in the fervice 
of Bajerow, who, in the latter end of the reign of Rajah Sahoo, 
was Paifliwah of the Marhatta Hate. The fupinenefs and effemi¬ 
nacy of the court of Dc\hi, aiul the diflraded Hate of the empiie 
toward the clofe of the reign of Mahmud Shah, rendered cafy the 
fubjugation of the Malwah province. On that expedition Ranojee 
Sindiah accompanied the Paifliwah. d'hc ferviccs and ability dif- 
I 
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pLiyed by Ranojee during the campaign, were rewarded with the 
management of the province, which was confirmed in jaghecr to his 
defeendants by Rajah Sahoo. Ranojee had four fons : Appagee, 
Tagee, T ookagec, and Sindiah, Appagee was flain in a civil broil 
in the Jynaghur province; Tookagee and Tagee pcriflicd in the 
memorable battle of Panniput in 1762. 

Sindiah, in that adlion, though only fevciitecn years of age, dif- 
plavcd a genius and fpirit which well foictold his future greatnefs: 
being defpcratcly wounded, and unable to follo.w tlic route of the 
lew furvivors of the Marhatta army, he was fcc ielly taken care of 
in the camp of the Abdallee. Recovered fiom his VvOiinds, he was 
privately removed from this afyluni, and by his protestors conveyed 
into Deccan. He then alluined tlie government of his patrimonial 
cfiatc of Ougein. From his intenfe application to Iniiinefs, aided 
by the endowments of a vigorous mind, lie foon acquired confidera- 
ble influence in the Marhatta llatc ; and was early coniidcred as one 
of the principal Jaghecr Dars. In 1770, he accompanied Holkar 
and Beefajee into Hindoflaun, where his acdiions have been rccordctl 
in the preceding pages, 

Malwah*, the greater part of which is the inheritance of the Sin¬ 
diah family, is in length two hundred and forty-five cofs, in breadth 
two hundred and thirty. On the north it is'bounded by the Agimcre 
Soobah ; on the fouth by Baglanah j on the call: by part of Agrah 

* For the following detail of the Malw'ah province, the author is hapj/V to confefs 
his obligations to Major Charles Reynolds, furveyor general on the Bombay eftablifh- 
nient, who turnifhed him with the materials collcdfcd by himfelf on the fpot. 
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and Allahabad ; and on the weft hy Guzerat. The principal rivers 
that flow through this fertile and extenflve tract, are the Chunabul, 
the Sind, and the Nerbuddah : but it is watered by many other 
fnialler itreams. I'hough higher than the reft of Hindoftaiin, tl;e 
lanil of Malwah is in general fertile; in it are reared uuineroiis 
herds of cattle; and it abounds in opium, indigo, anti* tobacco.— 
In former times the revenues were computed at four millions fteiling : 
this, of late years, however, has been much reduced ; and even 
Sindiah, in his collections, can realize only a million. 

The Patan princes of the race of Khuljee having conquered that 
province from the Hindoos, fixed their feat of government at 
Mando’*^. It was during the long and glorious reign of the renowned 
Akbar, that Malwah was gradually alienated from the Patans.— 
Having annexed it to his empire, it remained in his family until the 
clofe of the reign of Mahmud Shah. 

The Zemindars and foldicrs of fortune here, as in other parts of 
the empire, during this turbulent period, divided arnongft them the 
different provinces. Out of thefe arofe fevcral independant flates; 
thtflb-'ftatcs encroaching upon the imperial authority, by degrees 
threw off all but a nominal allegiance to the houfe of Timoor.— 
Hence, the authority of the Soobah became frequently circumferihed 
to the environs of that city, winch he chofe for his refidence. The 
Rajah of Chundecly, defeended from the ancient princes of the 
country, feized on the north-eaff parts; the fouthern were occupied 

* A large city, fifty miles diflant from Ougein. 
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by the Keeches. To the weft ward the petty Zemindars of Anniint- 
warah and Sooudimah aftlimcd the ilile of independant prinecsj and 
in the centre of the province was eroded the nabobftrip of Bopaul. 

Whilft thefe rebels were bidding tlchancc to the royal authority, 
a new and more formidable enemy, the Marhattub, foon dellroycd 
the hopes of thofc petty fovcrcigns, and made thcn!lel\es mailers 
of the \\ holc province. At this period, Kullich Khan, the famous 
Nizam A 1 Mooluk, was governor of Deccan. He alfo, difguflcd at 
the levity ^\hieh ftigmatized the councils of the court of Delhi, rc- 
folvcd to render himfelf independant. To avert, however, the ven¬ 
geance of the royal arms, he fecretly invited the Marhattas to an inva- 
fton of the Mahvah province. Delighting in predatory warfare, the 
propofal was received with avidity. The immenfe Maihatta hoft was 
commanded by Bajerow; Rajah Gheerdir direded the imperial 
forces. Defperatc was the battle which loon enfued ; but vidory 
declaring for the invaders, with incredible rapidity they overran butli 
Mahvah and the rich province of Guzeiat ; and their vidonous 
arms were afterwards carried to the confines of Beianuh and Agi- 
mcre. 

The petty fovcrcigns who had alTuined indcpcndancy, in confer 
quence, obliged to yield up the beft part of their poflcfhons, were 
reduced to the payment of an annual tribute; but the Nabob of Bo¬ 
paul and a few other Rajahs r\cre ftill pcrmittctl to retain a jiart of 
their territories, and to cxcrcife over them an authority fubordinate 
to the eontroul of the Maihatta government. 
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Malvvah was then divided into three fliares: the firfl was allotted 
to Bajerow ; the fecond to the Marhatta prince, Rajah Sahoo ; tlie 
third to the family of Midhai* Molkar. Sindiah, as we have feen, 
inherited that part of the province bellowed on his father by Baje¬ 
row. But by a train of fuccefsfid operations, he was enabled to 
appropriate to himfelf a conliderable portion of the Circar lands, 
.'rookajee llolkar, who inherits tlic third divifion of the Maluah 
province, lince his accellion has relided at Indore, a city thirty miles 
dillanl from Ougein. 

Ougein, the modern capital of Malwah, is fituated on the calleni 
bank of the Siprcc river, in lat. 23. 12. N. and long. ']c,. 48. \\b 
7 'iie city is, from its antiquity, of conliderable note in the empire. 
The monuments w hich it exhibits of the piety and fuperflition of 
its Hir.doo fovereigns, arc flill regarded with veneration; nor have 
the Ikit.iu emperors contributed lefs to its embellilhment. Among 
a variety of grand and venerable ruins, travellers mention with ap- 
plaufe an edifice creifted by Nallir A 1 Dcen Kbuljce in the ninth 
century of the Mahomedan aera. About one mile and a half eafl 
of the city is a large gloomy building of an oiflangular form, and 
the whole of the materials ol Hone. Its foundation is an artificial 
ifland, w hich is formed by a deviation of (he Ateflcrn channel of the 
flream in the bed of the Sipprce, and i.-- connebled with the oppofite 
bank by a flone bridge of fixteen arches. The building confifls of 
a variety of fpacious chambers, conllrucfcd upon a level with the 
water: throughout thefe, by means of refervoirs, the water is con¬ 
veyed in different channels, and hence, by artificial calcadcs, dil- 
charges itfelf into the bippree in pkafing murmur.s. T'hc .ajrart- 


R 2 



HISTORY OF 


124 

merits in this delightful retreat are cool and falubrious. To each 
recefs are fallened rings of iron for the purpofc of attaching purdahs, 
or llcreens made of the aromatic root called Khufs. Tliefc, \v hen fprin- 
klcd with water from without, not only give an agreeable coolnefs to 
the entering air, but entirely exclude the inclemency of the fultry fea- 
fon. We have before remarked that, among perfons of diflindtion, 
this luxury is common throughout Hindoftaun. Into thefe watery 
abodes, w’hen defirous of repofe, and fatigued with the toils of 
Rate, the princes of the houfe of Khuljee were accullomed to retire. 
During the periodical rains, the lower parts of this building arc en¬ 
tirely overflowed, and an amazing force of w’ater ads againR it: 
but fo great were the pains bellowed on its credion, and the mate¬ 
rials of fucli wonderful folidity, that after a lapfe of three centuries 
it remains entire, and flill continues to attrad the admiration of the 
fpedator.—We refume, after this digrelhon, the thread of our nar¬ 
ration. 

Sindiah, on his return from Hindoflaun in 1774, employed his 
utniull exertions to extend his influence, and enlarge his patrimonial 
tenitory. Bold and afpiring in his views, he purfued the plans of 
his future aggrandifement with ardor and unremitting pcrfeverance. 
He had greatly increafed his revenues, and rendered his country 
highly flourifliing, when fix years afterwards was formed the grand 
Marhatta confederacy. Joining w'ith that league, he became a prin¬ 
cipal ador in the feene, in which it was vainly hoped to have over¬ 
thrown the Britifli empire in the Fall. It was, however, happily 
diflblvcd, and the feheme rendered abortive, by the prompitude and 
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vigor of the Britifli councils, aided by the brilliant afccndancy ac¬ 
quired by Britilh arms under the aufpices of Cootc ajid Goddard. 

Sindiah, who during that memorable conteft had exhibited the 
coiidiK!! of an adlive and able leader, on its conclufion, turned his 
arms againfl: Gohud In 1782, at the head of a numerous and 
well-appointed army, he entered that province for a fecond time, 
and with a fairer profpcdl of fuccefs than in his former expedition. 

The reigning prince. Rajah Chutter Sing, fearful of the ilfue, 
endeavoured, by loliciting an alliance with the Britifli government, 
to avert the impending dorm. Accordingly, by his ambaffador at 
Calcutta, in rccompence for an interference of the Englifli in his 
behalf, he promifed an annual Nuzeranah of four lacks of rupees. 
It docs not however appear that fuch an alliance was, at the prefent 
jundlure, deemed acceptable to the Supreme Government of Bengal. 
Although Sindiah’s extenfive views of conqued, and the notoriety 
of his ambition, were to the council objedls oi ludicient magnitude 
to excite alarm, dill the fidelity which that prince had invariably 
obferved in his (ranfattions with the Britilh nation, his iiprightuefs, 
and, above all, his faithful and deady adherence to treaties, had im- 
prclfed the minds of government with fentiments highly favourable 
toward him. 

The alliance with the Ranab was, therefore, rejedted : but it was 
deemed eligible by the coimcd to endeavour effeding an amicable 

* A province fituatcd about fixty coles weft of Agrah, and originally ruled by Raj - 
j)OOt princes. 
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,compromife betwixt the contending; parties. Confonant to (ids ic- 
folvc, Mr. David Anderfon*, the Britilh anibafl'ador at Sindial;’‘' 
Duibar, was diretled to afeertain his fentiincnts in regard to the no;- 
poied mediation. But Sindiah, cither in coidi.quencc of rejK’atc J 
breaches of faith on the part of Chutter Sing, was animated with a 
i'giiit of perfonal refentinent againll liint; or, impelled by a ilclirc 
long entertained of extending his dondnions, deelined (lie prolfercd 
interference. After a defultory warfare of two years, th.c redueiion 
of Oohud was finally cffecfcd ; and, on the 24th of Nov. 17S4, 
Rajah Chutter Sing furrendered hinrfclf to his opix)nent. 


Sindiah having thus acquired the province of Goliud, now direc¬ 
ted his whole attention to the affairs of Delhi. During the tranliic- 
tions before mentioned, he had maintained a correfpondence w ith 
iMirza ShufieeKhan. That nobleman entering into Ins views, had 
promifed him his entire affiffince and fupport in its execution. But 
on his arrival on the north of the Chumbul wdth an army of thirty 
thoufand men, Sindiah heard of the death of his affociate. Deem¬ 
ing the opportunity for which he had fo long and fo anxioufly 
fought, now arrived, he, from his prefent Ration, difpatched letters 
to the court of Delhi, In thefe, after declaring his intentions of 
reRoring the royal family to its former fplcndour, he made a requcfl: 
to Shah-Aulum to remove with his court to Agrahj at w hich place, 


* To the zealous and faithful exertions of this gentleman, as well as thofc of his 
brother, Mr. James Anderfon, who fucceeded him, may be chiefly aferibed tlie con¬ 
ciliatory condii6t of the Marhatta government, at a momentous and intcrefiing jjcriod, 
in entering into an alliance which has hitherto been preferved with fidelity on their part, 
bee the reports of the felcdf committee on the fccond Marhatta war. 
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the Murhatta chief informed his majefty, he would, to the fatisfac- 
tion of all parties, arrange and fettle the affairs of the empire. 


Afrafiab Khan, on receipt of thefe letters, laid them before the 
king, and urged his majeliy to an immediate compliance with the 
contents. Shah-Aulum, who for a long time pofTefTeci neither in¬ 
fluence nor authority, affented to the propofal, and the royal tents 
were ordered to be got ready. The prime miniffer, after nomina¬ 
ting NiijufF Cooli Khan to the government of the fort and city of 
Delhi, pitched his camp without the walls. On ih.c enfuing day, 
the army took the route to Agrah. 


The high ^itch of authority to which the miniffer had aiifen, 
rave him entire controul in the flate ; and whilll his order of march 
in this expedition was marked with the moll luxurious extravagance, 
inconvenience and diffrefs attended the family of his fovereign.— 
On the march, the prime miniffer received letters from tire vi'/ir and 
the Britilh governor general *. Adluatcil by the impull'e of a liberal 
mind, thole powers, on the prefent occalion, urged in the moii prei- 
fing terms the rcleaft of the Nuwaub Mujud A 1 Dov\'la; and re¬ 
commended to the miniller a dilTcrcnt treatment to his itnliajipy 
fovereign. But the unrelenting fpirit of Afraliab was not to be iof- 
tened ; intrciities or threats were to him alike indifferent. Mujud 
A 1 Dowla WdS oidcrcd into a clofer eonfmement; and Afr.itiab 
K han, leading the emperor in triumph, encamped under the w;dls of 
Agrah. 


* Mr. Haftings, 
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Mahomed Bog Khan Hamdani had taken a Jflrong portion about 
forty miles from that place, and the Maihatta prince was now ad- 
^anced to Futty Pore. 


Such was the fituation of the contending parties, when Sindiah 
opened a negociation with Mahomed Beg. Anxious to acquire a 
thorough knowledge of the fentiments of the Mogul nobility, and 
to learn the extent of their different views and cxpcClations, Sindiah 
proceeded in a manner cautious and circumfpccd : as a prcliminar). 
flep, he called on Mahom.ed Beg to exculpate himfclt from the 
charge of murder. In extenuation of his crime, that nobleman 
threw the odium of the tranfadfion upon the prime minillcr, Hc 
had alledgcd, and truly, that Afrafiab Khan had no|^ only infligated 
him to the deed, but bound himfelf by the mofl folcm.n tics to fup- 
port him in it when executed. Regarding himfelf, Mahomed Beg 
profelfed a ready obedience to the commands of the Marhatta, and 
that if he would fo far interfere as to procure the king’s pardon, he 
would henceforth attach himfelf to his fortunes. Meanwhile he 
declared his intention of remaining quiet in his prefent politiori.— 
To thefc inlinuations, Sindiah in reply declared that, fatisfied with 
fuch a declaration, Mahomed Beg might rely on his interference in 
procuring the pardon required. Whilfl the above negociation was 
pending, Afrafiab Khan beheld the motions of Sindiah with a 
watchful and jealous eye: fufpc6ting an acceflior' of influeiue from 
the fubmiffion of Mahomed Beg, he prepared to dreumvent it by a 
counter treaty. But thefe defigns were fruflrated by an accident 
which at once put a period to his ambition and his life. 


I 
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To relate with precifion the particulars of this event, we muft 
recur to the lituation of Zein A 1 Abudeen. That nobleman, the 
reader will recollect to have been forgiven; but Afrafiab well know¬ 
ing his difpofition, would not be cafy while he remained at liberty; 
on this account he had hitherto been detained in, what by the natives 
of Hindoftaun was deemed, an honourable confinement. ’ Upon the 
firfi letters, however, that pafifed between Afrafiab Khan and Sin- 
diah, at the particular requeft of the latter, Zein A 1 Abudeen was 
releafed. He appeared in the camp, but refolvcd to be avenged of 
his brother’s death. An occafion foon offered. In the month of 


November, an interview took place in the vicinity of Futty Pore 
between Sindiah and Afrafiab Khan. After the ufual interchange of 
civilities, Sindiah returned to his own camp. Rajah Himmut Behadur 
and feveral other officers of the army having likewife taken leave, 
there remained in the tent Zein A 1 Abudeen and Afrafiab Khan. 


Zein A 1 Abudeen, whofc plan was already formed, now entered 
into converfation with the minifier. In terms apparently cordial, 
and in the moll: refpedful manner, he propofed to him for the future 
to live upon a more amicable footing; exprefl'cd his wifli that all 
former differences fiiould be forgotten, and urged the necelfity of 
henceforth confolidating their mutual interefts. 

Sufpended at the unexpcdlcdncfs of this addrefs, Afrafiab Khan 
remained for a time abforbed in filencc. But about to have replied, 
Zein A 1 Abudeen*, with fury in his countenance, rofc from his feat, 
a fignal, upon which Maddoo Beg came up, and plunged his dagger 
* MS. Narrative of Syud Rezzi Khan. 


S 
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into the breafl of the devoted miniftcr. He expired on the fpot.— 
A violent tumult enfuing, fcvcral perfons w ere llain : but Zein A 1 
Abudeen having effedlcd bis cfcape, foiipht ajjd iound protetlion in 
the camp of Sindiah. 

Thus pe’rilhed Afrafiab Kiian, a man of turbulent difpofition and 
impetuous manners; but with great pci (onal bravery, he polTcficd 
abilities for war. Zulficar A 1 Dowla having adopted him into his 
family, trained him to arms. ConlidcrabL were the fervices whitdi 
he rendered the Rate, whillb under tlic guidance of his patron ; de¬ 
prived of his falutary counfeJs, the pallions o.t Afrafiab, always 
uncontroulable, liurried him into meafures the mofi: bold and fan- 
guinary. Tbe caufe of his ruin may be traced to his unguardednefs 
in permitting Zein A 1 Abudeen to recover his liberty. In that in- 
ftance circumfpe£t, he might perhaps have terminated bis career 
happily. 

The condud: of the Marhatta chief in countenancing Zein Al 
Abudeen after the perpetration of fo foul a crime, calls loudly foi 
the feverefi; reprehenfion; it is a flrong prelumptivc proof that he 
was accelTary to the deed. In recording the tranfadions of a w ii ktd 
and diffipated court, the impartiality of hiflory demands the firidieff 
ferutiny; whilfl the multiplied aflafhnations which, in later times, 
have clifgraced the politics of Delhi, in a refleding and fufceptiblt 
mind, mufi: excite horror. 

When the tumult occafioned by Afrafiab Khan’s death hat) fub- 
fided in the camp, Himmut Behadur and the Mogul ofliccrs, as if 
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by preconcerted agreement, repaired to tlie tenth ot the Marhatta 
cliicf. After complimeniing him on the death of his rival, they 
afiiirctl him of their unanimous fupport in his adminillratiou ot 
affairs: they doubted not hut his majefty \\v>uld confer on him the 
oJla'c of Ameer AI Omrah, for which he ua;, ih eminently qualified, 
ddie/t' afliirances Sindiah leceived with real fatisfacfion; anel the two 


aimics Iiaving joined, he led tiie united forces to Agrah. We muff 
now for a while turn afide to the fituation of the king, who, during 
die late negociations, had remained in the fort of Agrah. 


'The Nuwaiih Mujnd Al Uowla, who, as before remarked, was 
confined by order of the late miniffer, hearing of his rival’s death, 
perfuaded the Killadar of Meerut to connive at his efcape. This 
being iffetded, he, in company with Cuttub Al Dowla, vifited the 
king. Shah-Aulum received him with kindnefs, and diredfed him 
to remain near the prefence. This would in all probability have 
led to an immediate return of his honours and employments, had 
not his enemy, Shuja Dil Khan, governor of Agrah, in conjundlion 
with Rajah Daieram, endeavoured to imprefs the king’s mind with 
fufpicions of his fidelity. But their malice failed of effedl j for 
the king, convinced that there was no rcalon to fufpedl Mujiid Al 
Dowla of any difloyal intentions, heard their remonftrances wdth 
difguff, and commanded them to defift. 

But the infolent manner in which they had urged their demands, 
convinced Shah-Aulum that he w'as entirely in their power; and 
having little to hope for any refpedl from them in future, he refolvcd 
to quit Agrah alte^gethcr. The arriAal of Sindiali would, he hoped 
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and expeded, fpeedily afford him the means of punifliing their pre- 
fumption. But in order to leave no room for thofe noblemen to 
fufped his intentions, he ordered the greater part of his family to 
remain behind j then taking Mujud A 1 Dowla along with him, his 
houfehold troops efcorted him to Delhi. 


Mahomed Beg Khan, to whofe fituation we mufl now recur, re¬ 
mained, during the late tranfadions, in his entrenched camp. Sin- 
diah, on Afrafiab’s death, wrote to Mahomed Beg to repair to 
Agrah. A conference enfucd, and a penfion of 16,000 rupees per 
month was allotted for his fupport out of the revenues of Shekooa- 
bad. A few days after, Sindiah, with his ufual policy, refolved to 
employ the abilities of his newly-acquired dependant on a diftant 
expedition. By removing Mahomed Beg from the fcenc of adion 
in Hindoftaun, he effedually prevented any cabals for counterading 
his own defigns; and the probability of his being taken off while 
employed on adive fervicc was an additional motive in the mind of 
this politic chief. He therefore requcflcd of Mahomed Beg to 
proceed to the conqueft of Rhago Ghur, a ftrong fortrefs in Deccan, 
and bordering upon Sindiah’s patrimonial eftate. The country of 
Keetchwara, in which the before-mentioned fortrefs is fituated, was 
then in a Rate of adual rebellion; and to Mahomed Beg was com¬ 
mitted the double charge of reducing it under obedience to Sindiah, 
and the fubfequent management of the diftrids. Having made the 
neceffary preparations for his departure, Mahomed Beg Khan, ac¬ 
companied by 5000 men, proceeded on his expediton to Rhago 
Ghur. 2 ' 
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The greater part of the Mogul nobility having by this time de¬ 
clared for Sindiah, he now repaired with confidence to the capital. 
His expectations were fully anfwered; for, whether Shah-Aulum, 
difgufied at the thraldom in which he had been held fince the death 
of Nujuff Khan, expcdlcd by a change in the government to ex¬ 
perience fome repofc, or whether he, on this occafion, made a virtue 
of neceflity, has not been clearly afeertained. To Sindiah, however, 
the event proved highly fiivourable. In the month of January, the 
Marhatta chief entered Delhi. He was received by the king with 
every demonftration of fatisfaClion, and treated with diftinguilhed 
honour. In full Durbar, his majefty invefted him with the office of 
Ameer A 1 Omrah ; and as an additional mark of favour, ordered a 
patent to be made out for the Paifhwah of the Poonah Durbar, 
(under whofe authority Sindiah profeffed to adl) confiituting him 
Vakeel Mutluck*, or Abfolute Diredor General of the affairs of the 
Empire, with the Neabut of that office to Sindiah himfclf. On re¬ 
ceiving his honorary drefs, the new minifter prefented an offering of 
five lacks of rupees, and retired from the prefence. 


* The office of Vakeel Mutluck in Hindoftaun is paramount almoft to fovercign 
autliority, inafmuci) as it empowers the perfon holding tliat office to raife troops at plea- 
furc. It may appear remarkable that the Pailhwah, M'ho is the head of the Marhatta 
empire, fliould deem it any aequifition to his authority to receive an office from what 
he confidcred as coming from a nominal emperor of Hindoftaun : yet it ffiould be re- 
memhered, that however vreak and impotent the prefent defeendant of Timoor is ef- 
tcemed, it (fill continues, and ever will continue, a dcfirable objeft among the native 
powers to make ufe of his name towards completing their own aggrandifement. 
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CHAP. IX. 

Occurrences at Court—JVar agahijl ^'cscowv.-^jntrigucs of the M(;- 
GUL Nobility — Sindiah is defeated—Retires acrofs //vChum- 
CUL —Intrigues of Gwo'Ltwiyi Cadir Khan— Aecouni of Yist- 
GUM SoMROO — Gholaum Cadir Kiian hefeges the Palace — 
lie is repufed and pardoned-^Priru'e MiRz a J r wAi 'n UuKiri 
—Review of his Life—Death and Chitrailer. 

DURING the late violent commotions, the provinces had lallen 
into dif’order and decay. Their reftoration was the firfl objec^t to 
which the attention of the new minifter was dircdled. The oiilce 
of Devvaun, or fuperintendant of the revenues, had long been under 
the management of Daieram. His eondudt of late had, in many 
inflanccs, been highly reprchenfiblc; but his behaviour towards the 
king at Agrah, determined Sindiah to remove him from ollice. 'Fhe 
Dewanlliip was accordingly behowed on Naraien Dafs, a perl’on ot 
capacity, and a fkilful financier. Remaining a fliort time at Delhi, 
during which he difpofed of fcveral offices and employments, 
Sindiah affcmbled the army for the reduction of Agrah. 

The commencement of the current year was marked by the de¬ 
parture of the Britifh governor general from India. In quitting this 
important truft, Mr. Haftings had the fatisfadlion to perceive liim- 
felf followed by the unanimous good wifiies of the princes of Hin- 
deffiaun, and the prayers of the natives. On the prefent occalion. 
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flic king, the vizier of the empire, the nazim of Deccan and the 
court of Poonah, all fent letters to Calcutta; in thofe wereexprefled 
their regret for the governor’s departure, and contained moreover 
moff ample teffimonics of the higli opinion they entertained of his 
abilities, integrity, and good faith 


On the arrival of the army before Agrah, Sindiali fiimmoncd the 
governor to furrender the fort. He declared alfo, that by a rcfillancc 
to the royal authority, the governor could have no hope for pardon. 
Treating the fummons with contempt, Shujah Dil K.han prepared 
for a vigorous rdilfa;’ee. Sindiah commencing his approaches, two 
batteries were foon ojicned, and began to play upon the fort with 
I onhderable efledt. Part of the curtain was throwai down, and 
i( "vcral guns within difmounted. The governor in the mean time 
was tiot idle. He repaired the breaches with inccd'ant aflivity, and 
by his own fpirited behaviour animated the gairifon. A month had 
ei.spied when Shujah Dil Khan, forefeeing the ultimate reduction of 
the place, endeavoured, by an adt of airumcd refpedt, to mollify Sh.ah- 
Auhim. 'riiat part of tlic royal family who, as before fecn, rc- 
nia.inetl in the icat of Agrah, w'crc now liberated, aiul lent with 
an eicort to Dclld, which they reached without molefiation. 


■* 'i iiiic-, which removes liie veil from tlic intrigues of policy, has ce ineed, that the 
idea.s cnteit,lined hy the natives of India, of that ilhiflrious character, w< re jufl. His 
eoantrs'inen have licheld with a f.itisfadlion, almofl univcrfal, tlie h.ooi urahlc award of a 
hmitlr Senate ;-an award no Icfs honourable to the character of Mr. llaftings, than 
grateful to his mind, harrafTed by the degrading circumftanccs attendant on a profecution, 
whieh is without parallel in the annals of mankind. 
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Sindiah perceived that the fiege advanced but flowly ; he hoped 
therefore, that by opening a negotiation with fome leading men 
among the befieged, to gain them over to hi'> i iterefts. The event 
anfwered his wifhes. The Cutwal and fevcral other officers having 
been bribed by a large fum of monc)rand a promt fe of perfonal fecu- 
rity, agreed to deliver up one of the gates of the fort. On a pre¬ 
concerted fignal, a feledl body of troops prefenting themfelves, 
were admitted by the treacherous Cutwal, and, before the governor 
or his affociate Daieram could receive information, were overpowered 
and taken prifoners. They were immediately put into clofe con¬ 
finement, and fent off to the camp. Sindiah, when poileficd of 
the fort, by not permitting it to be plundered, adled with becom¬ 
ing policy ; he, however, exadled confiderable fums from the moft 
wealthy inhabitants, which he difiributed as a largefs to the army. 
Of the whole of the pofTelfions of the late Afrafiab Khan there 
now rmained only Ali Ghur. That fort is lituated in the upper part 
of the Doo Ab. It had been fortified with great care, and in it 
were depofited the family and treafures of the dcceafed Nuwaub. 
Jahaungire Khan, his brother, commanded in Ali Ghur. He had a 
ftrong garrifon, and the fiege was expcdled to be long and bloody. 
Early in the month of July of the current year Sindiah appeared be¬ 
fore the place, Contrary, however, to all expectation, it held out 
but a flaort time. It has been imagined that the fears of the women, 
for the prefervation of their honour and cfTeCts, had inclined the 
Killadar to pacific mcafures. Certain it is that Jehaungire Khan, fig- 
nifying his readinefs to negotiate, a treaty was accordingly drawn 
up, and agreed to by the refpeCtive parties. To Khadim HolTecn 
Khan, cldeft fon of the dcceafed Nuwaub, a jaghirc was allotted. 
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amounting to a yearly revenue of a lack and a half of rupees. To 
the Begunts were promifed an honourable afyJum, and to Jchangiic 
khan perlonal lafefy. It appears, however, that this treaty w'as 
very ill adl'.crcd to by the Marh:Uta Chief ; for on the place being 
fuiivnilcicil, fl'.e Eegun)!, and Jehangirc khan w'crc fent under a 
flrong guard to tlic fort ol Cu;d;<jr, and there detained ill confine¬ 
ment. The young Nuwauh, imleed, was received by Sindiah with 
great attention, and dircdled to remain iit the royal camp. Siniliah 
then totde pollefhvjn of the ii,;rt, and with it the whole of tltc trea- 
furcs of Alraiiab Klian, amounting, as it has been affirmed, in 
ipccie, jewelb, and valuable articles, to a crorc of rupee:-,. 

The fall of Ali Ghur cflablinicd the minhler’s authority on a 
firm and folid bafis. Having before reduced under obedience the 
greater part of the Doo Ab and the countries fouth-weff of the 
fumna, he now' found himfclf.mafdcr of the w hide of the poffef- 
fions of the late Zulficar A 1 Dowlah, with an acquifition of revenue 
of two cre^rc of n.pccs. 

Intelligence of thcfe important fliccefi'es reaching Delhi, Shah- 
Aulum demonllrated his fatisfadlion by fignal marks of favour. 
Thefc were conveyed to the prime miniflcr in three hundred fuperb 
Khilluts, to he diflrihuted by him to tlie oilieers of the army. Nor 
was Sindiah Icfs liberal in his return. Twelve lacks of rupees wa re 
allotted for tiic fupport of the king’s houfehold ; and he moreover 
fent rich preients to court. 

.\hout this time the prince Juwaun Bukht, the heir apparent, then 
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refiding at Benares, forwarded to court a paiflicufli of one lack of 
rupees. This teflimony of attention afforded great confolation to 
the king’s mind. He now, for the firll time lince the death of Zul- 
ficar A 1 Dowlah, experienced fomc repofe from the tumultuous 
cabals which had fo long difgraccd his court, and filled him with in¬ 
quietude and anguifh. 

The departure of Mr. Haftings having occafioncd fomc change;, 
in the Britifli adminiffration, perlpicuity requires that we bring 
under one head fuch tranfadlions under that government as bear rela¬ 
tion to the court of Delhi, during the current year. Sir John Mac- 
pherfon fuccccded Mr. Haflings in the chair. That gentleman, 
equally well inclined with his predeceffor to pay every attention in 
his power to the king’s intercfls, took an early opportunity of figni- 
fying the fame. He confirmed to the Shah Zadah the generous aid 
he had received the preceding yeaf, and through him allured his 
majeffy, that the Britifh government would, on all reafonable occa- 
fions, extend their aid in fupport of his authority. 

On the part of Sindiah Mr. James Anderfon had fuccccded his 
brother as ambaffador to that Durbar. Major Brown, who had rc- 
flded at court for fomc time paff, was now recalled. 

On the fide of Oude, Major Palmer, w'ho had refided at the 
court of y\fuf Ai Dowla the two preceding years, was now, at his 
owm requeff, removed. To him fucceeded Colonel Harper, who 
took an early opportunity of paying attention to the king, which he 
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lignificd by letters, accompanied on the part of the governor general 
by a paiilicidli fuitable to the occallon. 


From thcle digreffions we return to affairs at court. After the 
capture of Ali Ghur, Sindiali repaired to Delhi, where, on his ar¬ 
rival, his whole care and attention were dircdled to reftorJng good 
order to tlx government, in all aftiiirs, both foreign and domeftic. 

Shah-Nizam A 1 Dcen, a confidential fervant of the minidcr, w'as 
appointed to the luperintendance of the royal houfehold, to i^hich 
his rnajefty added the government of the fort and city of Delhi. 

Toward the clofe of the current year died Zabita Khan, ruler of 
Schaurunpore, a man, whofe long and adtive life had been marked 
with a variety of alternate fuccefs and misfortune. 

Taken comparatively with his father Najccb A 1 Dowlah, Zabita 
Khan appears to have been of inferior capacity ; his frequent rebel¬ 
lions, and the native turbiilcncy of his temper, had totally eflranged 
from him the king’s mind, and the account of his death was ic- 
ceived at court with indifference. 


Zabita Khan was fucceeded in his territories by his cldcfl fon 
Gholaum Caudir Khan. I Ic was a youth, proud, cruel, and fero¬ 
cious, H is firfl adt on affuming the government was the expulfion 
of his uncle Afzul Khan. 'I'his nobleman was at the time advanced 
in years, and admired for his exemplary manners. On his degrada¬ 
tion Gholaum Caudir ordered his cffedls to be feized and conhfeated. 

T 2 
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This bold affumption of the govcmincnt, without confulting the 
court, or petitioning for a continuation of the Sunniid, agreeable 
to the eflablifhed iifagc of Hindoilaun, gave great offence to the 
king. But Gholaum Caudir, well aware of the confequcnces, pre¬ 
pared to fupport his rebellion by open violence. The fort of Ghofe 
Ghur was accordingly put into a Hate of defence, and the means of 
affcmbling a confidcrable force was afforded him by the conhfeation 
of his uncle’s property. 


In thofe a6ts Gholaum Caudir exhibited the fiifl fymptoms of 
tiiat iliabolical fpirit w'hich defignated the adions of his future life. 
To him it was referved to difgrace the houfe of Jdmoor, and to add 
the lall outrage to the miferies of a long and mofl unfortunate reign. 
But previous to entering into a detail of the intrigues of Gholaum 
Caudir, w^e muff for a while carry forward the affairs of Sindiah, and 
his operations with the neighbouring flatcs. 


Intelligence of the defeffion of Gholaum Caudir had fcarcely 
arrivctl at court, when the prime miniller was alarmed by an ac¬ 
count of the rebellious dctigns of the Ijnagluir prince. Pertaub 
Sing, informed of the late tranfaeiions at Gliofe Ghur, had at flic 
fame time withheld Ids accuflomed tribute. He tliought the prefent 
opportunity favourable to a dcfign long cnteitain/d of rendering; 
himfelf independant. Sindiah paepareJ to fubdue hum by force.- 
but the advice of the Rajah's confidential feivants juevented for 
the prefent matters jiroeccding to extremity. '"I’licy, lorefeeing luni 
to his caufc while Sindiah continued fo powerful in the Hate, per- 
Hiadcd Pertaub Sing to dcTiH. d’beir advice w'as attended with 



v. 0.1785.] SHAH-AULUM. 14' 

cffccft. The tribute was fent, and an additional pailLcuni whicli 
accompanied it ;;ppcafed tiic refentment of Shah-Aiilum. 

Refpected on all fidcs by die country powers, this fortunate 
Marliatta chief now faw with exultation his autitority arrived at its 
hipjiell extent. Tlic ladtioiis fpirit which had been Oihibitcd by 
the Mogul nobility w'as quelled ; and Sindiah’s fubfequent condudl 
toward that powerful bod.y contributed both to reconcile them to 
his caiifc, ajitl attach them to his perfon. Thus eligibly (ituated, 
had Sindiah properly appreciated his good fortune, lie might ha\c 
fecLircd a power complete and unimpaired to the end. Unfortu¬ 
nately, how ewer, a'fpirit of avarice gaining ground in his bieall, 
inclined or impelled liim to deviate from tliat line of lilieral jicdicy 
by which, at the firft advance of his authority, he had been wifely 
guided, 'riiis deviation leal in its confeapuentes to events of a moll 
fei ious nature, and had w ell nigh prove d the iittei'dcAruedion of the 
miniller. But in order to explain the taufes of an afl wbieh, in its 
cxeeution, was follovecel by a rcvolutiein in tlie bate, it will be here 
ncccfi'aiy to detail in a more jiarticular maniwi tlie nature and tenure 
of the J licdads, or, as known in klindoftarn, tliof'c lands whieh are 
appreipriattd for tlie ftippoit of the tiooiw. 

In mofl of the courts ol' India, certain portions of land arc let 
ajiart for the pa}'mcnt of the army ; ihefe are termed jaiedads, a 
tenure which I’eciires to the podcflor a lure and cafy colJedion : tliey 
arc made over to the eomnianding oniccrs, who, cxelulive of the 
advantages they derive from thefe aflignments in realizing their pay, 
arc moreover cnableel to retain a numerous body of dependants. 
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Tlrefc incrcafed their confequence in the llate, and not unfrequcntly 
afforded them the means of perfonal faffty, when their tuibiiicnt am¬ 
bition led them to rebel againff their fovercign. It was thefc Jaic- 
dads that the Miniftcr determined to refume ; and for the caufes 


before mentioned, their refumption at thi.> jundure was equally dan¬ 
gerous, impolitic, and unjuff : yet did Sindiah perfiff ; and though 
having the examples of Mirza Shudec and otliersofhis predeeeffors 
before Ids eyes, he, with a pertinaeiiy aj.proaching to infatuation, 
carried his refolves into effed, Conliderable murmurs there were, 


but the great force of Marhattas kept up by the minif er, prevented 
for the prefent any open ad of hofihty on the part of the Mogul 
officers. In Iccrct, liovrcvcr, fired with refentment, they refolved on 
vengeance. The blow was gradually preparing. About this time 
Naraiecn Daufs, who, fnce the death of Afrafiab Khan, had con- 


diidcd l!ic aflairs of the Khalifa, was fuddenly, without accufation, 
difmified from his employment, and his property, to a large amount, 
openly confifeated for the miniffer’s ufc. The vacant ollice was 
conhrmed on Shah-Nuzam A 1 Deen. 


Such repeated ads of injuAiee excited extreme difguA. Rajah 
llunmut Behadtir, who had lo endnently aAiAed the dehgns of Sin¬ 
diah, was not the kill to experience an ungratclul return. An account 
of his Jaiedad, togctlicr with ccitain balances, I'.iid to be due to the 
royal treafury, were demanded of iiim in the inoA pieremjrtory terms. 
But Himmut Beliadur, indignant at the controul attempted to be 
exerted over him, refolved to withholtl all future fupport from his 
ungrateful alfociate. Qiiitting the court, theretore, he withdrew'- 
to his cAate near Bindrabund, and prepared for refiAancc. 
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The downfall of the minifter’s authority was accelerated by a 
rupture with tiic Rajah of Jynaghur, againff whom a war now 
fecmeu iiscvitablc- 

Pcrtaub Sing, though iiirnfclf of weak capacity, and enervated 
by effeminate pleafurcs, had neveitbelefs, during a long* interval of 
peace, increafed the revenues, and extended the commerce of his 
country. Me now refolved openly to declare his independance of 
the court ; and having, as a prelude to his rebellion, withheld tb.e 
CLiffomary tribute, he began to colled: forces, and prepare himfelf for 
the confcquences. But previous to entering into a detail of the war 
againif Jyaaghur, wc muff recur fora while to tlie litiiation of Ma¬ 
homed Beg Hamdani, evho bore a confiderable lhare in that wair, 
Mahomed Beg, the reader will recoiled, had been fent into the 
country of Kitcliwara, where having reduced tHb fortrefs of Ragho 
Ghur, and fettled the affairs ot the province, he remained in that 
ffation for three years. Sindiah now ordered him to tlie capital, 
where he arrived at the commencement oi the c urrent year. As he 
brought with him a conlideiMble body of his Mogul troops, the mi- 
niffer received him in a manner apparently cordial ; but dreading his 
power and inffiicnce whilll at the licad of an army, endeavoured to 
perfuade him to dilband his troops, ff'o this Mahomed Beg gave a 
pofitive refulal ; and the intelligence of the revolt of Pertauh Sing 
arriving at court, deterred the Marhatta prince from cnfoiring com¬ 
pliance. Mahomed Beg, w ho retained in his breaff a deep- refent- 
incnt, was refolved, as opportunity fhould occur, of gratifying k 
to the full extent. He had fince his return entered into a correspon¬ 
dence wdth the prince of Jynaghur, which was terminated by an 
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alliance vvitJi that chief. Mean while Sindlah having made the nc- 
cciiiiry preparations for the campaign, committed (lie care of the 
capital to his deputy Shah Niizam A 1 Deen, and marched towards 
[ynaghur. Pertaub Sing, attended by a numerous army, which he 
had recruited by alliances with feveral of the neighbouring Rajpoot 
jninces, was encamped on the frontiers of his dominions.—The 
ch'edl of that difguft, long entertained by tlic Mogul officers, now 
began to manifefl itfelf to the detriment of tlic prime minifler. 
•Scarcely was he arrived in the prcfence of the enemy when he re¬ 
ceived information of a defection among his own troops. The 
Mogul nobility, headed by Mahomed Beg Khan, had fecrelly entered 
into engagements with Pertaub Sing, w liofc fplendid offers of 
money and employment in his fcrvice at once gratified their avarice, 
and afforded them the means of being revenged for the indignities 
they iiad fulhiined ft-om the Marhatta prince. Through the agency 
of Rajah Daieram a treaty was formally drawn up, by which it 
was fettled, that on the approach of the miniller’s army, Mahomed 
Beg and the other Mogul lords Ihould join Pertaub Sing. Accord- 
ingly, attended by their whole force, tlicy, in the face of Sin- 
diah’s army, went over to the enemy. Allonilhed, hut not dif- 
inaycd at this treacherous adl, Sindiah w ith his remaining force he- 
fitated not to give inflant battle. I'he action which enfued was long 
and bloody ; but Maliomcd Beg Khan I'lamdani having been (lain 
by a cannonball, the Moguls received a check, and were thrown 
into fomc confufion. Pertaub Slug, informed of this accident, 
haftened to the fpot, and confened the command of the Moguls 
upon Ifmaeel Beg, nephew of the dcccafed chief. Hmaecl Beg rc- 
new'ing the combat with ardour, foon recovered from the difordcr. 
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and reftorcd t!ic fiiccefs of the day. But the event would have hill 
remained donlutul, had not fome difeiplined battalions, formerly m 
the fervice of /Mrafiab Khan, at this critical moment, fuddenly gone 
over to the enemy, by whicli the Marhaftas were difpirited beyond 
repair. The afiair was immediately decided ; Sindiah retreated 
from the field with expedition, and was obliged to take refuge in the 
fort of Alwar, the capital of Ids ally, the prince of Maclicri. 
That chief received the fugitive with cordiality and refpedl: but tlic 
fevere check which Sindiah’s authority had fuflained in the lofs of 
the late battle, and the difperfed flate of the Maihatta army, con¬ 
vinced him that lie could not long hold his fituation at court. Col- 
ledfing, therefore, the remains of his difeomf ted forces, he c]iiittcd 
Alwar, and retiring foutliward acrofs the Chumbul, repaired to 
Gualior, there to wait for reinforcements from Deccan. 


Had the Jynaghur prince on this occallon made a proper ufc of 
his vidtory, it is probable the Marliatta influence in Hindoflaun 
would have been totally annihilated; but content with liaving cleared 
his dominions of the inv^adcr, Pertaub Sing, after flrfl: detaching 
the Mogid force under Ifmacel Beg to befiege Agrah, which place 
was flill in the hands of the Marhattas, he himfelf returned to 
Jynaghur. 

The fort of Agrah was defended by Lackwajee, the Maihatta 
general; he had. with him a flrong garrifbn, with abundance of pro- 
viflons and every thing rcquifirc to fuflain the attack. But the in- 
liabitants of the city, totally unprepared with any means of rcfil- 
tance, and intimidated by threats of military execution, quietly fub- 


u 
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mitted on the firft approach of Ifnaaeel Beg. That chief having laid 
the inhabitants under a fevcre contribution, now formally demanded 
a furrender of the fort, to which Lackwajee replying in the negative, 
Ifmaeel Beg commenced the liege. 

Our attention mull now be directed to the difagreeable fituation 
into which the king had been thrown by the defeat and fubfequent 
departure of the Marhatta army from Alwar. Prior to that event, 
Sindiah had received certain intelligence that the late defertion of the 
Mogul officers was owing to the intrigues of Rajah Daieram. Rell- 
lefs and turbulent in difpofition, that nobleman was continually em¬ 
ployed in fomenting the intrigues and reviving the difeontent of the 
Mogul nobility; and through his negociation, the treaty before 
mentioned with Pertaub Sing had been effedled. Sindiah, in ac¬ 
quainting his deputy, Shah Nuzzam A 1 Deen, with this circum- 
ftance, urged him to infiift exemplary punilhment upon the traitor. 
His orders were obeyed ; for having caufed Rajah Daieram to be 
arrellcd and brought to court, the ferocious deputy, even in the royal 
prefence, gave orders for the unhappy wretch to be trodden to death 
under the feet of an elephant *. 

Although, by this fanguinary deed, the deputy evinced a deter¬ 
mined fpirited to fupport the Marhatta authority, the accounts of 
his mailer’s defeat and fubfequent movement towards Deecan, pre¬ 
pared him to expcdl the moll unplcafant ilTue. He accordingly put 
the fort and city of Delhi into the bell poffible Hate of defence. Of 
thefe precautions he foon found there was fufficient need. Gholaum 
* MS. Narrative of Syud Rezzi Klian. 
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Cadir Cawn, who, as before remarked, hadaffembled an army* now ^ 
determined to employ it in the advancement of his ambitious 
fchemes. In a few days he arrived on the eaftem bank of the 
Jumna, and encamped oppolite the citadel. The RohiUa • chief, 
however, refted not his hopes of fuccefs wholly on arms. He had 
attached to his intcrefls a perfon of great influence, as .well in the 
councils, as over the mind of the king. This man was Munfoor 
Ali Khan, the Nazir*, who, bred up with Shah-Aulum, had, from 
his earliefl: youth, been a confidential fervant, and loaded with a 
profufion of honours and diftinguifhed kindnefs; but forgetful of 
the duty he owed his fovereign, or gratitude due to his benefadtor, 
the treacherous Nazir joined in the intrigues of the rebel. By the 
advocates for the Nazir it has been aflerted, that hatred againfl the 
Marhatta government was the real caufc of fo extraordinary a con¬ 
duct. Fiom whatever motive it arofe, certain it is, the Nazir was 
determined to introduce Gholaum Cadir into the adminiftrationj and 
had accordingly fent letters to the rebel, urging his fpeedy appearance 
to demand of his majefty the vacant office of Ameer A 1 Omrah. 

Great was the confternation occafioned at Delhi by the arrival of 
the Rohilla army; but Shah Nizam A 1 Deen, affifted by Defmouk, 
fon-in-law of Sindiah, prepared to repel the invader. Unhappily 
for themfelves, they defpifed the force of Gholaum Cadir; and 
lulled into a fatal fecurity, were contented with detaching a fmall 
force acrofs the river, giving pofitive orders to the commanding 
officer to make an immediate attack on the enemy’s camp. Of this 
inattention they, in the fequel, had caufe to repent: the battalions, 

* Superintendant of the houfehold. 
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^ on the very firft onfet, were driven back and difperfcd by the Ro- 
hillas with great lofs ; they purfued them to the banks of the river, 
where, boats not being at hand, many threw thcmfclvcs into the 
Jumna and perifhed miferably; the few who furvived, afiiamcJ to 
appear before the deputy, difperfed thcmfclvcs over the city, and, as 
ufual in Hindoftaiin, began to plunder. 

The deputy feeing the difaftrous poflurc of affairs, and having 
by this time received intelligence of the traitorous defgns of the 
Nazir, prepared by a fpeedy flight to fave himfelf from the ven¬ 
geance of the conqueror. Accompanied by Defmouk, he withdrew 
privately from Delhi. They repaired to the fort of Biillum Ghur, 
a place twenty miles fouth of the capital. Hera Sing, Killadar 
of that place, received them with humanity: but Shah Nizam A 1 
Deen not deeming himfelf fufiiciently fafe at Bullum Ghur, retired 
from thence to Deig, which ftill acknowledged Sindiah's authority. 
Defmouk repaired to his father-in-law, whom he joined in the 
neighbourhood of Gualior. 


On the flight of the deputy from Delhi being made public, Giio- 
laum Cadir prepared to reap the fruits of his late fuccefs. He 
crofled the river with a feledf body of troops, and went dircdl to the 
king’s paLicc. On his arrival, (agreeably to a concerted plan) he 
was introduced by the treacherous Nazir to the emperor. When 
honoured with the cuftomary khilluf, Gholaum Caudir preferred his 


petition for the invefliture of the office of Ameer A 1 Omrah, and con¬ 
cluded with proteftations of fidelity and attachment to his majefly’s 


perfon. Shah-Aulum, perceiving himfelf without rcfourcc, was 
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conftrai ed, inucli againft his inclination, to grant the requeft of this 
turbulent chief. Having acquiel'ccd in the demand, the patent of 
creation was ordered to begot ready, and the Rohilla with a refpefl- 
ful obcifancc retired from the prcf'ence. 

Though by compulfatory means Gholaum Caudir had thus at¬ 
tained the delired objeT, his power was by no means fccurely efla- 
bliihcd. Several perfons well attached to the Marhatta government, 
as likewilc to the king’s perfon, flill remained in Delhi. Thcfe, 
indignant at the unworthy treatment of their fovercign, and pitying 
his tlcgraded dale, refolved to make one effort for the reftoration of 
his autliority. Amorgd others was the Begum Somroo, who at 
that time had conliderable influence in the councils of Delhi. This 
lady, wife of Somroo, (a name too well known to Englilhmen by 
his infamous condudl at Patna,) now commanded the difciplined 
battalions which he had raifed, and was morever poflefled of a con- 
fiderable jaghire. 

As this lady will bear a conflderable fliare in the lemaining tranf- 
adtions, we lhall proceed to a concife retrofped; of her fituation 
and prog refs to authority. 

Somroo, a German adventurer, whom a fpirited author* has em¬ 
phatically ftiled “ the bloody agent of the cruelties of Meer Coflim,” 
after the ruin of his mailer’s affairs, retired into the Jaut province. 
He was there taken into the fervice of the late Zulflcar A 1 Dowla, 
then in the plenitude of his power. In addition to his difciplined 

* Captain Jonathan Scott, Hifl. of Dcocan, Vol. II, 
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battalions» NujufF Khan gave him the command of a body of 
Mogul horfe; and for the fnpport of the whole, alTigned him the 
Perguntiah of Serdhauna, fitiiated in the upper part of Doo Ab, as 
a Jaiedad. Somroo, previous to his death, v;hich happened in 
1778, married the daughter of a Mogul nobleman, whofe family, 
from the unfettled Rate of the times, had fallen into diflrefs. This 
lady, the prefent Begum, at the pcrfuafion of her hufband, em¬ 
braced the Chriftian faith. She received from the king the title of 
Zeeb A 1 Niflaa, or. Ornament of the Sex; and on Somroo’s dc- 
mife, was continued in command over the troops, and confirmed by 
Nujuff Khan in the management of her Jaghire. In the centre of 
the ruined province of Sehaurunpore, in twenty-ninth degree N. lati¬ 
tude, and about fixty miles diftant from the capital, rifes the fmall 
but fertile principality of Serdhauna; it is bounded on the north by 
the town of Berhauna, on the eaft by Nowlah, weft by the Hingun 
river near the town of Beniaba, and fouth by the diflrid; of 
Meerut. Its extent from north to fouth is thirty-fix miles, and 
twenty-four from eaft to w'eft. An unremitting attention to the 
cultivation of the lands, a mild and upright adminiftration, and 
car^ for the welfare of the inhabitants, has enabled this fmall trad 
to vie with the moft cultivated parts of Hindoftaun, and to yield a 
revenue of ten lacks of rupees per annum. The rivers Hingun 
and Criftina, which traverfe this valuable jaghire, afford an ample 
fupply of water; and the foil, naturally fertile, produces in abun¬ 
dance grain of all kinds, cotton, fugar-cane, and tobacco. 

The town of Sedhauna, where the Begum generally refides, is 
of confiderable extent, pleafantly fituated, and commanding a fine 
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view of the mountains of Himmeleh to the north-eaft. A fort 
near the town contains a good arfenal and foundery for cannon. 
Five battalions of difciplined Seapoys, commanded by Europeans of 
different countries, and about forty pieces of cannon of various 
calibres, conftitute the force kept up by Begum Somroo. With 
tliefeand about two hundred Europeans, principally emplbyed in the 
fervice of artillery, flie is enabled to maintain a refpedlable fituation 
among the neighbouring powers. 

While the furrounding lands exhibit the effeds of defolation and 
diftrefs, the flourifhing appearance of this Jaghire impreffes the 
mind of the traveller With fenfations moft gratifying; and it is upon 
this principle, that, deviating from the rigid line of hiftorical prcci- 
fion, we embrace the opportunity of paying a tribute defervedly due 
to the fpirit, adivity, and talents of this noble lady. Endowed by 
nature with mafeuline intrepidity, affifted by a judgement and fore¬ 
fight clear and comprehenfive. Begum Somroo, during the various 
revolutions above detailed, was enabled to preferve her country un- 
molefted, and her authority unimpaired. In the fucceflive admi- 
niftration of Zulficar A 1 Dowla, Mirza Shuffee, and Afrafiab Khan, 
fhe was confirmed in her pofTeffions ; and when Sindiah arrived at 
fupreme power, he added to the extent of them by a grant of fome 
other lands fouth-wcfl of the Jumna. In the war againft Pertaub 
Sing, Begum Somroo with her force was Rationed at Panniput on 
the frontier, and in committing fo important a truft to her charge 
was fuliicicnt proof of the idea the Marha ta chief had conceived 
of her capacity. Her conduct now evinced that that confidence had 
not been mifplaced, and her fpirited exertions in defence of the 
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king’s authority acquired defervcd applaufe in the brcafis of all. 
To this lady, then, Gholaum Cadir, on retiring from the prefence, 
made offers of alliance. Aware of her influence at court, the artful 
Rohilla endeavoured, by the mofl fludied refpeet to acquire her fup- 
port in the extenfion of his ufurped' authority, afl'ured her of a 
grateful return on his part, and Anally proflered her an equal fliare 
in the adminiflration of affairs. The proApcc!;!: was tempting; but 
the Begum, well acquainted with the charaibcriffic perfidy of the 
Rohilla, and rcfolved to defend her fovereign, rcjeffled all his felici¬ 
tations ; and to give proof of her refolution to maintain the king’s 
authority, flic with her whole force repaired to the palace, and de¬ 
clared her intention of facrificing her life in his majeffy’s caufe. 
Her appearance gave great confolation to the king; and fome other 
officers at the fame time alTcmbling troops, the court began to talk 
in a higher ftrain toward the rebel. Matters drew near to a crifis. 
Gholaum Cadir, baffled in his attempts to acquire the Begum’s 
fupport, when informed of what had palTed, was inflamed with 
favage fury. Going to his camp on the oppofitc bank of the 
Jumna, he thence difpatched a melTengcr to court, demanding, in 
terms mofl: peremptory, the immediate removal of Somroo’s wife, 
adding, that in the event of non-compliance he Ihould proceed to 
hoflilities. His meflTagc having been treated with the contempt 
it deferved, Gholaum Cadir commenced a heavy cannonade 
upon the royal palace*. This W'as anfwered from fome artillery 
in the fort, from the guns attached to the Mogul battalions in 
his majefty’s fcrvice, and from a battery which had been creded 
with great expedition by Begum Somroo, Confiderablc damage 


* Syud Rcz.zi Khan’s MS. narrative. 
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was done to the palace by this outrageous infiilt; but the king’s 
troops behaving witlv great firmneb, and fpirit, it is moft probable 
the Rohilla would have been compelled to retire. For the prefent, 
however, he was faved by the treacberous machination of his alTo- 
ciate within the fort. The Nazir fuddenly declared, that the royal 
treafury was exhaufted, and refufed to make any farther dilburfc- 
ments for the troops. This untoward circumftance on fo critical an 
occafion, greatly embarralfed his majefty’s affairs ; but as the ur¬ 
gency of the cafe required fome immediate flops, the royal jewels 
and feveral articles of the houfehold were depofited to raife a fum 
of money, which was immediately given to the foldiery. During 
this difgraccful fccne, intelligence arrived that the Prince Mirza 
Juwaun Biikht, accompanied by a large army, was on his march to 
the capital. Of this event the Nazir ednveyed private information 
to Cholaum Caudir, and forefeeing that the prince’s arrival would 
difconccrt his perfidious fehemes, he flrohgly recommended.the Ro¬ 
hilla to make immediate overtures for a pacification, to which he 
doubted not the King would agree. No time was to be lofl ; Gho- 
lauin Caudir, therefore, having fignified to his majefly his fincere 
contrition for the late infult, prefented a hand fome paifhcufli in ready 
money, and moreover projnifcd to reftore all the royal lands in Doo 
Ab which he had lately ufurped. To thefc offers Shah-Aulum, 
who knew the infinccrity of the Rohilla, w'ould not have confented, 
but, urged by the repeated felicitations of the Nazir, whom by a blind 
infatuation he deemed afaithful fervant, at length acquiefeed in the 
propofals. I'he terms being fettled, an honorary drefs was dif- 
patched over the river to Gholaum Caudir Khan, who immediately 
after receiving it, flriick his camp, and returned to Sehaurunporc. 


X 
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had he departed when letters from the prince Mirza 
Juwai||i Bukht arrived at court. In thefe, after acquainting his 
fatherFis rapid approach, he congratulated him on the prufpedt 
now afforded of punifliing the rebel, and carnellly requeuing the 
king to enter into terms. The intimation arrived too late. 
To account"for the prince’s rc-appearance at the capital, wc mufl 
now proceed to a brief review of the occuricnces of his life. 


The death of Nujeeb A 1 Dowla in 1769, and the intrigues of the 
Marhattas' having, as already related, recalled Shah-Aulum to his 
capital, the prince Mirza Juvvaun Bukht fiom that period continued 
to refide with his father. During the various revolutions which 
occurred, the prince, by living in a retired fl:.ate, and forbearing to 
interfere with public affairs,' efcaped from the perilous fituation of 
the contending parties. But the condu( 5 l of Afra/iab Khan having, 
as before^remarked, excited in his brcafl a jufl indignation, Mirza 
Juwaun Bukht refolved to feek an afylum at the court of Oude. 
In the year 1784 he effe< 5 led his efcape from the palace; and accom¬ 
panied only by a few perfons, he eroded the Jumna, and afterwards 
the Ganges, from whence he repaired to Ramporc, the capital of 
Fizoolah Khan*. He was received by tl^t chief with every atten¬ 
tion due to his high rank, and treated wdth profufc hofpitahty. At 
his departure, the benevolent Rohilla directed a detachment of horfe 
to accompany him to the Vizir’s frontier. 


* See a particular detail of the prince’s cfcapc, tranflatod from the Pcifian language, 
by Captain Jonathan Scott, at the end of a very intcrefiing memoir written by Mr. 
Mailings, late governor-general of India. 
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On his arrival at Lucknow, the prince was received by the vizir 
and the Britifh governor-general, who had lately repaired to Oude, 
in order to make Ibme arrangements in the affairs of that province. 
At Mr, Halhngs’ fuggeliion, the vizir was induced, not oply to 
extend his protedion to the fugitive prince, but to allow him a pro- 
vifion of four lacks of rupees for the fupport of his cftablifliment, 
and, moreover, furnith him with a houfc and every fuitable conve¬ 
nience becoming his dignity. On the governor’s departure for Be¬ 
nares, the prince, from motives of gratitude, refolved to accompany 
iiim to that place, where an event occurred which awakened his am¬ 
bition, and determined him to return to his father’s court. Hearing 
of the tleath of Afraliab Khan, the prince applied to Mr. Haftings 
to aOill liim with an armed force, to accompany him to Delhi, for 
the recovery of his authority; but the governor, not deeming him- 
fclf authorized to interfere in the politics of Delhi, declined his 
alient. Mirza Juwaun Bukht, on the governor’s departure for 
Calcutta, returned to Lucknow, where he had not long been, when 
a vifible alteratioi; was perceived in the behaviour of Afuf al Dowla. 
'rhe caufc of the breach that enfued between them has not been cor- 


redfly afeertained ; by fomc it was alledgcd, that the want of punc¬ 
tuality in the payment of the prince’s ffipend, occafioned a lharp 
animadvertion on his part; on the other hand it was affirmed, and 
probably with fome reafon, that the vizir w'as not altogether fo wx’ll 
pleafed at the diminution ins own revenues iuffiiined in granting the 
allowance before mentioned; but fuch feiuimcnts were furely un¬ 
worthy of the vizir of the empire, wffiofe family had rifen to power 
by the favour of his majeffy’s anteftors, and on which account the 
prince ought to have been treated with all imaginable kindnefs. 
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OtrtainI* however, it is, that the prince, in confcquencc of the flights 
which he received, determined him to re'move from the court of 
OudcS,f In 1785, he repaired to Benares, and made another, though 
inefFe< 5 lual, attempt to intereft the Britifli government in affording 
him aflillance for the re-eftablifliment of his authority at Delhi. 
His application failed of fuccefs; but Mirza Juwaun Bukht was 
aflured that an afylum for himfelf and his family would always be 
readily granted within the company’s territories, and as his highnefs 
declined returning to Lucknow, an order was iffued upon the com¬ 
pany’s treafury at Benares, for the payment of the ifipend which 
had been allowed him by the vizir. In a fituation fo eligible, Mirza 
Juwaun Bukht, had he properly appreciated it, might have palfed 
the remainder of his days in happinefs and comfort ; but a reftlefs 
Ipirit of ambition impelled him to enter into the politics of the times, 
and in the end caufed him inconceivable anxiety and the mofl bitter, 
though unavailing, regret. Not however, to anticipate our narra- 
rative, it is here fulficient to remark, that about this period Earl 
Cornwallis, who had been nominated to the fupreme government in 
India, arrived at the city of Benares in his way to the vizir’s court. 
To him, the Shah Zada in the moft prefling manner, renewed his 
• felicitations for affiftance from the Englifhj but Earl Cornwallis, 
adopting the fame line of condud; as his predeceffors, was com¬ 
pelled to give a decided negative to his requefts. The governor- 
general*, however, from motives highly to be commended, ferioufly 
advifed the prince to remain where he was; he allured him that the 


MS. narrative of Syud Rezzi Khan. 
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refped; entertained by the Britifh government towards his illuftrious 
lioufe, would ever be evinced, by rendering his highnefs fubh af- 
fiftance as did not militate againfl the general line of policy which 
they had adopted in their concerns wdth the princes of Hindoftaun, 
and, finally, his lordfliip concluded with obferving to his highnefs, 
that the company’s territories would always afford him a fafe and 
honourable afylum. 


Soon after this conference, the governor-general piirfued his jour¬ 
ney to Oude, whither the prince followed him. By the good offi¬ 
ces of Earl Cornwallis, an interview between the prince and the 
vizir was effedled, and an apparent reconciliation enfued : wc aflirm 
apparently only, for the fubfequent condudl of the vizir, after Earl 
Cornwallis’s departure, fatisfied the prince that this reconciliation 
was pretended. Abandoned by the couit of Oude and finding he 
had nothing to expedl from the Englifh government, Mirza Juwaun 
Bukht now diredled his whole attention toward raifing an army*. 
Himmut Behadur, the Ghoffien, and fome other chiefs, having of¬ 
fered their fervices on this occafion; invited the prince to a confe¬ 
rence on the plains of Bindrabund, in the neighbourhood of Agrah. 
By their afiiftancc, he, in a fliort time, afi’emblcd a confidcrabic 
force, and being at the fame time joined by the Mogul chief, Ifmaccl 
Beg, the prince took the road to Delhi, 

At the clofe of the current year he arrived in the neighbourhood 
of the city, where he was met by his family and his brother, tin 


‘ It was at this time lie wrote the letter, which appears in the appendix, No. 3. 
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prince Akbar Shah. The next morning he made his entry into the 
capital in great Hate, when Shah-Aulum, by the warmth of his 
embrates, teftified the joy which he experienced on the return of the 
heir apparent after fo long and dilbeffing an abfence. The prince 
was itamediately invefted with the foie management of affairs j and 
there once more feemed a profpedl of relief from that vexation 
which the royal family had for a feries of years undergone. The 
Marhatta iifurpation was overthrown, and the rebellious chief of 
Sehaurunpore had lately made ample fubmilhon : appearances fo 
flattering were, however, by the machinations of an ungrateful and 
wicked man too foon overclouded. The Naijir, envious of the 


prince’s authority, and conftant in his attachment to the turbulent 
Gholaum Cadir, fet at work every engine to fow diffention in the 
royal family, and alienate the king’s mind from his fon. 


Some days after the prince’s arrival, the Nazir, in concert with 
other lords whom he had gained over to his party, demanded in full 
Durbar the payment of certain arrears, which-he alleged to be due 
to the troops from the royal treafuiy. The funds being at that time 
infuflicient, he well knew this demand would embarrafs the prince; 
but, contraiy to expcdlation, the prince, with much fpirit, appealed 
to his father, and declaied that as the afllgnmcnts for thofe arrears 
were given during the Nazir’s admuiidration, he alone ought to be 
held refponfible for their liquidation. To this opinion the king not 
only affented, but in fevere terms commanded the Nazir to defift. 
'rhot gh baffled in a firft attempt, the Nazir was firmly refolved to 
try a fccond; in which, much to the diferedit of Shah-Aulum, he 
was but too fuccefsful. Secure in the confidence of his fovereign, 
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which he fo fuamcfully abufcii, he had the amlacity to infinuate to 
the king' fiifnicions oi the 1 rincc’s lojalty. On this occafion, he 
obferved to In;, ntajelly, that the high pitch of authority to which 
he had elevated Ids Ion, would no doubt infpire him with the defign 
of riling hill higher j and that as tlic king was now rapidly ad¬ 
vancing in years, and confequcntly inc'apable of vigorous exertion, 
the proIpciTl of afeending the throne of Hindoflaun was too feducing 
to be pafletl over by a perfon c-ven lefs ambitious than his fon : that 
his late efforts crowned with fuecefs, and being at the head of an army, 
gave him entire and uncontroulcd authority ; and thefe advantages 
were, wlicn opporlunity oUered, powerful inducements, as well as 
fit inftruments, for the completion of his moil: afpiring views. 


Thefe infinuations, however unworthy, made a deep impreffion 
upon a mind debilitated by age, and obfeured in its intclledlual vigor 
and energy by a long feries of defpondcncy and misfortune. The 
audacious prefumption of the interefted fervant was forgotten, and 
an eye of fufpicion call upon the fervices of a faithful and hitherto- 
beloved fon. 


The cffedls of the Nazir’s treachery foon became apparent.— 
Mirza }uwaun Bukht, who, fince his leturn, had beflowcd unre- 
mitting attention to the rc-eflablifliment of good order and tranquil¬ 
lity at the capital, now folicited the king’s permiffion to take the 
command of the army, and at the fame time for his majefly to 
accompany it in perfort during its progrefs. He pointed out the pro¬ 
priety and good effed; that might be expeded from his majefly’s 
making a circuit through the Doo Ah’, which, he judicioufly ob- 
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fcrvcd, would contribute much to calm the minds of the people,* 
agitated as they had been during the late troubles; and give additional 
conf<?qucnce to his majefty’s authority, now re-eftablillred under fuch 
happy aufpices. 

This propofal, however falutary and wife, was, to the aftonifli- 
ment of the prince, rejcdied by his father with the moft frigid in¬ 
difference. He now too plainly perceived that fome fccrct machina¬ 
tions had been fet on foot to iaftill into the king’s mind the moil 
bafe and imjlift fufpicions ; and therefore, difdaining to remain at 
court, where he was treated fo unworthily, he determined to remove 
to a diftance, in hopes that time and abfence would contribute to 
efface fuch impreffions from his father’s mind. Having obtained 
the king’s permiffion to repair to Agrah, of which place he had 
lately been appointed governor, the prince, accompanied by his 
whole family and a fmall efcort, quitted the court, to which he 
never more returned. 

Ifmacel Beg, who was at that time befieging Agrah, at hrft re¬ 
ceived the prince with the utmoft refpedt and fubmifhon: but his 
fubfequent condu( 5 l evinced, that in his heart this ungrateful chief 
was aduated by fentiments far different from the loyalty and fidelity 
due to*his fovereign; and perceiving the untoward ftate of his affairs, 
he looked only to the prefervation of his own confequence. I'he 
prince, compelled by urgent neceflity and the very low ftate of his 
finances, requefted of Ifmaeel Beg to adjuft the affiirs of the pro- 

- 'f ^ 

vince, and to make over to him a fuitable aflignment for the fupport 
of the fmall force which had accompanied him from Delhi, and 
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who, from long arrears, had become clamorous for pay. The 
Mogul clricf lent a deaf car to his lolicitations ; and inflamed with 
pride, accompanied his refufal with difrel'pedlful language to the 
prince. Dilguflcd at this treatment from a difobedient fubjetSt, 
Mirza Juwaun Bukht quitted Agrah, and repaired to the camp of 
Gholaum Cadir Khan, who was then in the neighbourhood of 
Deig: but meeting with fimilar treatment from that chief, and like- 
wife narrowly efcaping from a treacherous plot laid to entrap his 
perfon by the perfidious Rohilla, the prince now for ever relinquifhed 
all hope of re-inftating himfelf in his authority. As a lafl mark of 
attachment and affe( 5 lion to his friends, he difpofed of fetch effedts 
as remained from the wreck of his fortunes, which he divided 
equally among them; after which, attended only by his family and 
a few feledl adherents, with an aching heart he once more took the 
road to Benares, and repaired to his former afylum among the En- 
glifli. The generolity of that nation again received him, and con¬ 
firmed to him his former allowances under difpofal of Mr. Duncan, 
the Britifh refident. To follow his eventful life to its clofe, it is 
only neceffary to remark, that after fome months refidence at that 
place, he terminated both his life and misfortunes. The circum- 
fiances which attended his death are particular*. About the middle 
of September of the current year, he paid a vifit to the flirinc of a 
Mahomedan faint at the fortrefs of Chunar; and on his return ap¬ 
peared much exhaufted by the fatigues of the day and an intenfe hot 
fun. Tow'ards midnight he grew worfe; and though every afiif- 
tance was afforded him, both by his own and European phyficians, 


* MS. Narrative of Syud Rezzi Khan. 
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it proved of no avail. At the dawn of day he arofe, and in 
great agitation proceeded to the apartments of his favourite concu¬ 
bine, where, on his arrival, he called for an infant child who w'as 
afleep ; but bdorc the child could be brought, he was attacked with 
violent fpafms, and during a fliort interval from pain, had juft fuf- 
' ficient time to didate a letter to the Britilli governor-general, recom¬ 
mending his family to the protedion of the Englifh nation, which 
being finillied, he expired quietly a few minutes after in the forty- 
eighth year of his age. His remains W'crc interred with every fuit- 
ablc attention and honours due to his high rank. Agreeably to his 
defire, the penfion which had been allowed hint w'as continued to 
his family. 

Mirza Juwaun Bukht Jehaundar Shah, though from capacity not 
fitted for the bufy fcencs of adive life, nor pofi'efling any talents for 
government, was neverthelefs irreproachable in his private character, 
and deemed by all an accompliflied gentleman. To his friends he 
was conftant, and to his dependants humane and benevolent. His 
domeftic qualities and filial piety have been already exhibited to the 
world by teftirnony the moft refpedable* : and in his difpofition he 
poITcfled, in an eminent degree, that charadereftic amiability, which 
fucceffive hiftorians have iinanimoufty attributed to the princes oi the 
houfe of Timoor, 

* See Mr. Haftings’ Letter from Lucknow, April 1784. 
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CHAP. X. 

.imval oj Ran AII Khan in ibc Doo Ae— Affairs in ihe JypoRL 
Pro-vincc — SpiriirJ Cnndutl of Bkgum Somroo— Occurrences 
—IsMAF.RL Beg ts defeated — fundiion of that Chief zvilh{ji\o~ 
LAUM Cai>ir Khan— Thar Jntrfncs —Siiah-Aulum is 
dethroned — Occurrences — Conclufion. 

SINDIAH, wlio, as related in (he preceding pages, had retired 
after his defeat aero fs the river Chumbiil, and waited fora reinforce¬ 
ment in the neighbourhood of Guulior, The new levies being ar¬ 
rived from Deccan at the commencement of the current year, he, at 
tlicir head, entered the Doo Ab. The arrival of the Marhatta chief, 
while it encouraged the king to hope for relief from his diftrelfes, 
at the fame time, awakened the fears of the Mogul lords, who 
were well aware that their late condud towards their fovereign 
would not be paffed over with impunity. They conneded them- 
fclves, therefore, by firmer bonds, and prepared to rcfifl the Mar- 
liatta arms. 

Ifmaeel Beg ftill lay before Agrah, but from the adive vigilance 
of Lukwajee, the Marhatta general, he had hitherto made but 
flow progrefs in the liege of that place. During thefe tranfadions, 
affairs at court had affumed a different afped j Shah-Aulum quitting 
Delhi, marched his army into the province of Jynaghur. Pertaub 
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Sing, ruler of that country, in omitting to fend to court the accuf- 
tomed tribute, evinced his difaffcdlion to the royal caufe, and excited 
the refentment of the court, Pertaub Sing anTcmbled his army on 
the frontiers, and appeared difpofed to rcfdl:; but on the approach 
of the king’s troops, he was, through the pcrfuafion of Rajah 
Himmut Behadur, induced to offer teims of fubmilTion. The latter 
chief, who had great influence with the king, had the addrefs to 
oppofe his anger, and by promifing, on the part of Pertaub Sing, 
a conflderable fum in ready money, and a future incrcafe of the tri¬ 
bute, he prevailed on his majefty to pardon his diftfledion. As 
the king’s neceflities were then very great, thefe epneeflaons were ac¬ 
cepted without difficulty, and, to complete the reconciliation, the 
Jynaghur prince was introduced into the royal camp, cloathed in a 
fplendid khillut, and, afterwards, in an honourable manner, dif- 
miffed to his own capital. 


Thefe matters being arranged, Shah-Aulum proceeded on hi> 
route, and on his march continued to receive the fubmiifion of va¬ 
rious inferior Zemindars, who, from their remote fltuation, had 
been enabled to withhold payment of the revenues, and, for a fciies 
of years, to bid defiance to the court with impunity. One difeon- 
tented chief alone ftill withheld his allegiance ; Nujuff Cooli Khan, 
who, it may be remembered, took an ad:ivc part during the admi- 
niftration of the late Afrafiab Khan, was at this time in polfcflion 
of the flrong fort of Gocul Ghur. When fummoned to furrendcr 
himfelf to Shah-Aulum, he peremptorily refufed fubmillion, and 
prepared himfelf for a vigorous refifl:ance. Prior to the commence¬ 
ment of hoftilities, an effort was made through the influence of the 
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Nazir to cfFecfl an amicable accommodation; by his advice, Nujuff 
Cooli Khanoftered, if his majcffy would condefcend to confer upon 
him the vacant office of Ameer A 1 Omrah, to which, from his 
birth and connections, he deemed himfelf entitled, he would with 
all humility, not only immediately deliver up the fort of Gocul 
Ghur, but, moreover, forward to court a Paiflicufli of fix lacks 
of rupees ; he concluded his propofal by obferving, that fuch a 
mark of the royal favour w^as the only means of preferving him from 
the refentment of his numerous and inveterate enemies W'ho were 
bent on his total overthrow. Thefe propofils were laid before a 
council affcmblcd at that time, and the king, from a defire of pre¬ 
ferving peace, w ould have acceded to the terms preferibed, but fome 
leading men in the council inclined his majcffy to other meafures ; 
they reprefented Nujuff Cooli Khan as a man void of honour or 
principle, whofe prefent propofals were only a cover to defigns of 
a more ambitious nature, and dictated by the mofl infidious policy, 
that, ^vhcn once firmly effablifhed in the liigh olTice of Ameer 
A 1 Ornrah, and beyond the power of controul, he would then treat 
his fovercign w ith his accuflomed infolcnce and difrefpcCl ; they 
therefore urged his fpeedy chaffifement. Swayed by thefe councils, 
the king, having firfl difmiffed the meflenger of Nujuff Cooli Klian, 
commanded an immediate inveffiture of the (ort. The royal army 
at this time was compofed of feveral battalions of Nejeebs, the body 
guard, called the red battalion; a very confiderablc body of Mogul 
horfe; and three difeiplined battalions of Sepoys, which had be¬ 
longed to the late Somroo, and w'crc then commanded by his Begum 
in perfon, and furnilhed with a refpcCtablc artillery, ferved by Eu¬ 
ropean cannoneers. The head-quarters of Nujuff Cooli Khan were 
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at a village about one mile diflant fiom the fort. The remainder 
of his force, under the command of Munfoor Khan, were Ifa- 


■tioned in Gocul Chur. The rebel entieiK limcnts hong ffronglv for¬ 
tified, his majefly directed Rajah Himmut Behadur and Shall IVIeer 
Khan, with a chofen detachment, to eie..t hat^oics againil (he vdlagc, 
and with the remainder of his army, he, in yerfon, inveflcd the 
fort of Gocul Ghur. The batteries of Himnuit BLhadur foon com¬ 


menced a vigorous fire upon Nuj.ft Coi/i. khan’s intrenched poll, 
but at the moment of making an evident ini| i< ihetn, an unfortuiMtc 
accident occurred, uhicli not only changed the faee of affaiis, but 
brought the king’s perfon into the moll ni.nnnei.t pod. 


The officers who ferved in the camp of M'mmut Behadur, ehf~ 
gulled at their abfence from their comrades in the giand army, anel 
harraffed by inceffent duty in the trenches, forgot the danger of 
their fituation, and abandoned thcmfclves to the moll licentious ex- 
cefs i nor could all the admonition or tlireats of their commander 
prevail on them to defill; they palled the whole night in riot and 
debauchery, and the foldicrs availing themfelves of the pernicious 
example, indulged themfelves in limilar excefs. Nnjuff Cooli 
Khan, who was equally brave as vigilant, informed by his fpics 
of what was tranfadling, refolved to profit by the enemy 's negledt 
and folly; having feledled a llrong detachment of cavalry, he put 
himfelf at their head, and, marching in lilencc out of his entrench¬ 
ment, he fell with great violence upon the royal troops as they lay 
buried in lleep, and under the inliuence of their late debauch. A 
dreadful and indiferiminate llaughter now took place, the lines were 
inflantly carried, and a very large booty acquired by the foldiers of 
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NujufF Cooli Khan, 'Ihe terror excited by this extraordinary attack 
was fo great, that the news being communicated to tlic main body 
of the king’s army, they were thrown into difoider, and began to,- 
prepare tordight; nor did tlic miichici end there, for, to increafe 
the difmay, jull at the moment the lines were carried, Tvlunfbor 
Klian, v\ ho commanded in (locu! (lliur, by a preconcerted agree¬ 
ment with Nujuif Cooli Khan, iliued out of the to\vn with a flrong 
detachment, and four pieces of cannon. Having, by a circuitous 
route, reached the rear of the royal army, he commenced a very 
heavy fire from his artillery ; the confufion in camp now incrcafed 
tenfold ; every thing was uproar, difordcr, and difmay. The 
king himfelf was, by this manoeuvre, expofed to the greateft perfo- 
nal danger, and the royal tents being within range of the fhot, many 
perfons about his majeify were killed and wounded. In this dif- 
t rafted if ate the king was advifed to remove with the royal family, 
(there being at this time fix princes in the camp) to the Hcrawail, 
or advanced guard of the army, w^hich was without the range of 
the enemy’s cannon. To that fpot, on the firft alarm, Shah Meer 
Khan had repaired, and was endeavouring by his prefence and ex¬ 
ample to animate and rally the flying troops. The king’s tents 
were accordingly ftruck, and Shah-Aulum, accompanied by his fa¬ 
mily, proceeded to the advanced guard. But the misfortune w^as 
now happily remedied by the magnanimity and gallantry of Begum 
Somroo. That fpirited woman was encamped to the right of the 
line; her force remained entire, unafFeded by the general panic, 
and flood ready in drefled ranks. On perceiving the extreme con¬ 
fufion that reigned throughout the line, fhe bravely refolved, by a 
perfonal effort, to prevent the king’s difgrace; fhe fent a refpedlful ^ 



HISTORY OF 


i6S 


[a. d. 178S. 


nic/Tiigc to his majcfty, defiring him to repair to her quarters, and 
alFured him of her determined refolution to punifli the rebel, or pc- 
1‘ifh in the attempt. At the fame time, fhe, on the field, wrote a 
liltort note, wlrich flie difpatchcd to Niijuff Cooli Khan, upbraiding 
Fira with his ingratitude towards the king, and threatening him 
w'ith immediate and exemplary chaftifement. The gallant lady * then 
getting into her palanquin, placed herfelf at the head of 100 of her 
own fepoys, accompanied by a fix pounder, commanded by an Eu¬ 
ropean officer. With this detachment flic proceeded to the fpot oc¬ 
cupied by Munfoor Khan, and advancing upon the rebel with much 
fpirit, Ihe commanded her palanquin to be fet down, and ordered 
her artillery to charge with grape Ihot; a well-direded fire from the 
gun, affified by vollies of fmall arms from the fepoys, foon had 
the defired eftedl. Munfoor Khan, aftonifhed at this fudden and 
unexpected check, began to give ground, and having loft numbers 
of his men, he retreated with precipitation under the walls of the 
fort. The king’s troops having now time to breathe, were rallied, 
under the direction of Himmut Behadur and Shah Meer Khan; 
molt of them having rejoined their ftandards, attacked the enemy 
in their turn with great fpirit, when after a fhort, but defpcratc. 
conflict, Nujuff Cooli Khan was compelled to retire, but not before 
the gallant Shah Meer Khan had fallen, pierced by a mulket ball. 
His lofs was fincerely and dcfcrvedly regretted by the king and the 
whole army. Order being once more reftored, the king directed his 
tents to be pitched, which done, he bethought of bellowing a fuitable 
reward to the gallant female who had preferved him from imminent 


• MS. narrative of Syud Rezu Khan. 
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deflruilion. Having font for lier to the Durbar, in the warmeft 
terms he praifed her gallantry, and thanked her for the fervice flic 
hati that day rendered him; he cloathed her in a magnificent veft, 
and, in addition t(,) her former titles, honoured her with the appellation 
ot “ his moll beloved daughter.” It was, indeed, by all acknow¬ 
ledged, that the intrepidity manifefled by the Begum on fo trying 
an occaiion, merited the moll honourable reward; to her courage 
and rclolution was owing, not only the fai'ety of the army, but hei 
fovereign’s life. 


NujufF Cooli Khan, difpirited by his late defeat, now' condefecn- 
ded to talk in a more humble flrain, and being well acquainted with 
the influence of Begum Somroo at court, he eiule.ivoured to avail 
himfelf ot her good offices to plead his pardon with the king ; he 
ileclared his fincere contrition for his late intemperate condintt, and 
offeied, as an atonement, a larger funi of money tlian what he had 
betore promifed, with profeflions of fidelity in luture. The king, 
delirous of repofe from the fatigues of the held, was not unwilling 
to liflen to thefe folicitations, and in a few days a pardon was made 
out for the rebel chief, and he was received at court, 'J'he money 
agreed on having been paitl into the ro) al treafury, his majelly re¬ 
turned wflth the army to Delhi. 


We mufl now return to Ifmaeel Beg, wdio was full emj)loyed on 
the liege of Agrah when he received the alarming intelligence ol 
the approach of the Marhattas. 


Sindiah, who as before obferved, had re-entered the Doo y\b. 



170 HISTORY OF [a.d. 17SS. 

having, in thccourfc of his route, recovered fevcral fortrefl'es under 
the Mogul chiefs, and rcducetl them to obedience, refolvcd to hazard 
a general adion for the recovery of his authority. For this purpofe, 
hefirft fent forward his favourite general, Ranah Khan, with 6000 
fcled cavalry, and brought up the remainder of iiis at my in perfon; 
They advanced by‘eafy marches towards the city of Agral). If- 
maccl Beg, previous to their arrival, had ftrengthened himiclf by 
engagements with Gholaum Caudir Khan, and if both parties had 
abided by the totnpad, it is probable their united force would have 
defeated the Marhatta army, and dehroyed the hopes of Sindiah; 
but unfortunately for Ifmaeel Beg, his verfatile affociate, at this im¬ 
portant crifis, deferted him, and, aduated either by caprice or 
treacherous dehgn, marched away with his whole force, juft as the 
Marhatta army appeared in fight. Thus abandoned, Ifmaeel Beg 
did not yield to the didates of defpondency or pufillanimous fear, 
but refolving, by his own adivity and courage to counterbalance the 
defedion of his unworthy colleague j he prepared himfelf for battle 
on the 22d of Auguft, in the current year, under the w’alls of 
Agrah; a defperate adion enfued, and fo well was the palm of vic¬ 
tory contefted, that both parties fuftained a very heavy lofs, but for¬ 
tune inclining to the Marhattas, Ifmaeel Beg was compelled to quit 
the field, and almoft alone to crofs the river Jumna; he fled to the 
frontiers of the vizir’s territory;—the whole of the camp equipage, 
treafure, and artillery, fell into the hands of the conquerors; and 
Ranah Khan, on the enfuing morning, made a triumphant entry 
into Agrah; which furrendcred, after fuftaining a fiege of upwards 
of a year, 2 
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This vidlory, tlie moft complete that had been gained by the con¬ 
tending parties for many years, enfured the afcendancy of the Mar- 
hatta authority; and liad Ranah Khan availed himfelf of the general 
panic which it excited, he might have taken immediate poffeflion 
of Delhi. That flep would have entirely defeated the ambitious 
intrigues of the Mogul nobility, and prevented the degradation and 
difgracc of the unfortunate Shah-Aulum. But previous to entering 
into this melancholy detail, it will be ncccffary to recur to the fi- 
tuation of the fugitive chief, Ifmaeel Beg, and of Gholaum Caudir 
Khan. 


Scarcely had the latter chief quitted his aflbeiate, when he repen¬ 
ted of his perfidy, and would have returned to his alhrtance, but it 
was too late; he learnt the news of his total defeat by Ranah Khan, 
and finding his force infufficient to make head againfl the Marhattas, 
he deemed it for the prefent more prudent to decline a conteff.— 
Quitting the neighbourhood of Agrah, he fuddcnly appeared before 
the fort of Ali Ghur, a place then garrifuned by Sindiah’s troops ;— 
by a vigorous affault he carried the fort, and obtained a con'idcrable 
booty ; after leaving a body of his own men in the place, he t iol. 
the road to Delhi. 

It was at this period Gholaum Caudir fail formed his refolution 
to fir ike a decifive blow; he faw the fupinenefs of the Marhatta 
army, and the dcfencclefs Rate of the capital, and being totally 
void of principle, and hcedlefs of confequenees, he formed and ex¬ 
ecuted the bold defign of plundering the imperial palace, and de- 
rlironing his fovercign. In order to facilitate (he aecomplinmicnt 
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of his plan, he previoufly fent letters to his former colleague, If- 
maeel Beg, in which, after many apologies for his late behaviour 
towards that chief, he faithfully ])romifed for the future to lliare 
his fortunes. To excite his compliance, he laid open the propofed 
method of accompliHiing this daring enterprize, and tempted his 
avaricious fpirit with the hopes of rioting in the hidden wealth and 
treafures which were faid to be depofited within the royal palace. 
To thefe propofxls, however nefarious, Ifmaeel Beg, though at the 
cxpence of his honour, fcruplcd not to yield a ready alfent. He 
accordingly quitted the place of his retirement, and Ihortly after 
arrived in the camp of Gholaum Caudir. He was received with 
every mark of cordiality and refpetft, and the two chiefs, after 
making a fuitable arrangement of their force, commenced their 
march towards the capital. 

A Marhatta garrifon, under the command of Himmut Echadur, 
ftill occupied the fort and city of Delhi. Budel Beg Khan, Solc- 
maun Beg, and other lords, were alfo at this time about the king. 
The confpirators, on their arrival at the caflern bank of the river 
Jumna, oppofitc to the palace, difpatched a meffenger to court, de¬ 
manding, in infolent and threatening terms, an immediate admif- 
fion to the royal prefencc. Shah-Aulum, who was well acquainted 
with the perfidious difpolitions of thefe chiefs, refolutely refufed them 
entrance, and relying on the fidelity and attachment of his nobles, 
hoped, by their exertions, to defeat the traitors’ machinations,— 
But, alas, how miferably was the unfortunate prince deceived ! 
'I'hofe very men, inffigated by the dctcflcd policy of the Nazir, 
entered clofely into the views of the rebel chiefs, and, forgetful of 
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the confidence and beneficent attention of their king, during a feries 
of thirty years, they hefitated not to abandon him in the hour of 
his diilrels. To this defection was added, likewife, that of Rajah 
Himmut Behadur, who, by a difgraceful and precipitate retreat 
from ^his polf, fullied his reputation as a foldier, and his loyalty as 
a fubjedt. 

Shah-Aulum was thus left in a defencclcfs fiatc; and every ob- 
flacle being removed, Gholaum Cadir Khan and his wicked alloei.ite 
proceeded to the perpetration of their atrocious defign. 7 \\o thou- 
fand Rohillas accompanied the traitors : on their arrival at the j alace, 
they were met by the Nazir, who introduced them into the king’s 
prefencc. Gholaum Caudirand Ifmacel Beg, placing themfelves on 
each fide the throne, performed the cuftomary reverence. Gholaum 
Caudir then reprefented to his majefiy, that, forced by the machina¬ 
tions of his enemies, who had flandcred his reputation by calumnious 
charges, he had come to vindicate himfelf in the prcfence. 

Shah-Aulum, in reply, declared himfelf fatisfied with the con- 
dudt of Gholaum Cadir in every point of view; and in teflimony 
of his eftcem, embraced the traitor. It was tlun hinted to the 
king, that the hour for his ufual rcpafl being arrived, it would be 
proper for his majefiy to retire into the Ilaram. ()n his maa lly’s 
departure, the chiefs, who remained in the audience chaitibcr, en¬ 
tered into clofc debate on the execution of their pli;i. Agreeably to 
the advice of the Nazir, the treafurer of the houfchold, Sectul Dofs, 
w'as direded to repair to the king, and acquaint hiin of the ncccfiuy 
which exifted of a prince of the royal fiimily being immediately 
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appointed to attend the army in a progrefs through the provinces; 
that Gholaum Caudir would cliargc himldf with the condud; of the 
war againft the Marhattas; and tliat, as a pledge for his own honour 
and fafety, the command of the citadel and garrifon fliould be im-’ 
mediately delivered up to fuch perfons as he might choofe to .nomi¬ 
nate. In order, however, to quiet the king’s apprehenlions, and 
evince the fincerity of his own intentions, the crafty Rohilla with 
his own hand framed a treaty, in which, as a return for the confi¬ 
dence that was repofed in him, the traitor folemnly fwore to defend 
the perfon and interefts of the king againfl all oppofition. 


The treaty being properly figned, Scetul Dofs carried it to the 
outward inclofure of the Haram, where it was delivered to an atten¬ 
dant, who conveyed it to his majefly. The king having perufed it, 
the treafurer was called in. That nobleman, faithful to his king, 
frankly told him that no reliance could be placed on the notorious 
perfidy of the Rohilla chief. He mentioned the cabals of the rebels 
in terms forrowful and indignant; and, as a teftimony of his own 
loyalty, he oflered to return and put Gholaum Cadir Khan to inflant 
death. To induce a compliance with his requefi, the treafurer 
urged that theie was Ifill a iuHicient force w ithin the palace to fup- 
port the adt, and expel the traitor’s troops. But the king, by 
fome unaccountable infatuation, refufed his f.nClion to the deed, 
though it was the onl) probable means of extricating himfelf from 
his perilous fltuation. He rejeded the propofal, and direded the 
treafurer to return to the rebels, and acquaint them with his acqui- 
cfcence to the terms of the treaty. 
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Meanwhile great numbers of the Rohillas who had entered the 
palace, penetrated in a tumultuous and difordcily manner into every 
part; nor wa^ any fteps taken by their chiefs to repel the outrages 
they commuted. Shah-Aulum, informed of the circumlbincc, 
c.miexforth from the JIaram, and going to the audience chamber, 
requefied of Cliolaum Cadir that he would, after placing the proper 
cennnels w itlnn ib.e fort, order the remainder of his troops to with- 
eliaw. The traitor profelled obedience; but had no fooner reached 
the outer gate of the fort, than, inilcad of making the propofed 
arrangement, he gaw the lignal for the remainder of his guards to 
enter, which they iidfantly did; and in a few moments, the fort 
and palace, as well as the adjoining fort of b’elim Ghur, weffe in 
poflellion of the rebels. 

The king’s guards were now elifumed, and their oflicers put into 
clofc cemfincment. This additional infult being rejiorted to the 
king, he directed an attendant to go to Gholaum Caidir, and in 
ffrong terms to remonftrate and reproach him for his coiuluel.— 
“ The ink*,” faid the unhappy monarch, “ wiilt w liuh the lolemn 
“ treaty was written is fcarce yet dry, when he bieaks his faith.” 
The remonflrance proved of no avail; for the rebel lia\ing caailined 
every perfon who might bo able to afl.ll the king, preateded to tiic 
perpetration of additional indignities, [entering armed into (he au¬ 
dience chamber, he infolcntly demanded alli'Miments for tlic jiayment 
of his troops, who were then clamorous lor their arrears. The 
Ling in vain pleaded his total inability to afford any relief, but told 
the rebel to feize upon whatever he thought proper within the pre- 


* MS. narrative of Syud Rezii Khan. 
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clnds of the palace. After much altercation, and a dii'graccful 
fccne, the unfortLinatc Shah-Auliim was^ permitted to return to his 
Haram, to ruminate on his mifcrablc and degraded date. 


Tire plan now approached its termination. Early on the ertfuing 
morning, the rebels in concert, at the head of a numerous band ot 
followers, well armed, entered the audience cliamber where Sliah- 
Auliim was fitting. Completely furrounding the throne, they lleinly 
commanded the princes of the royal family who were prefent to 
retire within the Haram.—They obeyed.— Gholaum Caudir then 
difpatched a meffenger to the fort of Selim Ghur, which is conti¬ 
guous to the palace, to bring forth Beedar Shah, a fon of the late 
emperor Ahumud Sliah. The traitor then approached the thrcaic, 
and took up the Ihield and feymetar, which, as emblems of roy¬ 
alty, were placed on a culhion before the king: thefe he configned 
to the hands of an attendant, and turning towards Shah-Aulum, 
flcrnly commanded him to defeend ; “ Better, faid the aged nur- 
narch, far better will it be for Gholaum Caudir to plunge his dagger- 
in my bofom, than loatl me -witli fuch indignity j” the Rohilla, 
frowning, put his hand to his fword, but the Nazir at the inffant, 
llepping; up, pre\ented him from drawing it. With unblufhing 
effrontery he then turned towards Iris fovei'eign, and audacioidiy 
told him, that rcliflancc being vain, he would do well to comply 
with the traitor’s demand. Abandoned by all, the king then rofc 
from his feat and retired to the Haram, and a few minutes after 
Beedar Shah made his appearance;—he was fainted by the rebels as 
emperor of Hindoflaun, under the title of jehaun Shah, and the 
cullomary Nazirs liaving been prefented, the event was proclaimed 
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to the citizens of Delhi by the found of trumpets and the acclama¬ 
tions of the populace. 

In return far thefc important fervices, the new king deliyered to 
GholauVi Caudir an order upon the revenues for thirty-fix lacks of 
rupees, a grant in appearance confiderable, but, in fadl, of no real 
value, as the diftraded fiate of the country, occafioned by the late 
difiurbances, had totally dried up every fource of revesue or emo- 
lument, and the ufurper, though declared foie msttiager /bf afiairs, 
could hope to procure wealth only by extortion. The family of 
the dethroned king were now directed to retire within the fort of 
Selim Ghur, and thofe of Jehaun Shah to occupy their apartments 
in the palace. Jehaun Shah, however, too foon found himfelf an 
idle pageant in the hands of his pretended friends. On applying 
to Gholaum Caudir to accompany him on a vifit to the great cathe¬ 
dra], to receive the royal inveftiture with the accuftomed folcmnity 
in tire eyes of the people, the tyrant anfvvered, that the time proper 
for fuch ceremony was not yet come, and that bufinefs of greater 
moment firft demanded his attention; in the mean time great diflrefs 
prevailed within the walls of the Haram, and the cries of females 
were heard aloud. 

The next fiep taken by the rebellious chiefs, was to fend a party 
of foldiers to the palace of the two aged princefles, Maleka Zimani, 
and Sahiba Mahal. Thefc ladies were the widows of the dcceafed 
emperor Mahmud Shah, and had, for more than twenty years, lived 
in a manner entirely fecluded frorn the world. As they were known, 
not only to be very rich, but to poljefs confiderable influence over 
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the royal family, they were now ordered to court, and, on their ar¬ 
rival, dire< 5 Ied to vilit the Haratn, and perfuadc the females there 
confined, quietly to deliver up their jewels and valuable effedls. 
The office was invidious. 

Some perfons in Delhi have not fcruplcd to affirm, that the prin- 
celTes refufed compliance with the order, and pleaded their advanced 
age and high-Jt|ink as reafons for declining the office; but, on the 
other hand, they are accufed of having encouraged the ufurper, 
and to have endeavoured, by intrigue, to form a fecret treaty to raife 
to the throne a relation of their own. Certain it is they vifited the 
Haram, but without the fuccefs expected, and on their return, de¬ 
clined farther interference; this condud contributed only to exaf- 
perate the tyrant. With inhuman rapacity he caufed thofe venerable 
ladies to be robbed of all their property, which the benevolence of 
their emperor, in more profperous days, had beftowed upon them, 
and they were afterwards commanded to retire to their own habita¬ 
tion. 

The thirty-fix lacks of rupees, as before ftated, not coming into 
the treafury, Gholaum Caudir infolently threatened the new king 
with his fevere difpleafure, and added, in terms farcafiically poig¬ 
nant, that as he had elevated him to his prefent dignity, he could, 
with equal facility, deprive him of it. Perceiving the tyrant’s 
drift, Jehaun Shah retired into the Haram, and having, partly by 
menaces and alternate foothings, conftrained the unhappy women to 
deliver up their jewels and ornaments, and other valuables, he fent 
them in trays to Gholaum Caudir. The royal family were, by 
3 



A. 0.1788.] SHAH-AULUM. 179 

this means, reduced to great diftrefs; the cries within the Har^m 
became much louder, and t^icir fufterings more acute ; and with 
forrow we relate, that to fo high a pitch was it carried, that fome 
of the inferior order of females adlually periflied for want, or urged 
by the'bitternefs of defpair,’raifed their hands againft their own 
lives. Infcnfible to the general diftrefs, and unfitiated with plunder, 
Gholaum Caudir Khan finding he had nothing more to expedl from 
the new king, proceeded to the lafl adt of wanton cruelty. He feat 
for the dethroned king and all the princes of the royal family to 
the audience chamber; on their arrival, he fternly commanded Shah- 
Aulum to difeover his concealed treafures; in vain did the king plead 
his degraded Ifate, and the confequent inability to conceal even the 
fmallcft article. Inflamed by a continual debauch, which had thrown 
him into a paroxyfm of rage, the tyrant threatened his fovereign 
with inftant lofs of fight; What! exclaimed th^ fuffering prince, 
(we quote the literal expreflions of a native author*) “What! will 
you deftroy thofe eyes, which for a period of fixty years have been 
afliduoufly employed in perufing the facred Koran ?” 

Rcgardlefs of the pathetic appeal, the Rohilla, with charadlcriftic 
inhumanity, commanded his attendants to feize the king. Having 
thrown him on the -floor, the ferocious ruflian implanting himfcif 
on his bofom, transfixed with a poignard the eyes of his venerable 
fovereign! on the completion of this horrid deed, Gholaum Caudir 
ordered the king to be removed to a diftant apartment. The mife- 
rable Shah-Aulum, pale and bleeding, was conduced to his retreat; 

* MS. of Syud Rrazi Khan. 
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iWirCf in all the bitternefs of anguifli, to contemplate on his now 
ruined fortunes. Emphatic, indeed, were the cxprcliions of the 
fame native author in relating the fallen condition of his fovcrcign ; 
** This wretch,(exclaims the indignant hiftorian) “ this accurfed 
wretch, has, in one fatal moment, darkened the bright fla'i of the 
auguft Ticnoorian family, and buried in the whirlpool of dcfruxflion 
the ftately of imperial authority!” I'he king, however 

evinced, under fuch accumulated misfortunes, a firmnefs of mind, 
and refignatiort feebly honourable in his charadcr; and it may not 
be unworthy to remark, that the natives of Afia in general, proba¬ 
bly from the principles of predellination which they imbibe from 
their youth, are obferved to fuftain themfelvcs under misfortune, in 
a manner worthy of imitation by the European chrillian. 

Shah-Aulum fufviving the lofs of his fight during his confine¬ 
ment, folaced himfelf in contemplative reveries, and in comjsofing 
elegiac verfes, deferiptive of his deplorable Rate*. 

But from fuch heart-rending fcencs, let us haften to relate the 
remaining adions of this execrable monfler. His next vidim w^as 
the infamous Nazir. This man, through whofe difloyalty and 
ingratitude Gholaum Caudir had been enabled to perpetrate his 
atrocities, now moft defcrvedly experienced the ejffcds of his per¬ 
fidious condud. He was direded by the tyrant to give in an in¬ 
ventory of his property and efFeds, and on refufing to comply, he 
was feized and put into clofc confinement, when his ill-gotten wealth 


• MS. narrative of Syud Rezzi Khan. See the appendix, No. 4. 
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was forcibly taken from him, thus exhibiting to the vvoild an ex¬ 
emplary inftance of retributive jufiicc for his demerits. 

As Gholaum Caudir’s wealth accumulated, his avarice rofc to a 
proporti))nate degree; and blin’d to the impolicy of fuch a Hep, he 
refufed to ^nakc an equal divifion of the fpoil with his guilty aflb- 
ciate. Ifmaecl Beg, incenfed at this treatment, rcfolved to abandon 
him. He, accordingly withdrew his guards from the palace, and 
retired to his own houfe. From thence he difpatched letters to the 
Marhatta general, acknowledging his errors, and offering to atone 
for them by profeffions of future obedience and fidelity, and de¬ 
claring his readinefs to join the Marhattas in any meafures toward 
the tyrant’s expulfion. 

The fupinenefs of the Marhatta government during the late dif- 
graccfiil tranfadtions, has been defervedly reprobated, and is difikult 
to be accounted for on any principle of policy or advantage to the 
date. Indeed, the unhappy monarch, from a ftrangc combination of 
circumfiances, feems to have been forfaken by all his friends when 
he mofi: needed their affiftance j and it is much to be regretted that 
the ftate of Britifh politics at that time did not admit of interference 
on the part of his old and, till now, faithful allies. 

Sindiah, when informed of the late tragical events, ordered his 
general, Ranah Khan, to march forthwith to Delhi, expel the traitor, 
and liberate Shah-Aulum from his confinement. Thefe orders were 
obeyed with a willing alacrity on the part of Ranah Khan; and he 
exerted himfelf with fo much diligence, that the van of the'Ma- 
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rhatta army was in fight of the capital, when Gholaum Caiidir 
Khan, awakened from his dream of riot and intemperance, re¬ 
ceived the firfl: tidings of the enemy’s approach. Finding his fitua- 
tion in the imperial palace to be untenable, he prepared for flight ; 
but previous to his departure, he colledled the plunder, an6 taking 
the new*king along with him, with all the princes of the royal 
family, together with the infamous Nazir, he quitted the fort by a 
private paffage, and crofling the river Jumna, effeded hi,s retreat to 
Meerut, a town ki the centre of the Doo Ab, and diflant about fixty 
miles from Delhi. 


On the flight of Gholaum Caudir, the Marhatta general ad 
vanced, and took poflefTion of the city and palace. His firfl care 
was to releafe the dethroned king, caufe him to be proclaimed in 
Delhi, and furnifh him with every thing neceffary for his conve¬ 
nience or comfort. Ranah Khan having then placed a flrong gar- 
rifon in the citadel, immediately fet out in purfuit of the rebel 
chief. Previous, however, to that ftep, he, by order of Sindiali, 
afforded Ifmaeel Beg a liberal fupply of money for the payment of 
his difeontented foldiers ; and direded that chief to proceed to the 
diflrids of Rewari and Gocul Ghur, whence he was commanded 
to expel NujuflP Cooli Khan, who had beheld with indifference the 
late enormities at Delhi. 


Thefe arrang^ents being finifhed, Ranah Khan crofled the 
Jumna. On his fecond day’s march, he was joined by a Marhatta 
chief, .named Ali Behadur, who had for fome time paff been em- 
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ployed in Bundelcund*, and now brought with him a body of 
4000 horfe in fupport of the general caufe. The united force then 
proceeded to Meerut, which was garrifoned by a ftrong force of 
Rohillas, who ftill adhered to the tyrant’s caufe. Ranah Khan, not 
having “\ny heavy artillery, was prevented from forming a regular 
fiege; he therefore drew a line of circumvalation around, and 
blockaded the fort. This mode would, he apprehended, compel 
the garrifon to a furrender, by the fupplies from without being com¬ 
pletely cut off: nor was he deceived in the expectation; for a dearth 
of provifions enfuing, the Rohillas began to fiiitain great incon¬ 
venience. Gholaum Caudir endeavoured, by repeated fallics, to 
animate his troops, and repel the beliegers. In every encounter the 
intrepid chief exhibited a gallantry and refolution that would have 
done honour to a better caufe. But finding all his efforts fruitlefs, 
and the garrifon having now become mutinous, he determined to 
attempt an efcape. 


Attended by 500 horfe, who were ftill attached to him, he, at 
their head, rufhed out of the fort, and charged the enemy fo vi- 
goroufly, that though every endeavour was exerted to take him pri- 
foner, he made his way through the whole line, and accomplifhed 
his efcape. But, at length, his own troops perceiving his forlorn 
condition, began by degrees to drop off; fo that in a fhort time he 
was left quite alone; and, to complete his mifliap, his horfe, ex- 
haufted by fatigue, funk under him, and he received in the fall a 
feverc contufion. This accident compelled him to take refuge in an 
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adjoining village, where, being recognifed by the Zemindar of the 
place, he was feized, and put into confinement. Information of 
this circumftance liaving been conveyed to Ali Behadur, that chief 
fent a party of horfe, who conducted him into the Marhatta camp. 
On the rebel’s flight from Meerut, the garrifon furrendere^l at dif- 
cretion. .Their lives were fpared, and the princes of the royal fa¬ 
mily w'ere releafed from their confinement, and under an honourable 
efcort conveyed to Delhi. On their arrival, jehaun Shah^ after fuf- 
fering feverely for his fliort-lived elevation, was remanded back to 
his former abode in the fort of Selim Ghur. 


On the rediuftion of Meerut, Ranah Khan led his army to Schau- 
runpore, which place, on hearing the fate of Gholaum Caudir, fub- 
mitted to the Marhatta authority, who, from that time, have re¬ 
mained undifturbed mafters of the whole province. 

Soon after this event, Ranah Khan with the army returned to 
Delhi, where by this time the Maharajah Sindiah was hkewife ar¬ 
rived, and had refumed his former authority in the flate. The 
puniflimcnt of the rebel was too remarkable to be pafled over in 
filence j nor did his guilty aflbeiate, the Nazir, efcape the jufl ven¬ 
geance of his infultcd fovereign. 

Gholaum Caudir, on his arrival in the Marhatta camp, was carried 
into the prefence of the general; when, after repeated demands to 
difeover the place where he had depofited the plunder of the palace, 
on his refiifing to comply, he was delivered over to a punilhment 
terrible indeed. He was, firfl; placed in an iron cage, conflrudted for 
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(he ot'cai'ion, a;ul in this iitiiation was lufpciKkal :n front of ?lv‘ 
anny. AJt.r fuflaining tlic.* inlults and indigniiics of liic foUicrs, 
ids Hole, e;ijs, hjnds, and icet, wcic cut olt'; and in this nuililatcd 
’;ind indcrahic condition he was, by order of Ali Hcliadur, fent oH’ 
to Utl.hi ; l)!it, on the journQy, dcatli relieved the miferablc urctcli 
ironil’.is Iniiennys: thus dreatiliilly atoning for the crifnes of Ins 
iavage ;ind abandoned lilc!—I'he Na/ir, on his arrival at DcHii, 
was trod.ieii to death under the feet of an elephant. 


'i he ineLarchnly events pafl'ing fo rapidly in review, whilll relating 
tlic tranl’aeti(.'ns of an Allatic Durbar, can afford to a bv:nevolent 
n'.ind little (o eonfem^datc with jdcafure oi tUfenlic-n: but the pic¬ 
ture, liowcver difgufting, may notwithffanding be viewed to avl- 
vaniaae. A Britifu reader might, on this review, diredt his infjU’C- 
iion inwards; and while he execrates the infatiale fpirit and iletcffa- 
blc ambition which can thus ailuate men to the commithon of fuch 
enormities, he may place before his fatigued mitid the more pleafing 
contr.ifl of the fituation and invaduable bleflings of Ids native land— 
blcffings, which teach him more higidy to value and to vener.tte that 
iiappy confhtution, which is ioiinded upon an immutahle and im¬ 
mortal principle, that a Britifli fovercign can do tio wrong. 

Soon after the anival of tin: Marhatta army, Sindiah ajrpointed a 
day for rc-inflating the depofed king on the throne (;f his aneefloi;.- ; 
and the ceremony was performed in the grand hall of audience w itli 
much pomp and folcmnity. An allowance was, moreover, affigned 
to his majeffy of nine lacks of rupees per anirum for the fuppoit of 
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his family and houfchold, the fiiperintcndance of which was com¬ 
mitted to Shah Nizam A1 Deen, a dependant on the Marhatta cliief *. 

After the terrible punilhment of Gholaum Caudir Khan, the order' 
of our narrative leads to the fituation of Ifmaecl IJe"-. I'hat noble- 

1-0 /i 

man, as already obferved, had been detached by order 9 f Sindiah 
to reduce Nujuff Cooli Khan, at that time in the neighbourhood of 
Rewari, On his arrival in the diftrid, Ifmaecl Beg was informed 
of the death of his antagonift, whofe troops were then under tire 
command of his widow, a woman of mafculinc fpirit and unboun¬ 
ded ambition. Well acquainted with the active bravery of Ifmaecl 

* Whatever miglit have been the real intentions of Sintiiah when he made tliis grant, 
in appearance fo liberal, it cannot be denied but his kindnefs failed of cillel ; and it 
may be affirmed with juflice, that from the charadfer which this chief originally affimicd 
of protcdlor ot the injured rights of the Great Mogul, he, in fadt, became the oppretror. 
Intent only on his own aggrandifement, and in effedluating his plans at the Poonali 
Durbar, the Marhatta chief detained the unhappy king in an apparently- honourable, 
but really miferable, confinement and during his own abfence, he tlelcgated his power 
to a crafty and defigning dejx’ndant, who permitted the king and his family to want the 
common nceeflitries of litc : a circumflance which inflieds intlelible diTgrace on Sindiah’s 
memory, ^'his affertion would apptar overfirained, and the circumlfance, perhajis, too 
highly coloured, were it not notorious to all Delhi, that out of the above fum allotted 
injaghirc for the king's maintenance, he has feldom received more than 50,000 rupees 
per annum, and that frequently Ill paid. To be convinced of tlic truth of this fadf, 
the author, when at Delhi, made particular inquiry, and was alTuied by a nobleman of 
the court, Syud Re/.zi Khan, Colonel Palmer’s Vakeel, that is vas an adfual fadf.— 
This nobleman rcfidcs at the capital on the part of the Engliffi Ambaffador, as ■well 
as that of the vizir, Afuf A 1 Dowla, for the purpt>fe of difltuifing to bis majefiy the 
fum of two thoufand rupees per month for his privy piirfc, (which is termed Zuri 
Khafs;) and this money, together with a few trifling prefents recci\cd when peifons arc 
prefented at court, is all the lineal defeendantof I'imoor obtains for the fupptjrt of him- 
fclf and his thirty children, refiding within the precindls of the impelial palace. 
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Beg, the Begum propofcel to him a coalition of interefts ; anH, fo 
excite his hopes of fucccfs*in a refinance to the Marhatta authority, 
file proffered him the forces and treafures of her deccafed lord. I'he 
natural and heieditary averfion entertained by Ifmaecl Begagainft the 
Marhatta nation, inclined him, without much refledlion, to accede 
to thefe propofals. He accordingly marched his own force to the 
town of Canoor, the place where the Begum then rdided, and 
which was actually bdieged by the Marhattas. 


Notu itliftaiuling every exertion on the part of the enemy, he threw 
himfelf into the place, and cndcavoincd by icj cated and fpirited 
fallies to prevent its fdl. Unfortunately, in one of (hofc encounters, 
the Begum herfclf, who with a gallantry and fpirit not uncommon 
among the females of Hindoftaun were accuflomcd to be prefent in 
atlion, was flain by a cannon ball. This misfortune occafioned a 
defedion in her troops to their obedience of Ifmaecl Beg, and 
which liad, during her life time, been kejit n ithin proper bounds. 
The principal leaders entering into a cabal againff the Mogul chief, 
agreed to deliver him up to the Marhattas, with whom tliey had 
commenced a negotiation. But however fccrctly the treaty, on this 
occahon, was made, it foon reached the ears of Binaccl Beg; and, 
he, to prevent the cffeiils of this treachery, was prevailed upon by 
his friends to a voluntary furrender, requeuing only a guarantee for 
his perfonal fufety. This was readily granted him under the faith 
of General Duboigne, at that time of high command in the Ma¬ 
rhatta army. Some few days after, Ifmaecl Beg entered the cam]), 
from whence he was fent off a prifoner to the fort of Agrah, in 
which ftatc he has fince continued. While the Marhatta influence 
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obtains permanency at the court of Delhi, it is probable he will con¬ 
tinue under reftraint, as that politic and Vl’ary people will never fuflcr 
fo adive and intriguing a man to be enlarged. But Ihould any un- 
forefeen event, in the hazardous I'yllem of the | refent politics, occa¬ 
sion a decline, or extindion of their authority, there is little^,doubt 
but this adive and vigilant partizan w'ill again bear a confpicuous 
lliare in the revolutions. 


Among the numerous adventurers who have for a feries of }ears 
emigrated from the regions of the north to the provinces of Hin- 
doftaun, few have poffelTed greater military talents than Ifmaccl 
Beg. Inured to arms at an early period of life under the tuition of 
his uncle, Mahomed Beg Khan Hamdani, he diftinguitlied himfclf 
on fevcral occalions by his fuperior valour and ability : and if, on a 
review of his charader, we cxcejit the culpability jullly attached to 
him for the fliare he bore in the tranladions of Gholaum Caudir, we 
mull allow Ifmacel Beg the merit of an adive, gallant foldicr; to 
which, by the unanimous voice of his contemporaries, may be added 
that of an accomplilhed man, generous in difpofition, and kind and 
liberal to his followers and dependants. 

Of the fate of the remaining perfons w ho fhared in tho various 
revolutions recorded through this volume, the Begum Somroo de- 

ferves notice. The fidelity exhibited by this fpirited lady in defence 

« 

of her fovereign on various occafions, merited a better return than 
that which flie was deftined to experience. The chiefs in the Ma- 
rhatta army had long beheld with jealous inquietude the influence 
file had acquired with the king; and Sindiah himfelf appears not 
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to have been wholly free from this imputation: for, though lie can¬ 
not be charged with giving directions to degratic the Begum from 
her dignity, his not taking immediate flops to make reparation for 
’the atiront, mufl appear to every unprejudiced mind highly to his 
difcrcijit. On the other hand, it mufl, with equal impartiality, be 
confclfed, that the conduCl of this lady gave her entmies great 
advantage. 


During the whole of her adminillration, until the period before 
us, Ihc, by prudence and a circunifpedt condud, govcrnctl her ter¬ 
ritory with honour and advantage. Her troops rd'pcdcd her valour, 
and her ollictrs yielded a ready obedience to licr authorit) . An un¬ 
fortunate attachment, however, which Ihe formed for one of thofe 
ollicers, c ccalioned her fevere vexation ami dillrefs ; and inconfif- 
tcntly with her ufual prudence, flie had granted him her hand in 
marriage. Mr. Vaiffaux, a German adventurer, was the perfon fe- 
leCled ; who, though a man of abilities, and who had rendered 
elfential fervicc to the Begum in the management of her artillery and 
other military concerns, was nevcithelefs of a haughty difpofitiori 
and flern manners, which, unfortunately for both, proved the fource 
of a difaflrous event. 


The Begum was flrongly dilfuaded from this flop by her friends, 
and by none more than the king, who, in this ill-fated marriage, 
fcrupled not to predict the total downfall of her authority, a pre¬ 
diction too foot! to be fulfilled. By the fecret indigation of the 
Marhatta leaders, the chief ollicers and fervants of the Begum 
entered into a confpiracy, and refolvcd on her depofition. — 
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To give a fandion to their proceedings in the eyes of the people, 
they invited the Nuvvaub Zuffer Yah 'Khan, fon of the dcceafed 
Somroo, by a former wife, to accept of the government as his jull 
inheritance. This young man, tuibulent in manners, and of a 

* 4 

worthlefs charadter, had received, through the bounty of the Regum, 
an ample allowance for liis fupport, ever fince Ids father’s death; 
but his condud: had given her fueh difguft, tliat Ihe had forbidden 
his appearance at her own refidence. He was living at Delhi when 
the offer of the confpirators arrived ; undi(Imbed by any fcruples 
of confcience, and not impreffed by any fentiment of gratitude or 
affection, he aceepted the offer with avidity, and repairing to the 
town of Sirdhauna, in private, he waited the event with impatience. 


A few days fubfequent to the Begum’s marriage, flie prepared to 
accompany her hufband in a circuit through her Jaghire. They had 
fcarcely quitted the town of Serdhauna, when a mutiny broke out 
among her own troops, and at the fame inftant, Zuffer Yab Khan, 
who had been privately living in the town, now rufhed forth with 
a body of Marhattas, feized on the town, and was proclaimed Jag¬ 
hire Dar. Informed of this event, the Begum endeavoured, by the 
mod diidied attention and cogent argument, to induce her troops to 
return to their allegiance, but in vain j long relolved on their plan, 
they were heedlcfs of her folicitations, and feized and confined both 
herfclf and hufband. This unfortunate man perceiving himfelf in 
the power of his enemies, and difdaining fubmillion, in a fit of 
defperation put a period to his exiflencc j and the Begum was then 
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rcconJudied to lier capital, only to behold the rebellion of her fub- 
jeds, and the elevation of her ungenerous relative, to the Mufnud*. 


Alter the fettlement of the government at Delhi, Sindiah direded 
his attpition to the fubjugatioa of the different Rajpoot Rates, who, 
during thp late difturbanccs and frequent revolutions, had become, 
in a great mLafure, independent of the court. In this arduous un¬ 
dertaking he was allilfcd by the profclfional abilities of an European 
oliicer of diffinguillied eminence. Mr. Duboigne, a gentleman 
fonr.criy in the fervicc of the Eafl-India company, had, of late 
yc.irs, upon advantageous offers being made to him, entered into 
that of Sindiah, and on many occafions had contributed to the af- 
cendancy acquired by that prince over his competitors. Mr. Du¬ 
boigne, v hofc acutenefs and penetration enabled him to difeern the 
vaff fuperiority which difeipline obtains over irregular mukitiules, and 
the advantages to be derived from the introdudlion of European tac¬ 
tics, propofed to Sindiah to raife a body of troops, cloathed and 
difeiplined, as fin as the local and religious prejudices would admit, 
after the model of the company’s European troops. The propofal 


* Thoiigli by this, outrage, deprived of her authority, die Begum patTed not her 
time in unavailing lamentations; llie liad many friends, and by their atfiflanee, aided 
by the earneft intreaties of ti.e king, tlic was, in tlic fuceecding year, relcnfed from 
her confinement, and once more, though with circumferibed authority, put in poirefTion 
</f her Jaghire, w'hcre it is the widi of every feeling mind the may long continue. 
Her attention towards thofc of our countrymen, who liave oceafionally vififed her ter¬ 
ritories, has been moft hofpitablc and unremitting, and among others, the author 
©f this hirtory is happy in having an opportunity of adding his teftimony of efieem for 
the kind offices .iffiorded himfelf and his companions, during a fortnight’s refidcnce near 
her hofpitable manfion. 
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was readily accepted on the part of the Marhatta chief, and Mr, Du- 
boigne, who had been raifed to the rdnk of general, prepared lo 
I any it into effed . 


In the courfe of the current year*, the firfi regular brigai.|,e evt) 
.’ttachcdto the Marhatta fervicc, was raifed, cloathed, and appointed; 
it contilded of ten battalions of 750 men each, feven of wliich bat¬ 
talions were regulars, denominated by the natives, Ta/ingas, cloatlxd 
and armed with mufk.et and bayonet, like the company’s troops.— 
'Fhe three remaining battalions w'cre Patans, armed with matchlocks 
of a new invention ; their uniform made after the Pcrlian falhion, 
and the whole brigade regulars, as well as matchlocks, were excr- 
cifed by the manual word of command, as pradlifed in European 
armies. 'Po render the brigade rhore compad, 500 Mewattis, or 
irregular foldicrs, were attached to perform the ordinary routine of 
camp duties, fo that the troops might be ready, on all occalions, for 
adivc fervice—500 cavalry \\ ere attached to the brigade, and 60 
pieces of well-mounted and wcll-fcrvcd artillery, from 3 to 6 and 
9 pounders. 


In the fuccceding years of i 791-2-3, fccond and third bri¬ 
gades were gradually raifed of nearly equal force, with the addition 
of 1000 Rohillas, for the exprefs purpofe of leading the florming 
parties.—The force thus raifed amounted, in the whole, to 24,000 


* The following detail Wiis obligingly communicated to the author by General 
Duboigne himfelf, who is now in England, and to whom he begs leave to offer his 
very hearty acknowledgements. 
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men and 130 pieces of artillery, commanded by European officers 
ot different nations, and diiieded by the cntci]'-ri/ing fpirit and iin- 
remitted pciicverancc of the general who railed them. Their fuc- 
•cels on a variety of the mold trying occalions proved equal to their 
expedations, and Sindiah coiff’eired his obligations to Mr. Duboigne, 
by rcpoling in him a confidence almoll unlimited, and by. the cellion 
of ffft)-r\vo ciifiridis in the Doo Ah, to be appropriated exprelsly 
as jaied.id, for the maintenance of the troops he had raifed. Aided 
by his cxertions, he, in the period we have mentioned, not only 
recovered his former poffellions, but in the end extended his influ¬ 
ence to the Punjab frontier; by a rapid fuccc^ion of vidorics, he 
defeated the Nuvvaiih Jfmaccl Beg, Gholaum Chuidir Khan, the 
countries ot Oudepore and Joudpore, and Jynagliur; and though he 
could not abfolutely wreff thefe dominions from (he laff-mentioned 
prince, he compelled him to the payment of an annual tribute. 


Towards the middle of 1793, his afi'airs calling h.im to the well 
of India, he left Gopaul Row, his lieutenan!-g,et'^'tal, to manage 
his affairs in the north, and General Duhoigne in th.c center of 
his new ly-acc|iiirecl pofleflions. His power mac, at tins period, be 
faid to lia\e reached its meridian folcndour; his arms aeam ac- 
(]nired an alc'endancy over his contemporaries, and he found himlell 
the leader and preponderating chief of the w licde Marhatta empire— 
from the confines of Eah.orc, to the fea\;;f C'ambay; he jmlfefled 
an authority almoil unlimited ; while thy^ffirmnefs, energy, and ac¬ 
tivity, which marlted the features of his adminiffration, at the fame 
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time fhed a bright luftrc on his charadler, in the minds of the princes 
of Hindoftaun. 


At the clofe of 1793, Sindiah prepared for his return to the 
northward, with an intention, as it ivas fuppofed, of piill^ing his 
arms againft the Sieks; ail looked forward to the future motions of 
this enterprizing chief in a ftate of anxious fufpenfe ; but while the 
different powers were either alarmed by the fear, or excited by the 
hope, of his appearance amongft them, he was fuddenly feized with 
a diflemper, which termined his exiflence at the age of 67. 

His charadlcr has been already delineated by the record of his ac¬ 
tions in the preceding pages; in conclulion it may be remarked , 
that from the inceffant perfeverance with w Inch he laboured to bring 
tO'maturity fehemes once formed for his own aggrandizement j had 
his life been extended, he would, in all probability, have become 
a formidable antagonili to the intercfls of Great Britain ; whofe ru¬ 
lers were not unacquainted w ith his adlivc fpirit or infatiable ambi¬ 
tion. H e was fucceeded in his paternal dominions by his nepliew, 
Dowlat Row’, who has not as yet attained any pre-eminence among 
the princes in the Marhatta dates. 

The few remaining years of the reign of Shah-Aulum can afford 
little on which to expatiate or digrefs. Reduced to dependence on 
a foreign power for the fupport of himfelf and a numerous family, 
the duration of his life cannot materially alter his fituation ; the fate 
of his family, and eventual fucceffor, muff remain to be recorded 
at a future period, but l>/s reign may be more properly faid to clofc 
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when he fuflaincd the fatal c.ilamity before mentioned. Sliah- 
Aulum, nominal Einpero* of llindoftann, is in his y^th year. 
H is flaturc tall and commanding, his afpetl; dignified and majcflic. 

• The ravages of time arc dilcernihic on his face, and the rccollciflion 

of* his misfortunes have impreffed his features with melancholy. 

» 

liis early youth was pafled in fpirited, though incffetflual, flrugglcs, 
to rcflorc the diminifhed luff re of imperial authority, and his con- 
dinft, A\ hilff contending againff the ufurped power of Gazooddeen 
Khan, deferves great praife. But in the greater part of liis life, 
little can be found deferving the applaufc of poflcrity. Irrefolutc 
and indecifive in his mcafurcs, he too frequently rendered uftlcfs 
the plans formed by’^ his friends for the recovery of his authority, 
while his cxcefTive love of pleafure, and infatuated attachment to 
unworthy favorites, contributed to degrade him in the eyes of his 
neighbours and allies, and render the fmall remains of his dominion 
contemptible. All his miniffers, with the exception of NujufF 
Khan, were prodigal and rapacious in the extreme; they perceived 
the king’s wcaknefs, and, by flattering his vanity and fupplying 
his extravagance, enfured to themfelves an uncontroled authority 
in the ffate, while they abufed the gencrofity of their fovereign, 
by committing every fpecies of enormity and opprclTive violence. 

Shah-Aulum Iiad improved a very good education by fludy and 
refledtion ; he was a complete mafler of the languages of the eafl, 
and as a writer, attained an eminence feldom acquired by perfons in 
his high ftation. His correfpondence with the different princes of 
the country, during a very long and chequered reign, exhibits proofs 
of a mind highly cultivated ; and if wc may judge by an elegiac 
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effay, compofed after the cruel lofs of his fight, he appears to have 
great merit in pathetic compofition. Intthc internal economy of his 
houfehold, he is univerfally allowed to be an affccTtionatc parent, a 
kind mafier, and a generous patron. His trials have been many,, 
and it is carneftly to be hoped the evening of his life may be pafTed 
in a peaceful tranquillity; upon a review of bis life and adlions, 
it may, without injufiicc, be pronounced, that though Shah-Aulum 
poffefied not a capacity fufliciently vigorous to renovate the fprings 
of a relaxed government, or emulate lus illuflrious anccitors, he, 
notwilhfianding, had many virtues commendable in a private Ra¬ 
tion ; but he unfortunately reigned at a time when the royal autho¬ 
rity was in its rnofl degraded Rate, and when great and Riining ta¬ 
lents were ncccffary to render permanent his power, and curb the 
licentious effufions of rebellious and difobedient fubieQs. The 
Sun of Tiinoor^ as a rcfpedlable hiRorian* has juRly obi'erved, is 
moR probably fet for ever; and if a continuation of the metaphor 
be allowable, it may be added, that the decline and utter cxtiiuRion 
of that auguR family rr as referved to the days of the unfortunate 
Shah-Aul um. 


* Cnptain Jctiiathan Scoff, from whofe liiftory of Deccan the nutlior is liappy to 
acknowledge he lia-. received confu'crahlc advantage, in elucidating the intricacies of 
dates under wliich oiiental writers fo conftantly labour. 
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Account of Modem Delhi 

X HE province of Delhi, agreeably to the defeription of native 
geographers, is bounded on the eaff by Agrah, on the well by La¬ 
hore, fouth by Agirncre, and north by the Kummow Hills. Its 
length, from the town of Pulwul, near Agrah, to the river Sulluz, 
IS 160 cofes j and its breadth, from the town of Rewari to the 
kummow Hills, is 140 cofes. It is divided into eight Ciicars, or 
princip:'^ diltricts, namely, Shahjehanabad, (modern Delhi), Ser- 
hind, Hillar Feiroozeh,. Schaurunporc, Sumbul, Bedaoon, Nar- 
noul. Thefe are again fubdivided into 289 interior diltriets, yield¬ 
ing, according to the imperial rcgifler, a revenue of feventy-four 
crorc lixty-three lacks of Daums -f, or one million eight hundred 
and fifty thouland pounds flerling. 

In the year of the Hijerah 1041, ( a. p. 1631-2), the Ismperor 
Shah fehan loiiiuled the prefent city and palace ol Shahjehan.ibad, 
which he made Ills capital during the remainder of his reign. 'Lhe 

* The following uccounf of the prefent date of Dcllii is extracted from a joar,!,.! 
of obfen’ations made during an ofHcial tour through the Dou Ah and the adjaeci’ oil 
trieis bv the author, in cuinpanv with Major Reynolds, of the Ilomhay caalriiilnncnt 
aj'poinlid hv t!ic Bengal government to furvey that part of the country in 179 j-a 

1 Perliait MS. entitled Iludeeka AI Akauleem. 
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new city of Shalijehanabad lies on the wcflcrn bank of the Jumna, 
in latitude 28. 36. north. The city is about feven miles in circum¬ 
ference, and is furrounded on three fulcs by a wall of brick and llonc; 
a parapet runs along the whole, but there arc no cannon planted on 
the ramparts. The city has feven gates : viz. l.tiborr gate, Dc'tbi 
gate, j^ji 7 nerc Turkoman , Moor gate, Cajl.incre 

gate; all of which are built of free fionc, and have handfon'c arched 
entrances of ftone, where the guards of the city kec}'* watch. Ne.ir 
the Ajimerc gate is a Mudrulfa, or college, eicded by Ch./L'oddeen 
Cawn, nephew of Nizam-ool-Mooluk; it js built of red llonc, and 
fituated in the center of a fpacious quadrangle, with a fount.lin lined 
wdth flone. At the upper end of the area is a handfome moique, 
built of red flone, and inlaid with white marble. This college is 
now uninhabited. 

In the neiglibourhood of the Cabul gate is a garden called I'ees 
H uzzari Bang, in which is tb.e tomb of the Queen Malika Zemani, 
wife of the Emperor Malnnud Shah; a marble tablet placed at tlie 
head of the grave is engraved rvith fomc Peifian couplet.^., inioitning 
t!b of the date of her death, whicli hajigened but five years flnce, 
A. llijerah r20]. On a riling ground near this garden, from wb.ence 
there is a fine profpcdl of the city, are two broken columns of brown 
granite, eight feet high, and two and a half in breadth, on which 
arc inferiptions in antient charadlcrs. 

About one mile caff of tlic city, is the tomb of the celebrated 
Jehanarah Begum, eklefl daughter of the Emperor Shah jehan 

* J3ow', pf’JJim- 
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no Icfs famous for her wit, gallantry, and beauty, than for her filial 
attachment in undergoing a 'Voluntary confinement of ten years with 
her father in the caftle of Agrah. 

TJie^tomb is of fine white marble, uncovered at the top, which 
was formerly filled with earth and flowers. At the head of the 
grave is a tablet of white marble, with an infeription in black cha¬ 
racters ; tile flab is decorated at its corners with cornelians of dif- 
Icrent colours. 


y oL*J" ^. jLijx tF'Jv ^ 

( ^tr j ol^ ^ 

la Englilh thus: 

“ Let no one fcatter over my grave ought befidcs earth and ver- 
“ dure, for fuch is befl; befitting the fepulchrc of one of an humble 
“ mind,” 

On the margin : 

“ 'I'he pcrilhable Fakecr, Jehanarai Begum, daughter to Shah 
“ Jehan, and difeipk of the faints of Chcefly, in the year of the 
“ Mijcrah 1094. 

Within the city of new Delhi are the remains of many fplendid 
palaces belonging to the great Omrahs of the empire. Among the 
largcfl; arc thofc of Cumnier-o’deen Cawn, vizir to Mahmud Shah; 
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Ali Merdan Khan, the Perfian j the Nabob GazooJJeen Cawn; 
Scfdur Jung’s ; the garden * of Coodfc?/h Begum, mother to Mah¬ 
mud Shahj the palace of Sadut Khan, and that of Sultaun Darah 
Shekoah. All thefe palaces are lurrounded by lu’gh walls, and take' 
up a confiderable fpace of ground. Xheir entrances are through 
lofty arched gateways of brick and flone, at the top ot which aic 
the galleries for mufic; before each is a fpacious court-yard for the 
elephants, horfes, and attendants of the vilitors. Each palace has 
likewife a Mahal^ or feraglio, adjoining, which is feparated from 
the great hall by a partition wall, and communicates by means of 
private paffages. All of them had gardens, with capacious refer- 
voirs of ftone, and fountains in the center. An ample terrace ex¬ 
tended round the whole of each particuluar palace ; and within the 
walls were houfes and apartments for fervants and followers of every 
defeription, befidcs tabling for horfes, elephants, and every thing 
appertaining to a nobleman’s fuitc. Each palace is likew ife provided 
with a handfome fet of baths, and a Teh Khana under ground. 

The baths of Sadut Khan arc a fet of beautiful rooms, paved, and 
lined with white marble; they confilf of five diftind apartments, 
into which light is admitted by glazetl windows at the top of the 
domes. Sefdur Jung’s Teh Khana confifls of a fet of apartments 
built in a light and delicate flyle; one long room, in wdiich is a mar¬ 
ble refervoir the whole length, and a fmaller one raifed and balluf- 
traded on each lide; both faced throughout with white marble. 

* Of this garden and palace a moft beautiful and accurate painting may be feen in 
Dankll’s Views in Hindoftaun, 
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Shahjehanabad is adorned with many fine mofqucs, feveral of 
which arc fiill in pcrfcdl beauty and repair. The following arc 
moll wortliy of defeription ; 

Eirll, the ^a 7 na Musjid*,. or great cathedral. This mofquc is 
fituated al^out {\ quarter of a mile from the royal palace; the founda¬ 
tion of it was laid upon a rocky eminence named Jujula Pahar, and 
has been fcarped on purpofe. The afeent to it is by a flight of 
ilonc Heps, thirty-five in number, through a handfomc gateway of 
red ftone. The tloors of this gateway are covered throughout with 
plates of wrought brafs, which Mr. Bemicr imagined to he copper. 
The terrace on which the mofque is fituated, is a fquarc of about 
loLirteen hundred yards of red llone: in the center is a fountain lined 
with marble, for the purpofe of performing the necclTary ablutions 
previous to prayer. 

An arehed colonade of red Hone furrounds tlic w hole of the ter¬ 
race, wliich is adorned with odlagon pavillions for fittingin. The 
mofque is of an oblong form, two hundred and fixty-one feet in 
length, furrounded at top by three magnificent domes of white mar¬ 
ble interfecfled with black llripes, and flanked by tw'o Mi/urcts of 
black marble and red flone alternately, riling to the lieight of an 
hundred and thirty feet. Each of thefe Minarets has three pro- 
jedling galleries of white marble, having their fummits crowned 
with light odtagon pavillions of the fame. The whole front of the 
building is faced with large flabs of beautiful white marble ; and 


■ Of this mofiiiic likewife is to be feen a beautiful painting by the Daniells. 
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along the comice are ten compartments, four feet long and two and 
a half broad, which are inlaid with inferiptions in black marble in 
the Nijhki charadler, and arc faid to contain the greater part, if not 
the whole, of the Koran. 

The inlide of the mofque is paved throughout with large flabs of 
white marble, decorated with a black border, and is wonderfully 
beautiful and delicate; the llabs are about three icet in length by one 
and a half broad. The walls and roof arc lined with plain white 
marble; and near the Kibla*^ is a handfome Tank, or niche, which 
is adorned with a profufion of freize work. Clofe to this is a 
Mimber, or pulpit, of marble, which has an afeent of four fleps, 
balluftraded. 

The afeent to the Minarets is by a winding ftair-cafe of an hun¬ 
dred and thirty fteps of red ftone; and at the top the fpcdlator is 
gratified by a noble view of the king’s palace, the Cuttub Minar, 
the Hurran Minar, Humaioon’s maiifoleum, the palace of Feroze 
Shah, the fort of old Delhi, and the fort of Loni, on the oppofite 
banks of the river Jumna. 

The domes are crowned with cullifcs of copper richly gilt, and 
prefent a glittering appearance from afar off. This mofque was 
begun by the emperor Shah jehan in the fourth year of his reign, 
and completed in the tenth. The cxpcnces of its crcdlion amounted 

* Kihla literally implies a compafs, but here means a fmall hollow or excavation in 
the walls of Mahomedan mofqucs, fo fituated on the ereftion of the buildings, as al. 
ways to look towards the city of Mecca. 
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to ten lacks of rupees; and it is in every refpeil worthy of being 
the great cathedral of tlic cnipirc of Hindoflaun. 


Not far from the palace is the mofquc of Rofliun A 1 Dowla, 
rendered memorable to the Dclliians for being the place where Nadir 
Shall belifeld the maffacrc of the unfoitunate inhabitants. * The caufe 
afiigneJ by hiflorians for this inhuman a< 5 l is, that a fedition broke 
out in tlje great market place, in which two thoufand Perfians were 
flain. Nadir, on hearing of the tumult, marched out of the fort 
at night with a fmall force to the Musjid of Rofliun A 1 Dowla, 
where he was fired upon in the morning from a neighbouring terrace, 
and an officer killed clofe by his fide. He inflantly ordered an in- 
diferiminate flaughter of the inhabitants; and his fquadrons of ca¬ 
valry pouiing through the ftreets before the afternoon, put to death 
an hundred thoufand perfons of all deferiptions. 

“ The king of Perfia," fays the tranflator* of Fcriflita, “ fat, 
“ during this dreadful feene, in the Musjid of Rofliun A 1 Dowla: 
“ none but flavcs durfl come near him, for his countenance was 
“ dark and terrible. At length, the unfortunate emperor •f’, attended 
“ by a number of his chief Omrahs, ventured to approach him with 
“ downcafl eyes. The Omrahs, who preceded Mahmud, bowed 
“ down their foreheads to the ground. Nadir Shah flernly afked 
“ them what they wanted ; they cried out with one voice, “ Spare 
“ the city.” Mahmud faid not a word, but tears flowed faft from 
“ his eyes: the tyrant, for once touched with pity, fheathed his 


V' 


* Colonel Dow. 


t Mahmud Shah. 
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“• fword, and faid, “ for the fake of the prince Mahmud I for- 
“ give.”- 

Since this dreadful maflacre, this quarter of Delhi has been but 
very thinly inhabited. The mofque of Roflum A 1 Dowlah is fi- 
tiiated at the* entrance of the Chandftey Choke, or market; it is of 
the common fize, built of redflone, and furmountedby three domes, 
richly gilt, 

^enut Al Mufajid, or the ornament of mofques, is on tlie banks 
of the Jumna, and was eredted by a daughter of Aureng-zeeb, of 
the name of Zeenut AI NifTah. It is of red ftone, with inlayings 
of marble, and has a fpacious terrace in front, with a capacious re- 
fervoir faced with marble. The princefs who built it, having de¬ 
clined entering into the marriage flate, laid'out a large fum of money 
in the above mofque, and on its completion, fhe built a fepulchre 
of white marble, furroiincled by a wall of the fame, in the weft 
corner of the terrace. Here Ihc was buried in the year of the Hi- 
jerah 1122, correfponding to the year of Chrifl, 1710. There 
were formerly lands allotted for the fupport and repairs of this place, 
amounting to a lack of rupees per annum, but they have long fincc 
been confifeated, during the troubles this city has undergone. Ex- 
clulive of the mofques afore mentioned, there aie, in Shahjehanabad 
and its environs, above foriy others ; but as moil of them are of 
inferior hze and beauty, and all of them of a fimilar fathion, it is 
unneceffary to prefent any farther detail. 


The modern city of Shahjehanabad is rebuilt, and contains many 
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good hoiifes, chiefly of brick; the ftreets arc, in general, narrow-, 
as is ufual in moll; of the ^irgc cities in Alia ; but there were for¬ 
merly two very noble flreets, the firfl; leading from the palace gali', 
through tile city, to the Delhi gate, in a diredlion north and fouth. 
’^I'his ifreet was broad and .fpacious, having handfome houles on 
each lidc. of the way, and mcrcliants’ lliops well fiirnifhed \\ itli a 
variety of the richefi; articles. Shall Jehan caufed an aquediuil; of 
retl Hone to be made, which conveyed the water the wdiole length 
of the flreet, and from thence, by a refervoir under ground, into 
the royal gardens.—Remains of this aqueduil are jftill to be feen, 
hut it is in moll: parts choaked up with rubbifli. 'fhe fecond grand 
Idrect enteied in the fame manner, from the palace to the Lahore 
gate, lying eafl: and w’efl;; it w'as equal in all refpcdls to the former; 
but in both of them the inhabitants have fpoiled the beauty of their 
appearance, by running a Jine of houfes down the center, and, in 
other places, acrofs the llreet, fo that it is with difficulty a perfon 
can difeover, without narrowly infpcdling, their former pofition. 

The Bazars in Delhi are at prefent but indifferently furniflied, and 
the population of late years miferably rcdiuced. The Chandney 
C.'hoke is the befl; furniflied in the city, though its commerce is 
but trifling. Cotton cloths are Idill manufadlurcd, and they export 
indigo. Their imports are by the northern caravans, which gene¬ 
rally come once a year; they bring with them from Cabtil and Cajl:)- 
mere, fhawls, fruits, and horfes j the two former articles are procu¬ 
rable in Delhi at a rcafonable rate. There is alfo a manufadtory at 
Delhi for hooka bottoms. Precious ftones are alfo to be had in 
the Bazars, and the black and red cornelians of the largeft and mofl 
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beautiful fize. The adjoining country is well cultivated, and the 
neighbourhood of the city produces corn, rice, mullet, and indigo. 

The city is divided into thirty-fix mohnuls or difi;rid;s, each of 
\\ hich is named either after the particular Omrah who refided there, 
or from fomc local circiimftancc relative to the place. , 

It appears that modern Delhi has been built principally upon two 
rocky eminences, the one where the Jama Musjid is fituated, named 
yiiju/u Piihar ; and the other the quarter of the oil merchants, called 
Bejula Pabar ; from both of thefc you have a commanding view of 
the reft of the city. With refpe< 5 l to the ruins of old Delhi, the ex¬ 
tent cannot, I fuppofe, be Icfs than a circumference of twenty 
miles, reckoning from the gardens of Shalimar, on the north weft, 
to the Kuttub Minar, on die fouth eaft, atid proceeding from thence 
along the center of the old city, by way of the maufoleum of 
Nizam A 1 Decn, the tomb of 1 Juniaioon, which adjoins, and the 
old fort of Delhi on the Jumna, to the Agimcre gate of Shajeha- 
nabad. The environs to the north and weft are crowded with re¬ 
mains of fpaciuus gardens and country houfes of the nobili'y, which 
were formerly abundantly fupplictl with water, by means of a noble 
canal dug by Ali Mercian Khan, and which ftanierly < .tercel trom 
above the city of Panniput, quite down to Dcliu, w .icre it joined 
tlic jumna, fertilizing in its co^irfe a trail ot moie than ninety miles 
in kneth, and bcllowinu comfort and affluence on rhofe who lived 
within its extent. This canal, as it run through the fuburbs of 
jVlogul Parah, nearly three miles in length, was twenty-five feet 
deep, and as much in breadth, cut from the quarry ol folid ftone, 
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from which moft of the neighbouring houfes have been likewife 
built. Over it, at different places, were built fmall bridges of ftonc, 

which communicated with the garden houfes of the nobility. 

• 

% 

Ancient Delhi is faid, by .hiflorians, to have been ereded by 
Rjjah DeliJ, who reigned in HindoAaun prior to the invafion of 
Ahxander the Great; others affirm it to have been built by Rajah 
Pettouvar, who flourilhed at a much later period.—It is called in 
Sanferit, Indrnpul, or the abode of Indra, one of the Hindu deities, 
and it is thus diftinguilhed in the royal diplomas of the chanccry- 
oflice. Whether the city be of the antiquity reported, it is difficult 
to determine, but this much is certain, that the yaft quantity of 
buildings, both ancient and modern, which are to be foi|n^ within 
the extent bove mentioned, as well as their grandeur aild jAyle of 
architedurc, prove it to h^ve been a rich, flourifhing, and popu¬ 
lous city. 

I wall only add a fhort account of the loval gardens of Shalimat ; 
thefe gardens, made by the emperor Sbab Jihan, were begun in 
the fouith year of his reign, and finilhed in the thirteenth, on which 
(Kcafion, according to Colonel Dow, the emperor gave a grand fef- 
iival to his court. Thefe gardens were laid out with admirable tafle, 
and coft the enormous fum of a million Acrling j their prefent ap¬ 
pearance docs not give caufe to fuppofe fuch an immenfe furn has 
been laid out upon them, though great part of the moft valuable 
and coftly materials have been carried away. The entrance to ti;;yEm 
is through a gateway of brick, and a canal, lined with ftone, having 
walks on each fide, paved with brick, leads up to the Dewaun 
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or ball of audience, moft part of which is now fallen 
from hence, by the hde of a ndblc canal, having a fountain 
the center j you proceed to the apaitnicnts of the Hanm, which 
pCCUpy a large extent of ground. In front is an Ivaun, or open 
hall, with apartments adjoining, the mteiior of which are dcforatcd 
with a beautiful border of white and gold painting, .upon a ground 
of the linefl: chunam. 


On each fide of this Ivaj.in, enclofed by high walls, are the apart¬ 
ments of the Haram^ fome of which are built of red flone, and 

I M 

^fcpie of brick* faced with the chunam afore mentioned, and orna- 
wi?h paintings of flowers of various kinds. All the apart- 
ments have winding pafTages, which communicate with each other, 
"aifd the gardrais adjoining hjrprivate doors. The extent of Shahmar 
doO^ appear to have been very large. I fuppofe the gardens al- 
togei^r are not above one mile in circumference: a high brick wall 

f ♦ > 

runs arc^dthe whole, and the exticmitiesarc flanked with odagon 
pavilions of red ftone. The gardens ftill abound with trees of a 
very large fizo, and very old. The profped, fouth of Shalimar, 
towards Delhi, a# far as the eye can reach, is covered with the le- 
mains of extenfSye gardens, pavilions, mofques, and burial places. 
The ^virons of thit magnificent and celebrated city, appear 
now nothb^ pfiore tl»wi V<Jt>*pelefsi4tieap of ruins, and the country 
mnd abo#p>(|uaH)r i^eif<^at$ and fodom. 


44 


4 C 


Spider hath ‘mmen his fir rhe ri^al palace of the Ccefars, 
mlfandeth cenitml fii,fjk''W^h*>towers of Afrafab /” 

Saoi. 
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On the iith of March, 1794, the author accompanied 
Reynolds, who w^as at Delhi, on a deputation from the BengargitSi^i;/ 
vernment, to an audience of his majefty, Shah-Aulum. 

After entering the palace, vyc were carried to the Lkwaun Kkana^ 
or hall of audience for the nobility, in the middle of which was 
a throne, raifed about a foot and a half from the ground. In the 
center of this elevation was placed a chain of crimfon velvet, bound 
with gold clafps, and over the whole was thrown an embroidered 
covering of gold and fiver thread. A famianab fup- 

ported by four pillars, incrufled with fiver, was placed over the 
chair of fate. The king was at this time in the Ti^esfb Kb(tp<it 
or oratory, an apartment in which he generally fits. On a 

Ikreen of Indian ConnaughtSy we proceeded to the frpnt of the-; 
Tujbcah Kbami, and being arrived in the prefence of the feingt 
of us made three obeifances in turn, by throwing down the tight 
hand pretty low, and afterwards raifing it to the forehead /’ ivife then 
went up to the Mufiud, on which his majefty fat, and prelbntcd 
our Nuzssirs, or white handkerchiefs, each of our names being an¬ 
nounced at the time we pffered them. The king received the whole, 
and gave the Nuzzirs to his iwiy,Mirz<tAkbar Shabf and two other 
princes, who fat on his left hand. * Vfc then retired with dur 
towards the prefence, made the f^ji5dife';^ifance as before^, and re¬ 
turned a fecond time to the a fiighi c^verfation* 

we were direded to go without the^aswfure, and put on the Khil- 
luts which his majefy had ordered Tjhcy confifted of light 

* Canopy 
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Indian drcffes, a turband Jainah, and Dur.iboibund, matb^ of cotton, 
■with fmall gold fprigs. On being tlf'ot! (d in tbcll duffel, we once 
more returned, and after a few n'rrt.sfu), puwioius to wliiedi, 
Major Reynolds received a fuoid u’d a title from tlic king, we 
weredifmilfed, and fonie feivasc^ \ vk ordcicd to attend ns, \\liilc 

f 

viewing the palace. 

The palace of the royal family of Idmoor w'as crcdlcd by the 
Emperor Shah Jehan, at the time he built the new city. It is fi- 
tuated on the vveftern bank of the river Jumna, and is fuirounded 
on three fidcs by a wall of red ilone ; I judge the circumference of 
the whole to be about one mile. 

The two flone figures, mentioned by Benu'er, at the entiance of 
the palace, wdiieh reprefented the Rajah of Chiltoie, and his bro¬ 
ther Potta, feated on twm elephants of flone, are not now to Iv 
feen.—They were removed by oidcr of Aurcnge%cbc, as favonng 
too much of idolatry, and he enelofcd the fpace on wliich they 
flood with a fkreen of red ftone, which has disfigured the entiancc 
to the palace. 

The lirfl objefl, after entering, that attrafls attention, is the 
Dewaun Aim, or public hall of audience, for all dcfciiptions of 
people. It is fituated at the upper end of a fpacious fquarc, and, 
though at prefent much in decay, is a noble building. On each 
fide of the Dewaun Aim, and all round the fquare, are apartments 
of two flories iti height, the walls and front of which, in the times 
of the fplendour of the empire, were adorned w ith a profufion of 
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the riclicfl t.irejhy, velvets and iiiks, the iKjhlcs vyin^ with ^'ach 
other, in rendering tliern *the mnfl magnih'tciit, cfpcciaily'' on 
fcflivaE and days ol public rejoicings, v\hieh prefented a grand 
hght. I hele dcc(;i.iti(.)ns have, In,wever, long hnee been difeon- 
tutned, .and notiung Ini! bare walls nov. rcinain. 

I • • 

broni tire Dcivjini we proceedeti tlirough another bandfoine 
p^ateway ,to the Dewaun Klials alorc nxntioned. 'I'liis btiihling 
hbewife is htuated at the upper enil of a fp.u ious fqunrc, elevated 
ti]K)n a terrace of marble about four feet in height. '1 he Dewaun 
Ivbals, in former times, was adorned with e>,((.i]i\e magnlfieenee; 
and (hough repeatedly llript and plundered by fucctdTlvc invaders* 
dill retains fubieient beauty to render it admi/ed. I judge the build¬ 
ing to be ic. hiindred and fifty feet in length by forty in brcachli. The 
roof is flat, fapported by numerous eolumns of fine white marble, 
which have been richly ornamented with inlaid flower work of dif¬ 
ferent coloured Hones : the cornices and boidris have been decorated 
v/itlt freizc and fculptureJ work. The cicling was formerly in- 
cruded with a rich foliage of filvcr throughout its whole extent, 
nb.ich has been long fince taken aw'ay. 'Ehc delicacy of the inlay¬ 
ing in the compartments of the walls is much to he admired ; and 
it is matter of bitter regret to fee the barbarous ravages th.at have 
been marie by picking out the different cornelians, and,breaking the 
' o.arble by violence. Around the exterior of the Dewaun Khafs, in 
the cornice, are the following lines, written in letters of gold upon 
a ground of white marble: 
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** I£ there be a paradife upon earth, this is it—’tis this—’tis this.” 


The terrace of this building is compofed of large flabs of white 

■ t 

tinarble, and the building is crowned at top with four pavilions or 
cupolas of the fame materials. The'royal baths built by the em¬ 
peror Shah Jehan are fituated a little to the northw'ard of the Dewaun 
Khafs, and confift of three very large rooms furmounted by domes 
of white marble. The inlidc of them, about two thirds ot the 
way up, is lined with marble, having beautiful borders of flowxas, 
worked cornelians, and other floncs executed with much tafte.— 
The floors are paved throughout with marble in large flabs ; there 
are fountains in the center, which have pafles to carry the water into 
the different apartments: large refervoirs of marble, four feet in 
depth, are placed in the walls. ^The light is admitted from the loof 
by windows of flained glafs ; and capacious lloves with iron gra¬ 
tings are placed underneath each feparate apartment. Adjoining 
the baths is a very fine mofquc made after the fafhion already 
deferibed. 


In the royal gardens is a very large octagon room, which faces 
the Jumna; it is called Sbab Burj, or the Royal Tower, and is 
lined with marble. Through the window of this room, the late 
heir apparent. Prince Mirza Juwaun Bukht, made bis efcape in 
1784, when he fled to Lucknow. Great part of the palace has 
fuffered by the deflrudlive ravages of the late invaders. The Ro- 
hillas, in particular, who were introduced by Gholaum Cadir Khan, 
have ftripped many of the rooms of their marble ornaments and 
pavements. 
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Adjoining tlic palace is the fort of Selim Ghur; it communicates 
by a bridge of Hone built ov<?r an arm of the river: it is now, en¬ 
tirely in ruins 

* I'wo buildings, which arc equally worthy the infpeflion of a traveller,, have not been 
deferibed in the preceding account; namely, tlic Gentur Aluntur, or Obfervator}', built 
by Rajah Jey Sing; and the Cuttub Alinar, or the famous column in the neighbourhood 
of the city. Of both of tlicfe, the Mcflrs. Daniells have brought to England rnoft 
beautiful and accurate paintings, and the latter has likcwifc been deferibed by C.’.ptain 
Blunt, of the Bengal engineers, one of the author’s companions in the journey before 
mentioned. 
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A Narrative of the Rcvoluttor at Ra/npore in 1794 - 

FIZOOLAH Khan, after the battle of Ciitturah in 1774, retired 
with the remainder of the Rolullas to the Cummaoon Hills. The 
events of the campaign under Colonel Champion, anti the fubfe- 
quent treaty of Loll Dong in the fame year, are in the hands ol 
every one. 

By that treaty, Fizoolah Khan had a territory allotted to him, 
which was eftimated at the annual value of fourteen lacks of ru|'et 
He chofe the city of Ramporc as the place of his rcfulence, anti 
feduloully employed himfelf to the improvement of his country, and 
his fubjeds’ welfare. 

His virtuous efforts were crowned with deferved fuccefs; and, 
after an uninterrupted and profperous adminillration of twenty years, 
during which he nearly doubled the revenues of. his country, he 
expired in Auguft 1794 in full pofTeffion of the elfcem and love of 
his fubjedls, and in high repute with the native princes of India for 
his benevolence, generofity, and good faith. 


* About 150,000!. ftcrliiig. 



A.i).i’794 j APPENDIX, II. 217 

Pizoolah I\!i:ui left behind him a family of ten children; feven 
i'Mis and time d,un_ditcrs. ‘His eldcft fon, Mahomed Ah Khan, 
liic('cc'(k\! !() liis d(>minions, agreeably to the dlablilhcd rights of 
y:i:n( geiiittm-, and was acknowledged as chief by the Rohilla tribe. 

Mah.aued Ali is deferibed by his countrymen as being grofs and 
' ; a.iul was, conllcjucntly, cxceflively difliked by the body of 

fhv yeojtlc;, wEo, from the characSleriftic of their natural fpirit, re- 
Cjiiire from tlieir fnperiors a conciliating manner and kind treatment 
sis the price of obedience. On the other hand, the fecond fon (by 
the f.ime mother) named Gholaum Mahomed, who, though a young 
man cd' violent and tiubulent difpofition, was by his tribe generally 
! .loved. He iiad been the favourite of his father during the latter 
rears of Ih life, and had conducted under him the mofl important 
bulinefs of the flate. 

Ily his unremitted attention to the cultivation of the jaghiic, he 
had, in a particular manner, gained the eflccm of the hull)andmen, 
w ho in faeft compofe the great body of the people ; and the addition 
<-f a handfome perfon, and an affeded fuavity of manners, with a 
plaiiiihlc attention to his exterior demeanor, had riveted him in the 
L.'lecm and warmed; aftcdlion of the foldicrs at large. 


Sjnirred on thus by ambition, and having once tailed the intoxica¬ 
ting cup of plcafurc, he could ill brook a fudden defeent into inlig- 
nilicance; he fcarcely permitted the eyes of bis aged father to be 
clofed, wheu he entered into a.cabal with fome of the leading and 
moil turbulent of the Rohilla chiefs. 
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A confcioufncfs of his own natural fupcriority over his brothc]', 
Simulated him to commit a barbarout crime, at which liiiman na¬ 
ture revolts, and at once to rend afunder the bonds of brotherhood 
and loyalty. 


Gholaum Mahomed having gained over to his interells tlic prin¬ 
cipal officers of the army, and, throiigli them, fccured the attachment 
of the troops, proceeded to execute the dciign formed for, the depo- 
htion of his brother. Seventeen days alter the death of Fizoolali 
Khan, Gholaum Mahomed, attended by a feledl parly well armed, 
entered the Durbar of Mahomed Ali. A ecnlidential fcrvaiit ap- 
prifed the Nuwaub of his brother’s intcndetl vilit; and at tlie fane 
time cautioned him to be on his guard, as treachery was intended. 

“ It is impoffiblc my brother can entertain evil dcllgns againlf 
“ me: has he not taken tlic facred Koran ?” was the anfvvcr of the 
infatuated prince. He was too foon convinced of his errror. 


On entering tlic apartment, Gholaum Mahomed, as had been 
agreed upon by the confpdrators, bore himfclf with dcligned haugii- 
tinefs and difrefpefe towards his brother. This, as was forefecn 
and delired, inflamed Mahomed Ali, and excited the iiafcibility ol 
his temper. He broke forth into the grolfcft abufe, and, in his un¬ 
governable rage, w.is fo raffi as to draw his fabre. 


Gholaum Mahomed now gave the lignal of attack, and his bro¬ 
ther was indantly furrounded by the whole body of confpirators, 
who, aftef a refolute and defperate reliftance, cut him down. He 


4 
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was then confined, and font to the houfc of the late Fizooiah Khan, 
where lie was received by the women of the family, who having 
diefed his wounds, endeavoured to alleviate his grief and reconcile 
iiiin to his fate, 

S l.c uiijrpcr was acknowledged by the army and people at Ram- 
p r'.‘ With loud acclamations. Shortly after this event, it was 
un.lcrffood by letters w h;ch arrived from Lucknow, that the enlarge¬ 
ment of the depofed Nuwaub, and his being permitted to refide at 
I .ucknow, would be acceptable to the vizir *. 

council, confilling of Gholaum Mahomed and his principal 
kuders, was held on tlic occafion, and the.y were rcqucflcd to give 
tlicir ivfpc'f'iivc opinions on the fubjedl before them. 

It has been affirmed, but not corroborated by any teflimony that 
has come within our knowledge, that the ufurper himfelf appeared 
inclined to a merciful determination, and would have liberated his 
brother. This, however, was violently oppofctl by fomc of the 
leaders, and particularly by Nutchoo Khan and Omar Khan, twm of 
ilic moll ferocious and fanguinary of the Rohilla tribe; (hey de¬ 
clared, as a rcafon for their dillike to Mahomed Ali’s enlargement, 
that, ffiould he once ejiiit the jaghire and be allowed to join the Britiffi 

* It i.s nrcctT.iry licrc to remark, that the above eirciniiflancc v.a.s communicated to 
il.e aiirlior by a confidential fervant of the late Fi/.oolah Khan, wju) is now living at 
Rampcac. r^t tlic fame time impartiality demands us to flate, that tlic credibility of 
the eircumflance lafls folely on the tclVnnony ot this man, (it being denied by the people 
of Oiute • 
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army, there could be no doubt but all tliofc concerned in the late 
revolution, together with their wives and families, would, in the 
event of a defeat, be expofed to the moll fevcrc refentment; even, 
faid Omar Khan, “ to their grinding of rice for tlie infidels 

Thefe arguments decided the quefiiion; and it vv.is unanimoid!}; 
refolved to put the unhappy prince to death. But the carrying tins 
fanguinary rcfolve into effect was a matter of no final! dilliculty, and. 
required a difplay of confiderable art and perfidy. 

Mahomed Ali, as we have feen, was within the walls of tlie 
Haram, a fiinduary which, in Hindoflaun, it is confidered in the 
highefi: degree dillionourable to violate or pollute. Gholaum IMa- 
homed, therefore, proceeded in a manner equally fubtlc, as refinedly 
cruel. He fent for a perfon then at Ramppre, by name Shah Hufiun, 
a Syud •f', and a man refpedled by all for his fandlity, his age, anti 
exemplary manners. In the prefence of this man, the ufiirpcr fworc 
upon the Koran, that if his ill-fated brother would voluntarily quit 
his afylum, not a hair of his head Ihould fufiain injury: he con¬ 
cluded, by requefting of tlie Syud to prevail upon his brother to 
come forth. 

Satisfied with an affurance fo folemn, the holy man repaired to the 
palace of Fizoolah Khan; and there having repeated what he had 
heard from the ufurper, Mahomed Ali was perfuaded to yield his 

* Which, in Afia, is confidered an office of the moft menial nature. 

+ Defccndant of the Prophet. 
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aficnt. lie accordingly quitted his afylum, and was forthwith con- 
diuflcd to a Irnall lort about a mile diilant troni the city. 

I laving tiuis olitained podefison of his brother’s perfon, Gholaiim 
Mahonacd next delibcratetl oh the hirdl mode of depriving him of 
his life, withotit himfelf incurring the guilt of fratricide. Omar 
khan, whom we have before mentioned as the meft favage of his 
advifers, .propofed the detellable method of poifoning his viiftuals; 
and to tins, however incredible it may appear, the inhuman brother 
gave his confent. The perfons who had chaige. of the. prifoner 
W'cre direCLed to carry this refolution into effehl. But information 
of the defign Itaving been prcvioufly communicatcil to Mahomed 
Ali, he refufed to eat. For three days and as many niglits did the 
unhappy pjrince remain without fuflenance, and in a Hate of torpid 
iafenfibility. The fourth day, nature being exhaufted, and roufed 
by the calls of hunger, the Nuwaub prevailed upon the humanity of 
a wwter-carrier who attended him to afford him a fmall portion of 
Four: of this, which he prepared with his own hands by mixing 
it w'ith water, he ate a moifal ; but liis ftomach, w'cakened by fo 
long fading, almoff immediately on fwallowing, rejcdlcd the food. 

Meanwhile the barbarian, finding his intentions fruflratcd, and 
impatient of the delay, rcfolvcd to complete bis bloody purpofe by 
the daggers of aflaflination. Four wretches, Munfa, Syud Khan, 
Toolloo, and another, w^crc feletfted for the perpetration of this 
horrid deed. 


Notwithflanding the fecK^cy with which the order was given, of 
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this, likewifc, Mahomed Ali received information, and perceiving 
that his fate was approaching, he font an affedionate meffage to lii- 
Begum and family, and ab a iinal effort to avert liis brother’s ven¬ 
geance, he, for the fake of his family, acquainted the Syud, wirom 
we have before noticed, of tltc nltinaatc rcfolution of his unreicntin 
brother. 

The Syud, equally aftonilhed as in.iign.as;. e/ th.e bafc' taoKUiCt 
of the Lifurpcr, and commilferating the fate of his lawful p',iiu:c, 
repaired to the Durbar of Gholaum Mahomed ; he thcic publicly 
charged him with a breacli of faith, a:ul a laaitdnq t l .e tiiC jnecepn 
of religion. The hypocrite, in reply, gave tlie nioli: folemn affii- 
ranccs of the fafety of Mahomed Ali, whofe lii'e, licatided, “ wsis 
dearer to him than his own.” But the heart of this ruffian was no'^ 
to be foltcncd ; neither the recollcdlion o'f tlieir early years, nor the 
clofer ties of fraternal affeelion, fince arrived at manh.ood, couhl 
incline to pity or remorfe, and to add to the guilt of afianination, 
he defeended to the mcaneff and vilefl lubterfugc. In order that i’ 
might appear an afl of fuicidc on the part of themiferabic biotliu 
orders Averc given to the affaffins to contrive the murder to that effeef. 
Accordingly, entering the chamber of the flceping prince ;;t mid¬ 
night, they put an end to his exiffcncc by a pillol fhot, and feveral 
ffabs of a dagger. When the deed was done, they removed the 
body to a fmall diffance from where it lay, and alter placing the 
we.ipon in the bicaff of the dcccafcd, they departed. 

Next morning intelligence of the dcccafc of Mahomed Ali was 
conveyed to his brother, while fitting in the Durbar. 'I’hc ufurper. 


Pro 
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aftcding the iitmoft furpiifc and aflonillimcnt, burft into tears, and 
lamented, in the moft poigihnt terms, the unhappy ralhnefs of his 
brother, in committing fo defperate an adt. To complete the in- 

• 

lainy of this diabolical traniadiion, he diredlcd the remains of his 
brothei; to be fulemnly ink'ii’cd, and ilillributed a confiderable fum 
ol money in oharity, (o piay for the repofc of the foul’of the de- 
ccalcd. 


In this manner, polluttd \\ ith a brother’s blood, did Gholaum 
Mahomed afeend the Mulmid of-Rampore. ’J'he necclfary flops 
were now to be taken to fecure the eflablilhment ol the ufurper. 

As a prelude, letters were difpatched to the vizir, in which Gho¬ 
laum Mrdiomed endeavoured to excufe tlic atrocity of his condudl •, 
heofiered, moreover, to his excellency, in alleviation of liis gyilt, 
a Nazzeranah* and Pailhculh ; and with profclTions of the higheft 
attachment and refpedt for the Nuwaub as his fuvereign and lord 
jiaramoLint, he concluded with requefting a continuation of the Jag- 
liiie in his own perfon. 

It may here be remarked, that this valuable jaghire had only been 
granted tor life to its late poflellor, and confeqiiently, at his dernife, 
it reverted to the Vizir, as lord paramount of Rohilcund'fo It is 
true that fome years fince, it had been propofed by the vizir him- 


* Nazzeranah, a prefent wliich is ufually fent by tributary pii;1ccs in Hindoftaun, 
on their accelTion, to their fovercign or lord paramount. 

t Vide report of the fclctl committee for India affairs.—Major Palmer’s embaffy 
to Ramporc. 
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felf, through the mediation of the fupreme government at Calcutta, 
to Fizoolah Khan, to change the tenuity of the Jaghire, which was 
only for life, into an Ghehy which, by the ufages of Hin- 

doftaun, defeends in perpetuity to fucceffors. A confidcration of 
fifteen lacks of rupees w'as then deemed a fiifficient compenfation. 
By fomc tlieans or other the offer was rejedlcd on the part of Fi¬ 
zoolah Khan, and, confequcntly at lus demife, the right of refump- 
tion of the jaghire was evident and undeniable. 

The vizir, who from his earlieft youth had been immerfed in 
pleafure, would now gladly have feized the favourable opportunity 
thus afforded him, of confifeating this valuable jagliire, whi.h 
would fupply him with frefh means of gratifying his extravagance. 

His fludluating mind, however, unaceuftomed tobufinefs, or de- 
cifive exertion, hefitated, and with the imbecility and little craft in¬ 
herent to Afiatic policy, he had rccourfc to temporizing mcafuies. 

The views of his miniflcr. Rajah Ticket Roy, a man timid, 
irrefolute, and deftitute of every qualification above that of a mcic 
accomptant, were eafily led to encourage the wcaknefs of his malur. 
This minifter forefaw and dreaded the difficulties in which lie mull 
unavoidably be involved, fhould vigorous mcafures be purfued. 

An empty treafury, a deranged fyftem of finance, a weak go¬ 
vernment, deeply anticipated revenue, and an impoveriflied country, 
afforded but flender means for fupplying, not only the ncceffiiry ex- 
pences of the war, but alfo to provide for the parade and extrava- 



A. u. 179-1-] APPENDIX, II. 235 

gaiice of liis iovcreir^n, whole cliilJillily expenfive turn he knen^ 
woiilti not fail of elilpl.iyinp-its pomp on this cccalion. He viewed 
witli affright the cmh.ari.iriments that threatened him, and hoped, 
fty accommoelation, to efeape the impending difficulties, and, at 
ti'.e fame time, l>y a large imdct, to raife a temporary relief to the 
exigences ;u' tla; date. 

'.riie vizir and his minillers, although from different motives, 
w ere united in a elefirc to accommodate, tempted by tlic magnitude 
of the fum* now-^ offered, as Nuzzefanah, by Cbolaum Mahomed. 
But, however ffrong the neceffity of the one, or the extravagance 
of the other, yet neither would venture on a dccilivc ffep in an af¬ 
fair fo important, without confulting their allies, the Engliffi, who 
were guarantees to the Jaghire Dar by the treaty of Loll Dong. 

Accordingly, the vizir communicated the circumffances of the 
event to the Britifla refident at Lucknow, who conveyed the inti¬ 
mation to the fupreme board in Calcutta; at the fame time, his 
excellency declared his intention to abide by the advice of that go¬ 
vernment. 

It was fuppofed by ’many, that jthe Britifh government would 
take no part in the bufinefs, and had they been dclirous of avoiding 
trouble, there exiffed a plaufible pretext for permitting the vizir to 
follow his own inclinations. 

It was, however, juftly confidered, that were the Englifh, under 
• Twenty-two lacks of rupees. 
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the circumftances of their known and intimate connedion with the 
vizir, to overlook this foul murder, «nd fuficr fo heinous a crime 
to go unpuniflied, it would be a condud utterly unworthy and dif- 
honourable, and would not fail to derogate from the national cha- 
rader, in the eyes of the princes of Hindoflaun. 

Aduated by fo generous a principle, the Britifh government came 
to the determination to ■difpoffefs and punilh the rebel, and in pur- 
fuance of this refolution, the two brigades which are Rationed in 
Oude, by treaty, were ordered to take the field. Sir Robert 
Abercrombie, the commander in chief, being at that time on a 
tour to infped the troops at the upper Rations of the army, was 
requefted to undertake the expedition, and for that purpofe, was in- 
vefled with the nwft ample authority, and affifted by the co-opera¬ 
tion of the refident at Lucknow. 

Preparatory to the commencement of the campaign, the com¬ 
mander in chief was inftruded to arrange and concert meafures with 
the vizir, for the future government of the jaghire. Sir Robert 
Abercrombie accordingly had a meeting with his highnefs at Dula- 
mow, on the banks of the Ganges. He there explained to the vizir, 
in the fulleft and moft diflind manner, that the Englifli were deter¬ 
mined to remove the murderer, Gholaum Mahomed, for ever, from 
any fhare in the government of Rampore, and that whatever part 
of the jaghire it might hereafter be deemed proper to beftow on 
the Rohilias, d mull be conferred upon the infant Jon of the de- 
ccafed Jaghire Dar. 
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The vizir, it is laid, was not lefs hurt at the didlatoriaj ilrain of 
this communication, than diffatisfied with its tenor (fo averfe to his 
own wifhes) or the withes of his minifter. They looked to im- 
' mediate advantage, and eager to feize the golden prize, and both 
being devoid of every idea ,of national charadter, laughed to fcorn 
the infatuation, and folly of expending blood and treafure, for what, 
in their own lingular phrafeology, they deemed “ A Nanu*,’’ 

The Nuwaub, exhibiting fymptoms of difaffedtion, was finally 
given to undcrlland, that without, he explicitly acquiefeed in the 
above points, that the Britilh government would take no part in the 
bufinefs. 

• 

Immediate compliance enfued, and Sir Robert Abercrombie pro¬ 
ceeded, with all expedition, to Cawnpore, and from that place to 
Futty Ghur, where he arrived, and alfumed the command of the 
army on the 7th of Odlober, 1794; the troops began to crofs the 
Ganges at Futty Ghur, and the Cawnpore brigade having joined, 
the army was formed a few days after on the banks of the Gamberah 
river. 

Meanwhile the vizir had been colledling his army, which con- 
filled of a numerous and undifeiplined rabble of infantry, and about 
2000 horfe j and, for the fake of an ofientatious difplay of pomp, 
200 pieces of cannon, fome of them of very large dimenfions, 
were dragged along with the multitude. 

Mis highnefs quitted Lucknow on the 13th of Odlober, and. 
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though by eafy marclics, he might cafil} have come up with the 
Britifli general and joined forces, ]ie,<j on the contrary, appeared 
defirous to remain in the rear, and, notwitldianding the prcfTing and 
urgent folicitations of the Eiigliih rcfidcnt, and General Mai tin,' 
•\viio attended his camp, he could not be perfuaded to advance. 

Being folicitcd to fend on, at kail, a body of cavalry, he declined 
the propofal, and it v,as not until the day after the adtion, that any 
of the vizir’s army joined the Britifh, Our narration muff now 
lead us to the fituation of the Englifh army, in which nothing ma¬ 
terial occurred until the 24th infhant, when it encamped on the banks 
of the Sunkrah, a fmall river, about five miles in advance of Bc- 
reilly, upon the high road to Rampore. 

In the evening of that day an officer, was ordered out with a 
party of troopers to patrole three or four miles in front, and repot t 
any occurrence to the general. Idiat officer reported that T500 of 
the enemy’s horfe were advanced as far as Millik, a village about 
fifteen miles from the Britifli encampment, and that fome horfemen, 
about noon, had been feen examining the paffiage of the Doo Jouh, 
a fmall river in front, and within the vizir’s territories. 

On*the 25th, the Englifli preferved the'fame pofition, tlu ir fiont, 
to the Rampore road, and the Sunkra river, covering their lear, 
and, by a winding diredtion, protedfing alfo tlic right flank, fo that 
it could only bff attacked, either on the left or in front, and in either 
cafe to the difad vantage of the opponents. 
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About two o’cloci;, P. M, of this day, the commander in chief 
was aftonilhed at (he intelligence that the' Rohillas, in full force-, 
were crolLing tlie Doo jorah, accompanied l>y the cavalry ot the 
line. The general advanced to a fmall eminence in front, to ob- 
fefvc the motions of the eiyeiny. A meffage from Gholaum Ma¬ 
homed eyas, :jt this time, brought with a letter to the geneial, which 
Sir Robert w otild not receive, but dcfircd the meffenger might be 
dircdlcd to return, and acquaint his mailer, that thc.Britifli com¬ 
mander would hold no communication with him, until he retired 
within the Rainporc boundary, and totally evacuated the territories 
of the vizir, the invaiion of which was highly improper, and ad¬ 
ded much to the atrocity of his crime. That the Rohillas would^ 
be allowed until the evening of the ne.^t day to withdraw their 
troops, winch, if they did not, the EngliflT. w'ould confider and 
treat them as enemies. 


To this noanfwx'r was returned, but on the 26th of Odfober the 
enemy appeared in a menacing and hoflde manner, fpreading over 
the plain in irregular and confuled, tliough luimcrous, columns. 

The o-cncral who had been to reconnoitre, returned to camp, and 
left one of his aids d-c camp to give timely notice of the enemy’s 
mot;on<^. The enemy continuing to advance, and form, in an 
irregular manner, the Britilh troops were immediately ordered to> 
prepare for ad ion. 

7’hc firfl brigade, confifling of the 13th native battalion, the 2d 
European regiment, and the 18th native, with the two regiments ^ 
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of cavalry, formed the referve, and compofcd the right a\ itig of (he 
army. The 3d brigade, confiding of f&ur native battalions, for.v.Cvl 
the left wing, and the 2d brigade, of equal drength, comj'oie.i tin- 

center. To each battalion in the line were attached two sruns, and 

« 

the grand park of artillery was polled, "in the interval, betuqen tlie 
center divifion and the left wing. I'rom an eminence .in front, 
which the enemy were unaccountably permitted to occupy, they foon 
commenced an harmlefs cannonade; their guns being greatly elevated, 
the fhot paded over the Britidr line. About ten, y\. M. tlic line 
being regularly formed, two guns, the fignal to advance, were fired 
in the center. The Englidi troops began to advance, and continued 
to prefs forward with great ardour, until they met the enemy, whe^ 
came on with unexampled refolution and determincd^ferocity, upon 
the points of their bayonets, fword in hand. The Britifh artillery 
and mufketry did great execution ; but could not entirely check the 
firft onfet. The moll defperate effort of the Rohillas was made on 
the right of the referve, where Colonel Burlington commanded, and 
fell. The cavalry who were on the right flank, commanded by 
Captain Ramfay, when the enemy had advanced to about eight) 
paces, fuddenly wdieeled to the left, by order of their commanding 
officer, who led them into the rear of the referve. The fuddennefs 
of this unexpcdlcd and difgraceful movement, 'and the charge which 
the enemy were thereby infpired to make on the rear, threw the ca¬ 
valry into confufion, and left the gallant 13th battalion entirely ex- 
pofed : this the enemy perceiving, threw themfelves with the utmofl 
violence upon the flank of that corps, and many of them having 
turned its rear, the whole right wing of the battalion were cut to 
pieces. Captain Macleod the commandant, a gallant and experi- 

4 
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cnced oflicer, together wifli four of his fubalterns, fell; this corps 
preffed upon the Europcj^n regiment, which being alfo brilkly at¬ 
tacked, were thrown into a like confufion. The Europeans, in 
turn, crowded upon the i8(l) battalion, and, notwithftanding the 

fteadinefs and exertion of that corps, animated by the prefence of 

» 

their gallant leader, Major Bolton, much deftrudlion was committed 
in a few minutes. The body of the enemy that made this im- 
prclhon on the referve, had fuffered much themfelves, but in the 
tumult, had paffed through the intervals occafioned by the diforder, 
and were in the rear of the European regiment, when a part of the 

f 

cavalry, which had, by the greateft exertions of the fubaltern olK- 
cers, been rallied, returned back to the attack, and prevented further 
mifehief. The other divifions of the line having maintained an 

a 

undaunted face throughout the whole of the battle, refillance on 
the part of the Rohillas, at length, entirely ceafed, and after a clofe 
adtion of an hour and forty minutes, fcarce a man of the enemy 
was to be fecn. 

I'hc Britifli line halted a few minutes on the field of battle to let 
the troops breatlic, after which, they purfued the enemy to the Doo 
Jorah river, on the oppofite banks of which their camp was ftill 
fhinding; this was .plundered by the vizir’s horfemen, who, ac¬ 
cording to cuftom, had come up after the action, and whiift the 
Englifli line was halted, to mark out their encampment, thefe ban¬ 
ditti reaped the reward due to the valour of their allies. 

The Rohilla force, from (he moft authentic accounts, confifted 
of 30,000 infantry, and about 4000 horfo they had nearly aooo 
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men killed, and as many wounde j ; whilll; the Dritilli had to regret 
a dear-bought vidlovy, in the lots ot 6oc^nrcn and fourteen ofiicers '*, 
men of tried reputation in tlicir pjotefnon, and who had i'ouglit 
under the banners of Coote and Cornw allis. 


On the 27th, the army halted to inter the dead, and take care of 
the wounded, who were lent back to Bercilly tire fame day, where 
an hofpital was formed for their reception. On the 29th, the army 

f 

reached and took pofTcffion of the city of Ramporc, the capit.d of 
the Rohilla jaghirc, and excepting the w idow and family of hla- 

9 

hom.ed Ali, icarcc a Rohillah remained in the place, the whole hav¬ 
ing evacuated the town the day fucceeding the battle. 

The Britiflr general then deemed it eligible to give up the town 
to the management of the vizir, whofe people accordingly took 
poflclTion. 

Intelligence of the retreat of the Rohillas into the Almora hills, 
which extend along the eaflern boundary of Rohilcund, having been 
received, the Britilh army advanced by eafy marches, and on the <;th 
of November, encamped at the village of Puttah, at the foot ol the 

* Names of the officers killed in the aciJion of the 26th ©ddober, i 794.— Jnfaiitiy 
Colonel Burrington, Major Bolton, Captain Maclcod, Captain Mawbey. Lieuteiuml^ ; 
W. Odell, W. Hinckfinan, John Plumcr, jofeph Richardfon, T. Cummings, Z. 
Birch. Wounded: Major R. Bruce, T. Edwards. Lieutenants; R. Adams, Lewis 
Thomas, T. Robertfon, J. P. Pigot, cavalry. Artillery: Killed; Captain Mordaiint. 
Lieutenants: E. Bakgr, J. Tilfer. Wounded: (fince dead) Captain Wells, brigade 
major. It may be interefting to the friends of thefe gallant officers, to learn that the 
Britifh government have directed a monument to be erctSlcd over their remains, on the 
fpot where they fell. 
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before-mentioned hills. The fame day, Syud Khan, a confidential 
perfon, was difpatched by Qholaum Mahomed into the Englifb 
camp, with propofals on the part of his mailer, that he (Gholaum 
Mahomed) would deliver himftlf up to the Englilh, with the pro- 
vilion of perfonal fafefy to himfelf, and an alTurancc from the Bri- 
tilh general, that the honour of his family Ihould be prelervcd in¬ 
violate. The Englilli commander readily acquiefeed in the propofal, 
and about,one o’clock next day, the Rohilla chief was met at a 
Ihort dillance from the Britilh camp, by the relident at Lucknow, 
and by him condu<fted to the general’s tent. He was accompanied 
by his younger brother, a youth of 17 years of age, and two of 
his firdars, Syud Khan and Omar Khan, the latter of whom was 
an old foldicr, who had Ihared the fortunes of the late Fizoolah 
Khan, at Loll Dong, and ferved him from that period until his 
death. 

Gholaum Mahomed having thus furrendered his perfon, it was 
reafonably fuppofed that matters would fpeedily be brought to a con- 
clulionj it foon, however, appeared, that that chief had, by the 
natural craft and corrupt turn of his own difpolition, been led to 
hope that bribes, and the all-powerful influence of gold, would Hill 
fecure him pofleflion of* the jaghire.* The treafures of his late fa¬ 
ther, amounting to an immehfe fum, which had been amafled by a 
feries of the moll prudent induftry and rigid economy, were in his 
hands, and, though regardlefs of either honour or honefty, he had 
obfervation fulficient to hope that his treafures would not only gild 
his crimes, but mollify his enemies, and proveperfuafive advocates 
in his favour; in this, however, he failed; and though he poll tivcly 
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offered the immcnfe fiim of a lack of gold mohurs to the refidcnt, 
another to the general, and a third to '.he company, if he could be' 
retained in the Neabot or deputyfliip of the jaghire, he was given 
to underffand by Mr. Cherry, that he muft for ever abandon every 
hope of that nature, and that neither the jaghire, nor even pertniiTion* 
to refide within'its precinds, would ever be granted him. After 
this ineffedual ftruggle, feme days paffed without any thing being 
determined, and Gholaum Mahomed, either affeded, or really not- 
polTefling any influence over his obftinate countrymen, ftill kept aloof 
from decision, which the general perceiving, and that by patience" 
and forbearance matters were only more procraftinated, it was deter¬ 
mined to confider the Rohilla chief entirely out of the queftion, and 
the plan of a feparate negotiation with the chiefs in the Rohilla 
camp' vns adopted. A* general- pardon was offered to thofe mif- 
giilded men arid theif^'adherents, on their fubmiflion to the vizir. 
Thei/iroops had permiflTion to depart to their refpedive homes, and 
a?jaghire of tifeti lacks of rupees, excluding th^ town of Rampore, 
witff’ offered to Ahumud Aii Khan, the infant fon of the murdered 
NriWanbj thefe terms, however reafonable and confonant to the li¬ 
beral policy which aduated Sir Robert Abercrombie throughout the 
Whole of' thefe tranfadions, were, rteVerthelefs, rejeded, and many 
evafions and extravaganiP demairdfe were made oti the part of the 
enemy. 

On^the fathr of November, hoWevcf< GholatHn Mahemsed, ap- 
pitthenfive lhatehe other chiefs would no<M make terms for them* 
fflves'r or jffobaUy' (a8,;appea«d j«ri^echl^*tbe coneliwSon) aduated- 
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by more dcceptiows motives, agreed to fend letters to the 'EoVilk 
camp, with pofitive orders to^his fudars to fend out this family and 
treafures. Syud Khan was intrufted with the miffion, and he being 
detained by the Rohillas, and no anfwer returned, Omar Khan, 
with* pretended anxiety to effeiil an accommodation, propofed to 
vifit the ca,mp, /tnd doubted not of his prevailing over hi§ country¬ 
men to accede to terms. 

« 

To this Sir Robert Abercrombie, adiuatcd by the humane defire 
of terminating the war without a farther effufion of blood, yielded 
his afifent: Omar Khan went, but never returned. 

It was now difeovered, from various channels, that Gholaum 
Mahomed himfelf, notwithftanding his profeffions of obedience, 
was the foie caufe of the obftinate delay of his countrymen, wiA 
whom he had kept up a fecret correfpondence, and urged the chiefs, 
who were his creatures, not to accept of any terms in which his 
reftoration to the jaghire was not a primary article; and he afifured 
them, that being refolute and unanimous in this point, they would 
infure fuccefs. 

It was therefore determined to bryig matters, at once, to an ififue. 
In the evening of the 3d of December, an infolent and contemptuous 
letter arrived in the JEnglifh camp ; in that letter, after repeating a 
feries of extravagant demands, they concluded with thefe remark¬ 
able words, “ If, after this.reprefcntalion, our reqiiejfts be denied, 
it will be confpicuous thro.ughout the empire of Hindoftaun, that 
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in the days of Ufuf Al Dowlah, aflifted by the Englilh Company, 
the Rohilla nation was extirpated.” < 

The drift of this letter was eafily feen through, and at 12 o’clock 
on the fame night, Gholaum Mahomed was fent off under charge 
of a regirnent of cavalry, who were ordered to cfcort him, to Takoor 
Duwarah, a place about twenty miles diftance from the camp : he 
was then delivered over to Colonel Baillie, of the ift native bat¬ 
talion, who had been advanced to receive him, Ihould this meafurc 
be deemed neceflary; that officer carried him on twenty, miles far¬ 
ther, fo that by ten o’clock next day he was forty miles didant from 
his friends. The next morning, after fending in a proclamation to 
theRohillas, which was declared to be final, offering pardon, if they 
would fubmit, and notifying the vizir’s intention to beffow a jaghire 
upon the infant fon of the deceafed Nuytaub; but in the event of 
farther refiftance, they muff: expedt to meet with exemplary pu- 
nifhment. 

The Britiffi army then moved down to within a mile of the Ro¬ 
hilla intrcnchments, and the outpoffs of both armies exchanged a 
few fhots, but without any mifehief to either party. 

The good effe<Sls of this proclamation were foon apparent: con¬ 
vinced that by the departure of their chief, all hope of his reffora- 
tion was at an end, and that the Englifh were determined to adl with 
vigor, the Rojjillas, at length, began to treat with fincerity. A 
cefTation of arms took place on the 5th; but there being fuch a va¬ 
riety of claffiing intereds to reconcile and to fettle, and arrange the 
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felecflion of the new jaghire, it was not until the 7th inftant ihe pre¬ 
liminary articles were figned*'. On the 9th, the treafures of the late 


* Tranflation of the preliminary engagement between the Nuwaub Vizir U 1 Mu- 
malick Afof Jah Afof Ul Dowla Ychihch Khan Buhadre Huzzubber Jung, the Englifli 
Company, and the Rohilla tribe. 

Article I. When this preliminary engagement ihall be executed, hoftilitids lhall 
ccafc between the Nuwaub Vizir Ul Mumalick Afof Jah Buhadre and his allies, and 
the Rohilla army. 

Art. II. The Nuwaub Vizir Ul Mumalick Afof Jah Buhadre agrees that he has 
pardoned the family of the Nuwaub Fizoolah Khan, deceafed, and their adherents, the 
faults which they have committed. 

Art. III. The Rohilla army agree that they will give over, in depofit, to the 
Company, whatever may remain of the treafure of Fizoolah Khan, deceafed.—That 
Gholaum Mahomed Khan has delivered an account of* the treafure which was left by, 
the Nuwaub Fizoolah Khan at his'death, to the period that he had-charge of it. 
From that treafure the fum of 14,000 gold mohurs has been,expended fince Gholaum 
Mahomed Khan left the Rohilla camp, this being dedtafted, the balance is the fum* 
demanded. 


Art. IV. The Nuwaub Vizir Ul Mumalick Afof Jah Buhadre agrees, that he 
will beftow on Ahomed Ally Khan, the grandfon of the Nuwaub Fizoolah Khan, de¬ 
ceafed, mohuls in jaghire at the annual Jumma of ten lacks of rupees, and that the 
town of Rampore (hall be a part of tlie faid jaghire ; and as Ahomed Ally Khan is a 
minor, therefore NulTur Ulli Khan Buhadre, fon of Abdoola Khan, deceafed, fliall 
be nominated the guardian of Ahmed Ally Khan, and the manager of the faid jaghire, 
until Ahomed Ally Khan lhall arrive at the jge of twenty one years.' 


Art. V. When the Rohilla army fliall have given over the treafure, as is expreffed 
in the third article, the armies of the Nuwaub Vizir Ul Mumalick Afof Jah Buhadre, 


and of the Englifli Company, fliall march from hence, and tlic Rohilla army fliall dif- 


perfe, and go wherever they tJjjink proper. Done at Putta Ghaut in the Englifli camp,, 
this 5th Jemmaud Ul Owul, r2o9Hijerah, December 7, 1794* 


The feal of the Nuwaub Vizir 
Ul Mumalick Afof Ul Dowla 
Afof jah Ychihch Khan Buhadre 
Huzzubber Jung. 

(LS) 


The feal of Mr. Geo. Fre¬ 
derick Cherry on the part of 
the Englifli Company as gua¬ 
rantee to the above articles.. 

(LS) 


'I'he feal of Nuffur Ulli, 
Khan. 

(LS) 
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Fizoolah 'Khan, amounting to three lacks and 80,000 gold mohiirs, 
were delivered up to the Britiili genera'i; and on the following day, 
the armies commenced their march on their return. When the army 
arrived at Bereilly, it was announced, in orders, that his highuefs, 
the vizir, intended to prefent the troops with a donati on of eleven 
lacks of rupees, part of the treafure which had been feht into the 
Englifli camp, and w^as delivered over to the vizir; this was imme¬ 
diately done, by paying it into the hands of the refident at Lucknow’, 
and the remainder the vizir carried to Lucknow. 

i 

Thus terminated a revolution, w’hich, though at tlic hill appear¬ 
ance exhibited but a flight fpeck in the political horizon of Hin- 
dollaun, had, ncverthelcfs, by a variety of circumllanccs and inci¬ 
dental caufes during its progn^fs, threatened to prove fatal to the 
interefts of Great Britain, or, at leaft, of giving a fevere check to 
their authority. To hazard conjedlure on an objedl of fo great 
importance, may furely be deemed excufeablc, and if it fliould ferve 
to llimulate exertion, and animate the condudl of a wife and well- 
ordered government, to the prefervation and permanency of tlic va¬ 
luable poflTeffions of Great Britain in the call, the obfervation will 
not h^ve been made in vain. Of the prefent jaghire, as fettled by 
the late treaty, it yet remains toTpeak; it is fituated in the finell 
part of Rohilcund, and the jaghire is bounded on the north by the 
town of Akberbad, on the fouth by Millik, on the eaft by Roodcr- 
pore, at the foot of the Almora hills, and o» the weft by the village 
of Safeny ; it ‘is in length about feventy miles, and thirty-fix in 
breadth; the circumference of the jaghire is 291 miles, and contains 
about $00 populous villages ; the foil, in common with the reft of 
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Rohilcund, is a black rich loam, ihterfperfed in fome places'with’ 
red earth; the moft fruitful * parts are the center and fouth-weft 
boundary. The face of the country throughout prefents a delightful' 
view of large groves of mangoc trees, agreeably diverfified with 
gentle cleclivijies and afeents alternately. This valuable jaghire is 
watered by feveral rivers, betides fmallcr ftreams, which Contribute 
la fertili^^e and embellilli it. Among the principal are the Ram- 
gonga and Coffillah, which have been deferibed in the former part 
of this work. 

The jaghire, though fo highly favoured by nature, has, never- 
thelefs, been much atTiftcd by the induftfious fpirit of its inhabi¬ 
tants, aided by the wife and benevolent intiitutions of the late Fi- 
zoolah Khan. 

Throughout his whole territory, that prince caufed aquedtidls' to*, 
be made, which traverfe the corn fields in all directions j-they'are 
fufficicntly broad and deep. In the eaftern confines, near the Al- 
mora hills, the inhabitants avail themfeivcs of the numerous ftreams, 
which flow from the mountains, by making artificial, dams ; and, 
at the proper feafons, inundate their lands, which is of particular 
benefit to the early crops. All thefc^advantages give the country the 
appearance of an highly cultivated garden. 

Sugar cane, rice, and tobacco, are produced in the greatefl abdn- 
(terice, and of the befl: quality j the canes are from eight to ten fefet 
high, and the crops of wheat, barley, and various kinds of graini, 
ate notfe«i§ inferior to the moft cultivated parts- of Hindoftaun j the. 
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principal manufadure of this jaghire is coarfe cotton cloth, which 
is exported actofs the Ganges into the Doo Ah, and other parts of 
the vizir’s dominions, as are hkcwife great quantities of grain, fugar, 
and tobacco. 

Rampoie, which is the capital both of tlie former and prefent 
jaghire, is a large town lituated on the weflern bank of the Cofilla 
river; it is about four miles in circumference, and furrounded by a 
thick hedge of bamboo, within which are mud fortifications, to¬ 
tally incapable of refiftance. 7 lie town is large, but the Ifrcets, as 
common throughout Alia, arc narrow. Tlicre is, however, a very 
good bazar, and hkewife a mofque, both of them the work of 
Fizoolah Khan; during the life-time of that chief, Ramporc was 
fuppofed to contaip ioo,ooo inhabitants; but fmee the late revolu¬ 
tion, great numbers of the Rohillas, in confequence of the reduced 
eftablifhment, have quitted the place, and retired with their families 
in queft of a maintenance. 

The prefent jaghire is properly divided into two parts, Rampore, 
called alfo Muftafabad, and Shah-Abad, The late treaty fixed the 
valuation of the revenues at lO lacks and 70,000 rupees per annum ; 
but the above eftimate was made from a comparative ftaternent of 
the Jurnma, or general colledion of twenty-two lacks. There is 
feafon to fuppofe that the part now occupied by the Rohillas, is ca¬ 
pable of yielding a much larger fum; and if the induftrious fpirit 
of its inhabitavits obtains permanency, it will continue to incrcafe in 
value annually *. 

* During a furvey which was made by Captain James Mouatt, of the Bengal mgi- 
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As a conclulivc remark, it may be obferved, that in whatever di¬ 
rection we traverfe the dominions of the late Fizoolah Khan, the 
fame induftry and attention to cultivation is exhibited; and every 
g(;ncrous mind will doubtlefs join in a cordial wifli, tifet no ambi¬ 
tious t>r ferbeious chief will again difturb its internal peace and tran¬ 
quillity.* 

nerrs, by Order of government, in the years 1795-6, to afeertain the boundaries of 
tlic jagbire, the author, who accompanied that gentleman, had an opportunity of a 
perfon.il iiifpcftion of every part of it, and from his inquiries and converfations with 
many intcliigent natives, he has been enabled to prefent the above documents. 
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Tranjlation of a Letter from the Prinee Mirza yuwaun Bukht 
Jehaundar Shah, eldef Son of Shah-Aulum, to his Majefy 
George 111 . King of Great Britain, mentioned in Page 157. 

EXORDIUM*—INVOCATION TO THE DEITY. 

I 

“ O THOU whofe praife is the firft objod: of the light and 

* 

“ fplendour of dignified nature, with the celebration of which the 
“ thoughts and adlions of the moft exalted monarchs ought ever to 
“ commence; the dazzling brightnefs of whofe purity emanates like 
“ the fun over the face of the whole creation, and the myfierious 
“ power of whofe mighty arni is univerfally difplayed from the 
“ lowcft earth to the higheft heavens. Counfel and aflifi: in thy 
“ mercy, thy chofen prophet, Mahomed, whom thou hafi; appointed 
“ the mefienger of thy truth to the children of men, and Jfrengthen 
“ and confirm his righteous defeendants, and followers and compa- 
“ nions, who are the foundation of the right way! 

“To the mofi: illuflrious prince, adorning the univerfe, in dig- 

• All the letters from princes and great men throughout Afia arc introduced with a 
liinilar exordium. For the Iniha or formula, the render may confult the Ayecn 
Akbary of Mr. Gladwin, or Dr. Balfour’s ingenious tranflation of the Inflia Her- 
kevun. 


I I ^ 
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“ nity like Feridoon*, the monarch diftributing juflice over the world, 
“ cherifher of friends, i!hd dreadful avenger of enemies, whofe 
“ throne is rcfplendent as that of Alexander, and magnificent as 
“ Givn/Jjtd'f, of afped brilliant as the fun, and of aufpicious fortune, 

the mof^ exalted King qf England, great as Darius %, wife, mag- 
“ nanimous,.lord of royal infignia, who colleds tribute from mighty 
“ kingdoms, be it knozvn and tmdcrjiood; Prior to this addrefs, your 
“ fupphant has in the mofi: explicit manner reprefented to the throne 

“ the afylum of the univerfe, that the difiurbances which have arifen 

« 

“ within the empire of Hindoftailn, the dilfenfions among the no- 
“ bility and Omrahs of high renown, the rebellious defigns of the 
“ wicked, plots, treafons and confpiracies of difobedient fubjeds, 
“ have been related to you by order of the imperial prelencc our re- 
“ nowned fovereign and venerable parent, (the Khakan § of the 
“ world, the bright taper‘of devotion of the great lord of the con- 
“ jundion (Sahib Keraun 1 |), and refplendent torch of the family of 
“ (Goorgaun^) to the Nuwaub of exalted dignity, Mr. Haftings, 
“ Behauder, governor-general, that he might come to the aid and 
“ afhflance of the royal family. 

“ In this expedation for a period of four years we (the prince) 

* A king of Perfia famous for his jufiice. 

1 A king of Pcrfia wlio is related to have built the palace of Pcrfepolis. 

J Darius tlic fon of Hyftafpes or Kiflit-Afp. 

§ Khakan, a Scythian or Mogul title, according to hiftorians firft adopted by the 
great Timoor on his conqueft of Tartary, and fubfequently affumed by all his pofterity 
who fat on the throne of Hindoftaun. 

I Sahib Keraun. From an aufpicious combination of the planets at the time of his 
nativity, or according to others, on his acceffion to the regal dignity. 

f Goorgaun—the family from whom Timoor was defeended. 
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^ *\a.c ^_jolx5w1 
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“ have rcfided with our friends the Englifh, and our brother dear 
“ as life the vizir of the empire, and during that period we have 
“ not failed to folicit from the counfellors of the Eaft-India Com- 
“ pany the reftoration of our imperial authority, and the re-eftabli(h- 
“ me»t of <|ur paternal dominions. 

“ During this interval, from the relaxed ftate of the government, 
“ and, in confequence of the arrival of the deceitful Marhattas, and of 
“ Sinduih (who is chief of the feditioj-is) thofe difturbanccs and rebel- 
“ lions increafing in tenfold proportion have augmented the diflrefs 
“ of our augufl parent; and notwithflanding the wholcfome advice 
“ and filutary council given from the throne to the aforefaid chief to 
“ conciliate the attachment of the ancient nobility, and extend protec- 
“ tion to the diftrefled peafantry (a condiufl which, under divine fa- 

t 

“ vour, gives fecurity and permanency to empire) that ungrateful 
“ chief, regardlcfs of the royal will, has edabliihcd himfelf in con- 
“ tinned and unvaried oppofition, until, having by his improper con- 
“ dudl exafperated the Rajahs and princes of our empire, and particu- 
“ larly the moft illullrious prince of Jynaghur, the pillar of fidelity, 
“ Maharajah Pertaub Sing, as likewife the ruler of Joudpore, both of 
“ u horn arc allied by blood to the royal family. Thole warlike chiefs, 
“ uniting to punilh the fource of oppfeihon, gave him battle, and de- 
“ feated him, fo that, deprived of his office of Ameer Ai Omruh, or 
“ chiel of nobles, he fell at once from thefummitoi imperial favour, 
“ and was precipitated into the abyfs of annihilation and contempt. 

“ Amidft thefe vicifiitudes of fortune, the machinations of the rc- 
“ bellious increafed to an extent almoll immeafurable. 


1 



2 ^S APPENDIX, III. 

“ On one. fide, GhoLium Caudir Khan (fon of the deteftcd Afghaun 
“ Zabita Khan, whofc wliolc life was employed in confpiring againll 
“ the fafety of the liatc) has ercdled the fiandard of rebellion. His 
“ example encouraging others, the difturbances became fo formi- 
“ dable as to penetrate even to the thrcfiiold of the impeyal palace, 
“ fo that our auguA parent was ncccllitatcd to adopt the moA ftre- 
“ nuous efforts to extinguiffi this deffrueffive fire. 

“ For this purpofe, hedifpatchcd repeated and urgent commands 
“ to this your fuppliant, as likewilc to the governor-general of high 
“ dignity (^Earl Cornwallis) as fo our dear brother the vizir of the 
“ empire, to come to the afliftance of the imperial court. 

“ But it appearing that on the arrival of the imperial demand, 
“ neither the governor-general or the vizir; of the empire had re- 
“ ccived your majeffy’s commands to that effedl, they were of 
“ confequence conffrained to withhold the afliffance required. 

“ We, therefore, girding the loins of circumfpciffion with the belt 
“ ot rtfolution, and calling our eyes towards future events, and the 
“ mercies of divine providence in this fformy ocean of our diffrefs, 
“ rely on your majeffy for the refforation of our authority; and if 
“ your majeffy, who adorns the throne of the univerfe, will gracioufly 
“ condefeend to iffueyour high commands to the governor-general to 
“ eftedt the rel^oration of the royal authority in thefe kingdoms, 
“ puniffi our rebellious fubjedls, and re-eftablifli the auguft: houfe of 
“ Timoor, fuch condudt will be perfectly confiffent with the dictates 
“ of generofity and the ufages of fovereign princes; and finally, the 
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“ refiilf of this kind interpofition bycdablifliing the repofc of the pco- 
“ pic of God, and aifording^eace and plenty to adiEradled empire, 
“ will render your Majelly’s name renowned among the princes of 
“ the earth. 

“ As oilr honoured parent, his imperial majedy, bound by every 
tie of gratitude, regards your majedy as a brother dearer than life, 
“ fo this your fuppliant hopes to be honoured by the endearing appel- 
“ lation of your nephew. 

“ por the red, may the fun of your majedy’s grandeur and pro- 
fperity be perpetually refplcndent in the fphere of glory and aufpi- 
“ cious fortune ” 


The nlwvc letter was written at^ie commencement of the year 1787, previous to the 
prince’s departure from Lucknow to Delhi *lic laft time; tliougli the autlior has not 
been able to learn from the moft diligent inquiry whether it was ever fent to England, 
Init as tlic fubjedf-matter of it contains a faithful pidlure of the wretched flate of the 
rnval family at that period,’ he has deemed it worthy of infertion. 


To Major Oufely, whofe acquifitions in caftern literature have already 
fo much benefited the Public, the author begs leave to offer his hearty 
thanks for the ufe of the elegant Perfian type of the above letter, with¬ 
out which affiftance he ftiould have fuftained much inconvenience. 


K K 



APPENDIX, IV 


written by SHAH-AULUM c^ter the 
Lqfs of bis Sight. 


Lo jSjlT o? j pLi_; A i jj 
Li* aT 

L« aT o_y>o t-«^ 

ItfO aI" «Xxi4l A 

L« i^l^a«Xw ^ ikXji 
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s 
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^ Q**^ J*" £*•*’ 
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Free Tranjlation, in Verfe^ of an Elegy compofed by Shah-Aulum 
after the lofs of his Sights as quoted in chapter lOth, page i8o. 

* WHERE with bright pomp thoHatcly domes arife, 

In yqn dark tower an aged monarch lies, 

Forlorn, dejeded, blind, replete with woes. 

In tears his venerable afped fhews; 

As through the lonely courts t bent my way. 

Sounds ftruck my ear, which faid, or feem’d to fay, 

“ Lo, the dire tempeft gathering fjom afar, 

“ In dreadful clouds has dimm'd the imperial ftar; 

“ Has to the winds,'and broad expanfe of heaven, 

“ My ftate, my royalty, and kingdom given j 
“ Time was, O King, when clothed in power fupreme, 

“ Thy voice was heard, and natioris hail’d the theme; 

“ Now fad reverfe, for fordid luft of gold, 

“ By traitorous wiles, thy throne and empire fold. 


* I have thought the firft fiK lines, which are merely Introdudory, and cararot be 
accounted any part of the original, to be better calculated to give fatisfa«aion to the 
reader, than an abrupt commencement of the elegy, as in the king s own words. 

K K a 
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“ See yon fierce Afghan* with intemperate hailc, 

** Gleams like a meteor through the palace vvalic, 

“ Frowning, terrific, threatens with a grave 
“ Thy progeny, O Timoor, good and brave i 
“ Yet, not the treatment from th’ inhuman foe, 

“ Not all my kingly ftatc in dull, laid low, 

“ Can to this breafl: fuch torturing pain impart, 

As does, O Nazir-f*, thy dctcllcd art ; 

“ But tho* too late, the day of reckoning come. 

The tyrant whom thou fcrvMfi; has fcaPd thy doom, 

I 

“ Has hurled thee, rebel, headlong from the height 
Of power abufed, and dono thy fovereign right : 

“ Chafie partners,pf my bed, and joys ferene, 

“ Once my delight, but now how charged the fccne ! 

“ Condemned with me in plaintive ftrains to mourn, 

“ The fcanty pittance from our offspring torn ! 

“ The viper, whom with foflering care I nurfi:, 

“ Deep in my bofom plants his fiing accurfi:; 

“ Riots in blood, and heedlcfs of his word, 

“ Pants for the ruin of his fovereign lord. 

“ Nobles ingratc;]:, upheld by power and pride, 

“ To whom our favours never were denied ; 

t 

“ Sec to what mifery and dire difgrace. 

Your perfidy accurfed, has brought a royal race : 

* Gholaum CaiuUr Khan. 

C 

t Munfoor Ali Khan, fuperintendant of the houfehold. 

% The Mogul nobility who abandoned the king on die approach of die rebels. 
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“ Bright northern ftar from Cabul’s realms advance,* 

“ Imperial Timoor* poize the avenging lante. 

“ On thcfc vile traitors quick dcflrudion pour, 

“ Rcdrcfs my wrongs, and kingly rights rellore; 

“ The« too ,'^0 Sindiah, illyflrious chief,,/ 

“ Who once didfl promife to aiford relief; 

“ Thee I invoke, exert thy generous aid, 

“ And o’' r their heads high wave the avenging blade, 

•“ And ye, O faithful pillars of my itatc, 

“ By friendIhip bound, and by my*power elate, 

“ Haden, O Afuf-f', and yc Englifh chiefsJ, 

“ Nor bkdh to footh an injured mqnarch’s griefs : 

“ But day my foul, unworthy rage difown, 

“ I,-earn to fudain the lofs of fight and throne; • 

“ Learn that imperial pride*, and dar-clad power, 

“ Aie but the fleeting pageants of an hour; 

“ in the true crucible of dire diitrefs, 

« • 

Purged of alloy, tliy forrows foon fliall ccafe ; 

What! though tire fun of empire and command, 

“ Shorn of its beams, enlightens not the land ; 

Tiinoor Shall, kkig of CTabul, on his fjthcr, the Abdallec’s, laft vifit to Delhi, 
was marricHl to. a princefs of the royal fan.ily, which gives his fon, Zimaun Shah, a 
claim to the throne of Hindoftaun. 

t Afuf Al Dowla, viy.ir of the empir^. 

I It is much to be lamented, that the ftatc of politics at Calcutta could not, at 
that time, admit of government interfering on the occafion—for fuch was the influence 
of the Britifh name, that had the dctac nt flationed at Anoplhire, only marched 
out of tlicir cantonments, tlie brutal tyrant would have defifted, and the king’s misfor¬ 
tunes been averted. 
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“ Some happier day, a providential care 
“ Again may renovate the falling Par, 

“ Again, O king, raife up thy ilhillrious race, 

“ Cheer thy fad mind, and clofc thy days in peace 

* It may not be amifs to remark, that fcvcral MS. copies of tlic J'O'.t , S gy h.ivmg 
been circulated throughout India, various readings may have (Kcurred. 'I'hc one iicn 
prefented, was obtained by the author whilll at Delhi, and therefore appeared to him 
the moft authentic; but he thinks himfclf bound to aeknowledge he has read .a poctu 
verfion of the fame elegy, which app^fared in the European Magaiinc for IVIay, 1797. 
faid to be written by Captain Symes, frttii?, whofe rcfearches into the hiAory and anti¬ 
quities of the interefting kingdom of Ava, the public may ex}x;cd to derive much uleful 
and inftru£Uve inibrmadon. 




